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Editorial 
 

Thank you to everyone who returned the envelopes with money last month 
and also to those who sent money in directly online. Your contributions are 
vital to the continued health of the Corfe Valley News as they top up the 
money we get from advertising and from local organizations and associations. 
Thank you also to all our helpers who deliver the CVN through everybody’s 
door. Without your help delivery would be impossible; you are all a vital part 
of the team. 
 
The Parish Council has appointed a new clerk to replace Ali. Michelle will 
start work during September and will take over from Ali in October. There 
were several very good candidates who applied for the post and it was difficult 
to separate them. However in the end Michelle’s appointment was unanimous. 
 
The village has been really inundated with visitors over the last few weeks. It 
looks as though lots of people are taking staycations in Dorset. Good for the 
businesses, but it can make it quite difficult to get around the village. 
Nevertheless it’s good to see that the Swanage Railway is again stopping at 
Corfe.  

Stephen 

Some useful Telephone Numbers  
(there are more just after the middle of the magazine) 

 

Police non-emergency call line    101 
National Electricity Number     105 
NHS Emergency Medical Care Service   111 
In the event of Gas Leak  0800 111999 
Electricity Failure  0800 0727282 
Swanage Police Station - out of hours calls rerouted      422004 
Swanage Hospital  422282 
National Trust outside office hours   07970-595963 
Wareham Hospital  552433 
Poole Hospital   01202 665511 
Bournemouth Hospital  01202 303626 
Dorset County Hospital  01305 251150 
Corfe Castle Community Library  480760 
Dorset CAB Advice Line: Mon – Fri 10am – 4pm 03444 111 444 
The Samaritans  01202 551999 
Street Light Defect - SEC Contracting    0800 068 4145 
Childline  0800 1111 
Dorset Councilor – Cherry Brooks  07512897908 
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The cover picture is a sketch of St James Kingston 
by Sheila Doyle-Stephens



6 7

CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
The Council discussed the difficulty in obtaining information about premises 
licences and the fact that whilst Dorset Council do publish licencing information 
online, at present they do not do so for Purbeck. Information is available on 
request, but this does not help people should they have concerns out of office 
hours. The Council resolved that it would request licensing information from 
Dorset Council for all licenced premises in the parish. Putting the information 
on the Parish Councils own website was discussed as a future plan.    
 
The Council discussed the appointment of a new Clerk. They resolved that a 
panel of Councillors would carry out shortlisting and interviews and then an 
extraordinary meeting would be held to receive the panel’s report and decide 
the best way to proceed.  
 
The Council had been researching making an application to list the Coal Yard 
on the register of community assets. The Council resolved to instead request 
that Dorset Council give the PC first refusal to purchase the land should it ever 
become available for sale.  
 
Cllr Dru Drury had received an invitation to participate in a liaison meeting 
organised by the Bournemouth to Swanage Motor Road and Ferry 
Company and it was approved that he should attend on behalf of the Council. 
The Council had previously resolved not to object to the recently proposed fee 
increases however recent and clearer information was not apparent at the time 
of this decisions being taken. The Clerk will look at standing orders to see if the 
Council can revisit the item should they wish to do so. It was felt that it was 
important someone be at the meeting to report back. 
 
Cllr Parish had raised concerns as an individual about the policies and 
procedures for wearing face masks on school transport. There is an 
inconsistency in legislation between private transport firms and public transport. 
She would like face mask wearing to be compulsory on all school transport. 
Some schools have not been clear in their information for parents about what is 
to be expected concerning the wearing of masks on school transport. The 
Council supported Cllr Parish’s views.  
 
On planning matters the Council deferred making a decision on the lateral 
extension to Swanworth Quarry and an extension of the end date for quarrying 
and restoration. The Council had commissioned consultant James Cain to report 
on the application and he confirmed that the application is balanced. The 

CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

AUGUST AT THE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

No members of the public attended the meeting which was held via zoom video 
link. Cllr Cherry Brooks had circulated a report to the Council prior to the 
meeting and invited questions. She was asked if there was any feedback on the 
Council’s Parking and Traffic study. Stephen Mepham our Senior Community 
Highways Officer had fed back some initial comments; Cllr Brooks recommend 
a meeting be scheduled with Stephen and the PC and she will follow up after 
that. 
 
Cllr Brooks reported that all Local Authorities have been directly instructed by 
the Prime Minister to prioritise cycle ways and they must be panned into 
transport schemes. She advised the Norden to Corfe footpath and cycle way 
has not been forgotten. She emphasised that Dorset Council were still very much 
dealing with the Corona Virus crisis meaning other projects were no being 
prioritised at this time.  
 
James Gould reported that the National Trust are going through a 45 day period 
of consultancy following the announcement of a proposed scheme of cost 
savings and redundancies. The period ends on the 11th of September. He was 
asked if proposed changes would impact on services and advised that at present 
there is no proposed change to opening times at the Castle however larger events 
may be cut back. He is not currently in a position to offer any information about 
the redundancies and their impact on Purbeck. The National Trust will be 
endeavouring to liaise more with parishioners and the parish council and open 
up channels of communication. James also reported the Trust plan to re-open 
the ticket office imminently.  
 
The Parish Council are making progress with plans for a permissive footpath 
from Woodyhyde to the village. The path will run along the tree line at the 
bottom of the field adjacent to the road. The Clerk has met with Cambian 
education and representatives from Woodyhyde and the path largely has 
approval to go ahead. Dorset Council are willing to help the PC with signage 
for the permissive path and the National Trust have been asked if they can assist 
in joining up the path where it meets the common. It was noted that the gate 
must be secure to prevent any horses that were grazing from getting out. It was 
also pointed out that the bottom of common can get incredibly boggy. This will 
need further investigation by the Clerk in conjunction with the NT. 
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CORFE CASTLE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Council deferred a decision to erect a garage & summer house on number 1 East 
Street until they have seen a CAD image recommended by the conservation 
officer and to be produced by the National Trust. The Council had no objection 
to erect a garden shed at Little Woolgarston Farmhouse, Woolgarston. They also 
had no objection to erect single storey extension at The Carthouse, Tabbits Hill 
Lane. 
 
The next meeting will be held on the 14th September  2020 at 7pm via 
Zoom. The Pubic are welcome to attend and participate in the public half hour 
at the start of the meeting. Details will be posted on the website by Tuesday the 
8th of September. For further information please contact the Clerk.  
 
(phone 01929 426125)(e-mail CorfeCastlePC@aol.com) – 41 Bell Street, 
Swanage, Dorset, BH19 2RY.   Full minutes of the meetings are available in 
Corfe Castle library or on the Website (www.corfecastlepc.org.uk).   
 
 

WOODLANDS BUILDING AND LANDSCAPING
SOLE TRADER ESTABLISHED 1982

AARON PANKHURST
TELEPHONE: 01929 481014

MOBILE:07866679137
EMAIL: aaronpankhurst@hotmail.co.uk

ALL WORKS CARRIED OUT BY MYSELF TO A HIGH STANDARD
TO INCLUDE:

GROUNDWORKS
HARD & SOFT LANDSCAPING 

FENCING 
STONELAYING AND BRICKWORK

PLASTERING, RENDERING AND TILING
CARPENTRY

SPECIALISING IN ALL ASPECTS OF NEW BUILD, EXTENSION,
RENOVATION, REFURBISHMENT AND GRADE II LISTED WORKS

HOURLY RATE FROM £15 PER HOUR

BESPOKE TIMBER SHEDS AND BUILDINGS DESIGNED AND
BUILT TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS.

HARD STANDING, SHED BASES, DRIVEWAYS EXCAVATED AND
LAYED

SMALL HAULAGE LOADS OF AGGREGATE DELIVERED.

MAN AND MACHINE HIRE AVALIABLE 
EXCAVATOR

SKIP LOADING DUMPER
COMPACT TRACTOR LOADER

SKID STEER WITH PALLET FORKS AND BUCKET
THE ABOVE MACHINES ARE CAPABLE OF ACCESSING SMALL

ENTANCES FOR GARDEN CLEARANCE AND HOUSE FLOOR
EXCAVATION.

Corfe Castle Electrician
Peter Mack

E.MAIL 
peter@pmackservices.com

07876350393
All domestic electrical work undertaken, installation and 
repairs. Free estimates. Landlord certificates and pat 
testing.
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Corfe Castle Community Land Trust 
 

Public Exhibition – West Street proposed development 
 

The CLT is pleased to announce that, despite the inevitable delays caused by 
the coronavirus pandemic, the proposed plans for the housing development 
in West Street are ready for viewing.  

 

Public exhibition in the Village Hall 
 

Thursday 17th September 18:00 – 20:00 
 

Friday 18th September 15:00 – 17:00 and 18:00 – 20:00 
 
In order to assist with social distancing requirements, there will be 3 identical 
static displays of the plans. Board members will be present to answer 
questions. There will be a short immediate feedback form with space for 
written comments to be handed in as visitors leave the exhibition. 
 
On Thursday visitors will be given timed entry – 15 minute slots may be 
booked by contacting Alison Palmer on 480096 or by email 
corfecastlecommunitylandtrust@gmail.com. 
 
Friday’s sessions will involve a managed queuing system for drop-in visits, 
again with a 15 minute time limit to allow as many visitors as possible to view 
the display. Please register at the desk in the lobby on arrival and be 
prepared to wait in the car park until called in. 
 
Our aim is to give as much opportunity as possible for villagers to see and 
consider the proposals while conforming to current rules. We hope you will 
be able to feel comfortable visiting and sharing your views.  
Please register at the desk in the lobby on arrival and be prepared to wait in 
the car park until called in. 
 
Board members will be present to answer questions. There will be a short 
immediate feedback form with space for written comments to be handed in 
as visitors leave the exhibition. 
Please note: Face covering is essential within the hall. Please ensure that 
you arrive with a mask.  
Hand sanitiser and pens will be provided but you may prefer to bring your 
own. 

In celebration of Dorset’s outstanding 
landscape, the Dorset Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and Dorset Magazine are 
delighted to announce the winners of the 
Landscapes for Life photo competition.  

The Winner is James LaBouchardiere with a beautiful image from the South 
West Coast Path Purbeck last summer (above). Runner Ups are Tony Gill and 
James Loveridge with stunning spring and winter images (below at the bottom 
of the page) 

Despite the Lockdown restricting access to the countryside during prime 
photography season, over 400 photographs were entered into the competition. 
Photographers rallied round by using their time indoors to look through their 
favourite images from visits past. 

 
FREE EXHIBITION: 
You can see the top 60 
images selected by the 
judges at the ‘Landscapes 
for Life’ Exhibition at 
Durlston Castle until 31st 
August and again at Dorset 
County Hospital in Spring 
2021 

The Photo Competition is 
part of the Dorset AONB 

60th anniversary celebrations, supported by the National Lottery Heritage 
Fund. 
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WWOORRCCEESSTTEERR AACCCCRREEDDIITTEEDD 
IINNSSTTAALLLLEERRSS ((WWAAII)) 

UUPP TTOO 88 YYEEAARR WWAARRRRAANNTTIIEESS 
OONN OOIILL BBOOIILLEERRSS AANNDD 1100 
YYEEAARRSS OONN GGAASS BBOOIILLEERRSS 

 

 
OOIILL TTAANNKK RREEPPLLAACCEEMMEENNTTSS 
AANNDD NNEEWW IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONNSS 

 

 
HHIIGGHH QQUUAALLIITTYY 

WWOORRKKMMAANNSSHHIIPP 
 
c

 
CCOOVVEERRIINNGG AALLLL DDTT 

PPOOSSTTCCOODDEESS AALLOONNGG WWIITTHH 
BBHH1166,, BBHH1199 AANNDD BBHH2200  

 

 
CCAALLLL UUSS OONN 0011330055 885533997700 

OORR 0077555577 999900771155 

Full range of rural services

Heatcare (UK) Ltd is a local family run, OFTEC and Gas 
Safe registered, plumbing and heating company.

Heatcare are able to cater to your needs be it services, repairs or 
installations and we are able to carry out these services in both 

domestic and commercial sectors. Along with offering these 
services in Oil, we can also offer the same in LPG and mains Gas, 

again, in both domestic and commercial fields.

Heatcare (UK) LTD

Upton Farm, Upton, Dorchester, 
Dorset, DT2 8NE

heatcareukltd@aol.com
www.heatcareukltd.com

10% off!
When you have your boiler 

and Aga serviced at the same 
time



   Corfe Castle
Village Stores
Open Mon-Sat: 8am- 6pm

Sun: 9am- 6pm

25 East Street, Corfe Castle
01929 481292

and many more fresh and frozen groceries
Home Deliveries available

• Milk
• Bread
• Fruit and Veg
• Wine
• Beer
• Cider

• GWR Hole Meat
• Purbeck Ice Cream
• The National Lottery
• Large Gin Selection
• Local Gin
• Rum, Whiskey and Vodka

Open shop hours,
7 days a week,

including Bank Holidays!
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Smedmore Joinery 
  

CCoottttaaggee  DDoooorrss  
SSttaabbllee  DDoooorrss  

SSaasshh  WWiinnddoowwss  
FFlluusshh  CCaasseemmeenntt  WWiinnddoowwss  

YYoorrkk  SSlliiddiinngg  WWiinnddoowwss  
WWiinnddooww  &&  DDoooorr  RReeppaaiirrss  

  
AAllll  nneeww  jjooiinneerryy  ccaann  bbee  ppaaiinntteedd,,  ggllaazzeedd  &&  ffiitttteedd  bbyy  uuss  

JJooiinneerryy  ppllaannnniinngg  ddrraawwiinnggss  aanndd  mmeetthhoodd  ssttaatteemmeennttss  aarree  aallssoo  aavvaaiillaabbllee..  
TTeell::    0011992299  448811666666  ––  MMoobbiillee  0077772211001144776600  

EEmmaaiill::    ssmmeeddmmoorreejjooiinneerryy@@aaooll..ccoomm  
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Corfe Castle Surgery 

As Flu season approaches I just wanted to take the time to let you all know that 
things will be quite different this year. 

It is more important than ever that you all have the flu vaccination that we offer 
you, to protect you against Influenza and to reduce the strain on the NHS in the 
coming months. 

We will hope to hold clinics on Saturday 26th September and Saturday 10th 
October from 9am to 12 midday for over 65’s and ‘at risk group’ but NOT 
children (we will contact you with further details) 

We aim to provide you all with a time slot so that we can maintain social 
distancing at all times. We would need you to be prepared with the top of your 
arm showing before you get through to the consultation room, as there will be 
no seats available and nowhere to leave belongings. The GP or Nurse that you 
see will be in full PPE and you will need to have a face covering on before 
entering the building and the building will be well ventilated. You will then exit 
the building at the back door and walk down through the garden in a one-way 
system. 

Unlike previous years, we will not be able to have groups of patients in the 
waiting room so we will have volunteers around the car park area and building 
to mark out distancing and to guide you. We would appreciate it if you could 
come into the building alone and meet anyone that you have come with away 
from the exit. It would be helpful if you could park your car away from the 
surgery in the general pay and display if possible as we anticipate that the car 
park at the front of the Surgery will be busy with patients in a distanced queuing 
system. 

Please contact the Surgery with any queries or concerns that you may have. 
 
Kerry Norman Practice Manager 
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Patient Participation Group 

Each month sees new aspects to our changed way of life in Purbeck in the time 
of Covid-19. August has seen us experiencing such large numbers of visitors to 
the area that every day has seemed like a Bank Holiday Saturday, with traffic 
jams, seething local beaches and Corfe Square teeming with holiday makers 
from early in the morning. Whilst we are glad that so many people can again 
enjoy the freedom to have a break in such a beautiful place and that welcome 
trade has returned to many of our businesses they also bring a significant risk 
of spreading the virus in our community. As patients and as a community we 
know we aren’t living in normal times. We must all constantly remind ourselves 
that the pandemic is still with us right here and fight against ‘Covid fatigue’. 
Please keep safe and well at this busy time- and keep an eye open for anyone 
who may still need our support.  

Turning to the surgery, we have had a recent very helpful update from Dr Lepper 
and Kerry Norman, Practice Manager, on how the surgery is managing at this 
challenging time. At the end we were left feeling full of admiration for them 
and the whole team for their resilience and determination to do their best for us. 
One pressure is that the surgery is busier than ever with both the influx of 
visitors needing temporary care and the numbers of new permanent patients 
continuing to increase every week. The other pressure is of course the changed 
ways of working during the pandemic. The present arrangements, so different 
from the ones we are used to, are not of the surgery’s choosing. The NHS 
nationally, in order to minimise the risk of transmission of the virus between 
doctor and patient, has given detailed guidance to all GP surgeries on what they 
should/should not do and stipulated that face-to-face contact should only take 
place when clinically necessary. Our surgery, like us, looks forward to the future 
when more normal times can return. Dr Lepper and the surgery team are 
responding to the demanding new ways in which they have to work in a most 
committed and positive way.  We were reassured that they are taking the same 
safe, good care of us as before the pandemic even though it has to be delivered 
differently. It’s clear that they are achieving this by working many more hours 
than usual and going the extra mile for us in many ways. We can be confident 
we still have timely access to the doctors whether by speaking to them on the 
phone or being seen when necessary. Speaking of phoning the surgery we are 
all asked to be patient if it’s harder than usual to get through to the receptionists 
when we phone. The surgery only has three phone lines, which in normal face-
to-face times were ample. With most contact with us now by phone it can 
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LET US TAKE THE PAIN OUT OF BUYING PRINTING
Friendly help and advice at no extra cost with all printing, artwork, logos and layouts

BANNERS • FEATHER FLAGS • MENUS • POSTERS
BOOKS • GREETING CARDS • BROCHURES

and all other quality printed products

WE’RE DOING OUR BIT TO COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE,
IMPROVE HEALTH AND WELLBEING AND BOOST BIODIVERSITY.
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time we buy paper we support the Carbon Capture 

Scheme, helping plant trees across the UK.
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TALK TO US
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www.dream-cottages.co.uk

01305 78900
Or visit our Flagship offices 

in Hope Square, Weymouth, 
DT4 8TR

currently be a problem. As no more lines can be added to the existing system 
they are hoping to get a new system installed as soon as possible. 

The activities of the PPG , in particular the Leg Club, Carers’ Coffee Mornings 
and Health Talks, are sadly on hold until the social distancing rules change. We 
are especially disappointed that we are unable to carry on with Carers’ Time at 
the moment but if any carer would like to call or email us we would be happy 
to phone back for an informal chat and maybe the chance of some relaxation or 
advice on the availability of support. There is, for example, an excellent 
organisation called Carers Support Dorset dedicated to providing help, advice 
and information. With funding from NHS Dorset and Dorset Council they are 
able to provide all sorts of help if you need it, quickly and considerately. Their 
email address is carersupportdorset.co.uk and they are on Facebook. Freephone 
number 0800 368 8349.  

 We are still here! You can follow our news on the surgery NHS Choices 
website or our PPG Facebook. If you have any feedback or suggestions please 
get in touch.  

 
 It is with much regret and sadness that we will be cancelling all 
fundraising events this year due to the current circumstances.  
 
We especially look forward to running the Christmas Fair each year 
in the Village Hall but because of the number of stall holders and 
visitors involved we feel it would be impossible to maintain 
everyone’s safety.  
 
So stay safe you lovely people of Corfe and hopefully we can all 
look forward to better times and some fun events next year. 
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For all your gardening needs...
 

Holiday Home Garden Maintenance
Domestic and Commercial   

Lawn Mowing and Strimming
Hedge Cutting

Weeding and Planting
Fully Insured 

Call Dan on 07585 838578
or email dan@seagerandson.co.uk

SE

AGER & SON

G A R D E N I N G  S E RV I C E S

SE

AGER & SON

G A R D E N I N G  S E RV I C E S
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Curtains by Clare
Curtains made for you.

Quality work. Affordable prices.

Phone 01929 550714 or mobile 07969 695338 and leave a message

Also curtain repairs and alterations.

Computer Problems? 
 

 

Call A.J.V. Computing for all your 
computer needs  

 

  Experienced & qualified engineer 
Prompt & friendly service 

 No callout charge 
 

Mobile: 07710 835905 
Tel: 01929 480529 

 

www.ajvcomputing.co.uk 
 

email: alan@ajvcomputing.co.uk 
 
 

IT Services for the Home and Small Business 

 

KDL  
PLUMBING & HEATING 

 

Immersion heaters, Cylinders, 
Cold Water Tanks, Ballvalves,  

 
Outside taps, Overflows, 

Radiator replacement,  
 

Taps, Showers, Bathrooms, 
Radiators, Washing machine 
and Dishwasher Installation, 

Garden Taps and more. 
 

Free Estimates And Advice. 
 

Call Kevin 8am - 10pm 7 days. 
 

Mobile 0747-512-8249     
Home (01929)-448548 

 

Quarter 
Page 

Adverts 
from only 

£10.00
see page 70 for details
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CCoorrffee  CCaassttllee  VViillllaaggee  HHaallll
The 100 Club draw usually takes place at the VH coffee morning on the first Saturday 

of the month.  We are planning a village hall coffee morning (in some format!!!) for 
Saturday September 5th, and the September draw will be made then.  The August draw 

has already been made: first prize of £20 was won by member 54 , with member 11 
getting second prize £10 and member 66  winning the third prize £4.  Under Covid 
restrictions over the last few months we have been retaining these prizes, and also 

collecting only a few of the subscriptions that have fallen due. We are hoping that it may 
soon become possible to distribute these prizes and also to collect subscription 

payments.  So there is some good news coming for members 4, 5, 11, 21, 26, 32 
(twice!), 51, 53, 54, 55, 66, 71, 74  and 86 !

Profit from the 100 Club plays a significant part in supporting the everyday running 
costs of the Village Hall.  With limited income from bookings currently, this support is 
even more valuable.  If you would like to discuss becoming a 100 Club subscriber, 

please contact Penny Barker on 01929 481477.

100 club:

the Village Hall is now open again!
general news:

 A great deal of preparatory work has been done by the Trustees working group in 
order to make the premises "Covid secure".  Naturally the capacity of the rooms is 

currently reduced, and there are enhanced obligations for hirers to clean surfaces.  Also 
the kitchen is unavailable for most bookings.  We will continue to do everything to 

enable groups to use the hall, but if conditions or government guidelines change then 
our current plans for use of the hall  may have to change to reflect the new situation.Full 

details of all the extra conditions that have been necessary (including a Risk 
Assessment template which will be required for all bookings) are published on our 

website www.corfecastlevillagehall.co.uk

 Cameo Antiques and Pilates are already back in action, and Dance is currently 
happening outside.  A few more of our regular activities are hoping to resume this 

month - Brownies, Badminton and Wool Workshop are all hoping to do so.  Towards 
the end of October we are hoping to be able to put on an Artsreach show with the very 

funny Living Spit doing a repeat of their "Six Wives of Henry the Eighth" show for 
those who missed it first time round.

The hall will also be available for occasional bookings by members of the public. As 
usual you can do this by contacting Carole Speed by phoning 01929 480810, or by 

email to carolepspeed@gmail.com.

Aquarius are planning a "Special Tea" on Tuesday September 1st. There will be a 
"Welcome Back" Village Hall Coffee Morning on Saturday September 5th.

 

The Castle Inn  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

01929 480208 
 

News from the Castle 
 
It’s September and autumn is upon us. Government and God wiling we are 
still open and able to offer, our, takeaway service once more, with even more 
dishes available, including Sunday lunch! See Facebook website for menus or 
call in and pick one up.  
  
Our inside space is now extremely limited so please try to remember, to book 
a space in advance. 
 
We have a bumper crop of grapes from the vines this year, and we are hoping 
to make jars of grape chutney to serve with our special local cheeseboards 
later in the year. 
 
Thank you to everyone who supported our American weekend raising money 
for some very poorly children. Details to follow via social media. 
 

Notes for the Diary 
 
End of season Gourmet BBQ and Live Music with Jim Etherington  
 

BBQ with hand dived scallop and monkfish Kebabs 
Fillet Steak Kababs, Luxury Homemade burgers 

Bradle farm sausages and caramelised onion, Ciabatta Hot dogs  
 
In October, we will be hosting a fabulous murder/mystery evening tickets 
available from the end of the month. 
 
Whatever you are doing in September keep happy and safe. 
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CORFE CASTLE’S HEROINE 
 
Many of my generation left their families in World War II and during that time 
there were countless examples of bravery by women left to guard their homes 
from enemy attack. Before this century we have to go back to the Great Civil 
War, which began in 1642 and ruined many a town and village.  Historical 
records give instances of a select band of ladies who defended their homes from 
the Roundheads. Notably they were Lady Digby at Sherborne, Lady Arundel at 
Wardour, Lady Harley at Brampton Brian and Lady Saville who successfully 
organised the defence of Sheffield Castle. Pride of place, however, must go to 
our own Lady Mary Bankes, who with a family of 14 (one a babe in arms) 
defended Corfe Castle to the bitter end.  
 
This gallant lady was born Mary Hawtrey of Ruislip in Middlesex. Her family 
was an old and respected one of Norman descent. She met young John Bankes 
when he was studying law in London and married him in 1618 at the age of 
twenty. Her portrait which hangs in Kingston Lacy, shows her as a middle-aged 
determined and capable woman. With the accession of Charles I in 1625 her 
husband’s career rocketed. He became an MP and Attorney General in 1634. 
The following year his wealth enabled him to buy the Corfe Castle Estate from 
the Hattons. They had done little for Corfe and the inhabitants must have 
rejoiced to have a resident family who faced up to their responsibilities in every 
way. In spite of the threat of war the elder boys received a good education and 
later made the Grand Tour of Europe. This undoubtedly encouraged the young 
Ralph Bankes in his love of art and sculpture.  
 
Sir John, as he now was, had to spend much time either at Court or on circuit 
and Lady Bankes managed the estates well, until the outbreak of war. The first 
attack on the Castle on May 1st was repulsed largely by her indomitable 
leadership. Her garrison consisted of only a few soldiers led by Captain 
Lawrence and her loyal servants. A fresh blow descended when Sir John died 
at Oxford in 1644 leaving his widow to cope with a large family and a hostile 
neighbourhood.  Both Poole and Dorchester had Roundhead garrisons. The 
second attack in June next year was a short one as the enemy were driven off. 
But the final siege in the winter lasted for 48 days during which time the Castle 
was continually attacked by large forces. Dame Mary never lost hope. Her sons 
and daughters joined in the defence and Corfe was one of the last Royal 
strongholds in the Country.  
 
Finally the traitor Colonel Pitman delivered the Castle by treachery and to save 
further bloodshed Lady Bankes surrendered the keys to Colonel Bingham. He 
was so impressed by her bravery that he returned them but warned that the 

Castle must be evacuated prior to its destruction. It is believed that Lady Bankes 
took refuge at first at Afflington which was one of her farms. Wholesale looting 
of the Castle then ensued. We know that certain townsfolk who supported 
Parliament helped themselves, and Colonel Bingham and Sir Walter Erle in no 
small manner.  The rules of war permitted this, but it seems now a despicable 
act. Fortunately the priceless oil paintings were saved.  
 
Local legend has it that the Bankes gold and silver plate had been buried in the 
Castle well and has never been found. This is most unlikely since Sir Ralph 
spent much time in endeavouring to recover his property. He wrote to Colonel 
Bingham and Sir Walter Erle about furnishings with little success.  The 
homeless family rented houses near Blandford at Chettle and Damory Court but 
planned to rehouse themselves on their Kingston Lacy property as soon as their 
finances permitted. Ralph prudently married the Brune heiress of Athelhampton 
and two of his sisters had husbands, who exerted influence during the 
Commonwealth period. With a knighthood and a place in Parliament for Corfe, 
Sir Ralph consulted architects as to the building of his new mansion.  
 
It was sad that Dame Mary did not see its completion since she died, regretted 
by all, in 1661.  She had proved a good wife and mother and a brave commander 
during one of the most troubled periods in our history. The magnificent bronze 
statue of this gallant lady stands at the entrance to Kingston Lacy. It was 
executed by Baron Marochetti, and Mary Bankes stands in a defiant posture 
holding a sword and the keys of her Castle. Every time I pass it I pay homage 
to our own Corfe Heroine.  

Paul Randall 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who has contacted us about Benjamin Jesty, who was 
the subject of the article in the July CVN. I think, in due course, we must draw 
together all the interesting information we now have about him, in a future 
article. 
 
The unfortunate statement about King Edward II’s sexuality in last month’s 
CVN has also been drawn to our attention. We sorry this got published. 
Hopefully this month is less controversial and we have gone back to Paul’s 
telling of the story of Brave Dame Mary’s defence of the castle. 

Stephen 
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We have now held two of our monthly meetings by Zoom with varying 
success.  We appreciate that it is difficult for some members to 
participate but feel that it is very important to continue to keep our 
monthly meetings going in some form.  It is our intention to continue to 
do this and to run our program of talks as originally planned but a 
month behind the published program.  The upcoming talk is 

 October 6th Richard Sedgley, ‘Sir Bevois of Hampton 
We are not having a talk in September as we are holding a tea party 
instead.  Members have been invited to take part in whatever way they 
feel is appropriate to them.  This includes sitting with others in a 
socially distanced way, coming to pick up a tea and take it home to 
enjoy or, if necessary, having a tea delivered to them at home.  We hope 
as many members as possible will participate and enjoy this event.  
 
We are in the process of updating our membership list and would be 
most grateful if any members who have not re-joined yet but intend to 
could let a member of the committee know by September 10th.  

We are always open to new members so if you are interested in 
joining us please contact Mike (chairman – 01929 480323) or
Cherry (secretary - 07972799300) or email info@double-act.org.uk

QUIZ NIGHT
Friday 27th November

SAVE THE DATE!

Due to our production having to be cancelled this year we 
are hosting a quiz night that week instead!

Regulations allowing (with socially distanced tables) it 
will be a fun evening to get back out after lockdown!

Come and dust off the cobwebs, have some fun and maybe 
even win some prizes!

That is as much detail as we can give for now but save the 
date and we will be back in touch with more information!

Future events to look out for in 2021:

The Wonderful Wizard of Oz
This was due to be our November production this year – plenty of work is still going on in 
the behind the scenes!

Summer Murder Walk
A new script is in preparation with a ‘World War II’ setting!

We will keep you updated with new dates and events as and when 
information becomes available. In the meantime, stay safe, follow 
the rules, and we hope to see you soon!

PP..RR..HHoonneeyywwiillll  UUpphhoollsstteerryy  

Upholsterer of Antique & Modern Furniture 40yrs Exp 

Sofas-Chairs-Headboards-Footstools-Boat Cushions   

Window Seats-Leatherwork 

Fabric & Foam Sales 

Call Pete on 01929 556567 

 Mobile: 07765764603 

p.r.honeywill@hotmail.co.uk 
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Address: 70 East Street.           Telephone: 01929 480591 
 
We are still home to the Corfe Castle Branch of the Royal British Legion 

Membership, 18 years and over, is available subject to 
Committee approval, application forms are available 
from the Club Steward. Annual Membership is £10. 

Local beers, ciders and lager at very reasonable prices 
Soft drinks, snacks, tea and coffee also available 

Regional Club of The Year 2019   
Wessex & Channel Islands        
Club of the Year 2018 
East Dorset 

All the regular faces are back and Chubby’s Ales 
and Rolls are as fine as ever. Please ensure the 
distancing guidelines and hygiene regulations are 
being observed: N.B. There is NO standing at the 
bar once you are served.          Opening times are: 
Saturday : 12noon – 11pm 
Sunday : 12noon – 7pm 
Monday : 12noon – 2.30pm, 6pm-8pm 
Tuesday : 12noon – 2.30pm, 6pm-8pm 
Wednesday : 12noon - 2.30pm,  6pm-10pm 
Thursday : 12noon -2.30pm, 6pm – 10pm 
Friday : 12noon -  2.30pm,  6pm-11pm 
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Want to travel the world, make those long-overdue home 
improvements, help children or grandchildren on to the 
property ladder, or pay off an interest-only mortgage? 

If you’re a homeowner aged 55 or over, a Lifetime 
Mortgage could help your dreams to become reality.

With a Lifetime Mortgage you could borrow up to 50% of the 
value of your property without selling your home, with the loan 
only repayable upon death or if you move in to long-term care.

And with a ‘no negative equity’ guarantee there’s no risk 
of leaving a debt to your family.

For friendly and expert advice contact Liz Murley on 01202 622223

www.apexcb.com
A Lifetime Mortgage is a loan secured against your property. To understand the features and risks 
please ask for a personalised illustration. Apex CB Financial Planning Limited is authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and is a member of the Equity Release Council.

We are very excited to offer you 
our own delicious Purbeck grown

organic beef and lamb to buy direct 
from the farm!

We have various box and pack sizes to suit every budget and family size! 
Or we can make you a bespoke box to suit your requirements.

Available fresh at the beginning of every month 
(and from the freezer in between subject to availability!)

Want to know more?! Just get in touch:

01929 481393               info@cedarorganic.com

                                         Or find us on: or
Our meat & eggs can also be found in

Corfe Castle Village Stores and Studland Stores!

   

Mike Harriott Ltd 
 

Plumber  
Bathroom Suite/Showers etc. 

 

Immersion Heaters Replaced 
 

No Job too Small. Small Painting/Decorating Jobs 
 

01929 480546 / 07773914297 
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News from the Library 
 
We are (starting) to come back!  
 
We have been looking at how to get a simple process together to provide a 
safe Order and Collect service for the library.  The Dorset Library Service 
(DLS) libraries have a website and telephone line for this, but so far they have 
not agreed to include community libraries, so we decided we needed to do it 
ourselves! 
 
The library building is too small for us to be able to let you choose from the 
shelves safely. So, we ask that you order your selection of books by the 
Wednesday prior to when you would like to pick them up on the Saturday. 
Unfortunately, book stock is not being moved between libraries and the online 
catalogue is not available for reservations to be made (we are hoping this will 
change soon). We have done a risk assessment to make sure everyone is safe. 
What we have come up with is a cut down version of the service being offered 
by the council run libraries that uses the stock we have access to. However, 
the DLS have sent us some brand new books so the stock has been enhanced. 
 
How does it work?  
 
You order books using a form that you can get from our website or from the 
library on Wednesday or Saturday mornings 10.30 to 11.30. There are 
different forms from adults and under 17’s. 
 
https://sites.google.com/site/corfecastlecommunitylibrary/order-and-collect-
service 
 
Forms can also be emailed to corfecastlelibrary@gmail.com or pushed 
through our letterbox or dropped in when you visit on Saturday. 
 
Order by Wednesday to pick up your books on the following Saturday. 
 
How do you choose books? 

Complete a form, giving name, library card number, email address and phone 
number plus number of books (up to 10). 

      

 
 

You cannot order specific titles because we do not have access to the DLS 
catalogue at the moment. So, 
 

 you order up to 10 books 
 by a specific author 
 or of a specific genre e.g. crime, biography, etc. 
 or a specific topic e.g. travel in Italy, gardening, psychology etc. 

 
We will take the order and do what we can to match your request. These will 
be bagged up and you will be notified by phone or email when they are ready 
to be collected (we will arrange with you a ten minute time slot for collection). 
 
Collecting your books 
 
The library will only be open on Saturday mornings 10.00 – 12.00 for you to 
collect the books that you have requested. You should come to the back door 
of the porch in your in your agreed 10 minute time slot. You will not be 
allowed inside the main part of the library (this is to minimise the risk of 
infection for everyone). The book collection desk will be inside the porch. 
 
For those who are staying at home, we are offering an 'order and delivery' 
library service. Just call 01929 480760 on any Wednesday or Saturday 
morning between 10 and 12 for details.  
 
If you don't yet have a library card, we can help you get one. 
 
 
All books will have been quarantined and handled safely before collection. 
 
Clearly this solution is a far from perfect, but it is a safe first step back to 
resuming a full service. As more services are made available to us by Dorset 
Library Service the range of books and materials available to us will increase. 
However, we do not currently know when that might be. 
 

Stay Safe and Keep Reading! 
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Littlebirds
home and holiday help

We clean.  We garden.  We cook.  We help

 Gardening
 Cleaning

 Shopping
 Eco friendly products and ethos

 Laundry

. py an sa sp ionm ao tc eg ani bn oa ue tlc oun re per lag nee tht

For further information and quotes, give us a call
01929 424700
info@purbeckcleanandgarden
www.purbeckcleanandgarden.co.uk

                                                                                                                                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOT JUST ELECTRICIANS THAT CARE.. 

WE CAN OFFER A ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
INSTALLATIONS OR PROJECT MANAGE FULL REFURBISHMENTS OF ALL SIZES. 

GIVE US A RING AND LET US SHOW YOU HOW GOOD IT CAN BE BY 

THINKING PINKS. 

TEL: 01929 423024 OR 077 4803 4849 

Unit 9D, Anvil Centre          
Prospect Business Park      
Swanage,BH19 1EJ              
Tel:01929 423024 
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Join us for……
Amazing local scenic walks
Wellness walks with yoga
Nordic & fitness walks
All ages and abilities welcome

www.walxdorset.co.uk   phone 0333 1234 540

Amazing local scenic walks

DORSET IS A WALKING 

BASED ACTIVITY CLUB WITH 

OVER 35 WALKS A WEEK TO 

CHOOSE FROM

Amazing local scenic walks
Wellness walks with yoga

All ages and abilities welcome

Low cost

Expert instructors 

Lovely bunch of fun people

Join us to get maximum smilage in 2020 

use this code
1FREEWALX

to try it for
F R E E

DORSETDORSETDORSETDORSETDORSETDORSETDORSETDORSETDORSETDORSETDORSETDORSETDORSET IS A WALKING DORSET IS A WALKING DORSET IS A WALKING  IS A WALKING  IS A WALKING  IS A WALKING 
YOU’LL NEVER WALX ALONE!
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There's plenty to see, and if shopping virtually
you can either have your parcel delivered or use
our free 'Click & Collect' service.

Open For Business!
Online: www.seasonsgreen.co.uk  
In Store: 14 West Street (just past the Fox Inn)

Meet our super-cute wooden birds Harry
and Millie and see their trip to our
Country Fair at www.seasonsgreen.co.uk
You may also see them in our windows
over the summer... 
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CORFE VALLEY NEWS            CALENDAR for SEPTEMBER 2020        

1 September  Tuesday       Aquarius Special Tea   Corfe Castle Village Hall 

3 September  Thursday 8pm      Gardening Club Meeting – an online virtual meeting 

4 & 5  September   Thu-Sat   Cancelled     Purbeck International Chamber Music Festival St Edwards Corfe Castle 

5  September  Saturday Check the time, but likely to be 10 am  Coffee Morning   Corfe Castle Village Hall  

14  September  Monday  7 pm        Corfe Castle Parish Council Meeting Online  

17  September  Thursday 1800 – 2000hrs     Corfe Castle Community Land Trust exhibition in the Village Hall – see p10 

18 September  Friday  1500 – 1700hrs and 1800 – 2000hrs  Corfe Castle Community Land Trust exhibition in the Village Hall – see p10 

Please note that these events are mostly still tentative so please check timing and that it is actually taking place with the organisers. 

If you know about any forthcoming events please let us know.  

1 October   Thursday 8pm      Gardening Club virtual online meeting 

6 October   Tuesday Time to be confirmed    Aquarius talk by Richard Sedgley, - ‘Sir Bevois of Hampton  

12  October   Monday 7 pm      Corfe Castle Parish Council Meeting Online 

17 October   Saturday Check the time nearer the event   Aquarius Autumn Fayre –  Corfe Castle Village Hall 

15  November   Sunday   10 am to 4 pm      Annual Craft and Gift Fair    Corfe Castle Village Hall    

27 November  Friday  Time to be confirmed    Double Act Quiz Night  Corfe Castle Village Hall 
 

All details are correct as at publishing date, but please check with the organization involved before attending any events. 
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More Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Power and electrical - Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks:  
0800 0727282 (free phone land line) or 0345 072 1905 (free phone mobile 
contracts or local rate for pay as you go) 
Western Power Distribution: 
0800 365900 (free phone land line and mobiles) 
 

Water - Wessex Water:  
03456004600 (free from most land lines or local charges apply dependant on 
the land line or mobile provider) 
 

Gas - Transco - Gas Emergency: 
0800 111999 (free phone, mobile phone charged as per the local provider rate) 
 

Roads and highways - Highways England (including incidents A35, A37 and 
A31):  
0300 1235000 (local call rate or 3p - 40p per minute from a mobile dependant 
on the provider) 
Dorset Council (including incidents on the Dorset Council highway):  
01305 221000 (10p per minute from a land line or 3p - 40p per minute from a 
mobile dependent upon the provider) 
 

Flooding - Environment Agency - Flood Line:  
0345 9881188 (calls are charged depending on the callers service provider and 
where there call is made). 
 

DORSET  EMERGENCY CARE SERVICE  
 

If you become ill after your surgery has closed (between 6.30pm and 8 am 
Monday to Friday, over the weekend and Bank Holidays) 

 

THE NEW NUMBER TO RING IS NOW  
 

111 
 

If you need IMMEDIATE MEDICAL HELP You should dial 999 and ask for 
an Ambulance 

 

This applies to ALL patients, not just those registered with the Corfe Castle Practice 
 

 

DORSET  EMERGENCY CARE SERVICE  
 

 

DORSET  EMERGENCY CARE SERVICE  
 

 

DORSET  EMERGENCY CARE SERVICE  
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Contact Details for St Aldhelm’s Benefice

Rector Ian Jackson 01929 480257     rectorsabpurbeck@gmail.com

Associate Minister James Mercer 01929 422454

   james_staldhelm@icloud.com

Hon Assistant Priest Anne Bond 01929 480249 rev.anne@outlook.com

Curate Nick Webb 07866 546162 fulloflifegardens@googlemail.com

Benefice Office: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm

Benefice Administrator: Katie Curtis St George’s Church, Langton Matravers
BH19 3HZ  01929 427822 office@purbeckbenefice.plus.com

(NB Katie is currently working from home, but is contactable by email above
during office hours)

Enquiries for Baptisms / Weddings / Funerals / Banns - contact Benefice
Office and for the Corfe Valley parishes contact Ian Jackson

www.purbeckhillsbenefice.wordpress.com

St Aldhelm Benefice
@StAldhelm

Church Wardens in the Valley Churches

Corfe Castle:  Penelope Smith 480109 John Lindsay 481498

Church Knowle, Kimmeridge, & Steeple Contact Ian Jackson

Visit St Edwards Website - http://stedwardscorfecastle.co.uk/

Ian Jackson writes about developments in St Aldhelm's Benefice

The way the Church of England is organised is not exactly straightforward,
some aspects stretch back over many years and others have been introduced
more recently: the office of churchwarden is an ancient one going back to

St Aldhelm’s Benefice
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1604, PCCs were introduced in 1919 and deanery synods were created in 
1969.   

Some of the terms above may or may not be familiar. It is usually something 
like sharing a vicar with other parishes, or the possibility that a church may 
not be able to stay open, that means people want to know how the Church of 
England is run, how decisions are made and how they can make their voice 
heard.   

Most will know that in 2018 the 3 parishes of the Purbeck Hills, and the 4 
parishes of the Corfe Valley became one benefice. This meant I became the 
incumbent of the whole benefice and was joined later that year by James - 
initially, in practice, things have continued much as they had done, albeit with 
the Purbeck Hills parishes no longer having a full-time priest looking after 
them.   

Gradually we have found ourselves as churches getting to know each other 
better, doing more things together and James and I are involved with all the 
churches of our still new benefice.  

The changes so far mean we need to look at the way we are organised. We 
have 7 PCCs (Parochial Church Councils - not to be confused with the Parish 
Councils) and so we are looking, where appropriate, for PCCs to join together. 
There are many administrative tasks and other responsibilities that would be 
simplified if they didn't have to be done 7 times; a wider view can be taken 
and co-operation more easily arranged. The intention is to lift the burden of 
administration and church maintenance from individual PCCs by sharing it at 
benefice level. 

However, it is important to stress that each church will continue to connect 
with and serve the local community. Each church will have an informal church 
committee which will look after more immediate, very local and routine 
matters. 

We have had considerable and careful discussion among the present PCCs - 
and this has continued during the lockdown period, using Zoom and in other 
ways. The Archdeacon and the Pastoral Secretary for the diocese have been 
helping and guiding us.  Following this time, which has involved reflection 
and prayer, it seems right for the first step to be Kingston, Langton and Worth 
forming one parish with one PCC. At the same time discussions will continue 
as to the best way forward for the Corfe Valley parishes.        

When PCCs and parishes seek to join together both the Diocese and the 
Church Commissioners are involved in making sure that there is good and 
wide consultation with local communities and churches. In fact, this goes 

43

further afield as the details of the changes are published on the Church of 
England website and anyone is welcome to make comments, and these have to 
be considered. 

There will be more information about all of this in the coming weeks. Do 
please ask if you have questions, comments and suggestions to make. 

As so often with re-organisation it is not in itself guaranteed to change things 
for better, but hopefully it enables us to work together in the parishes and 
churches more appropriately in our present circumstances. In this we ask 
God's guidance and grace that we may work together well and for the good of 
his kingdom.  

There will be opportunities to discuss the plans at an informal meeting in 
Harmans Cross Village Hall on in September (date to be confirmed) 

There will also be an opportunity to join a Zoom conversation on 7 October at 
7pm 

Also, probably in October and December a formal consultation will be 
launched by the Diocese to canvass community response to the proposals. 

Let us be encouraged by St Paul's words: 'We know that all things work 
together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his 
purpose.'  (Romans 8:28) 

Ian Jackson 

Rector, Benefice of St Aldhelm 

 
Services in the Benefice of St Aldhelm in September 

 
Sunday 
 
Sunday 8am Holy Communion St Edward’s CC 
 
10am Benefice Service - this is a live Zoom event. This service includes 
prayer, readings from scripture, hymns, prayer and a talk. The Zoom link and 
a recording of the service can be found on the homepage of the Benefice 
website: purbeckhillsbenefice.wordpress.com 
 
Wednesday 
10am Morning Prayer (Holy Communion as from 8 September) - this service 
is held in St George’s, Langton Matravers and can be attended in person or via 
Zoom 
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The homepage of the Benefice website also has a link to the 
August/September Term Card which contains details of midweek Morning 
and Evening Prayer offered via Zoom. 
 
St Edward’s Corfe Castle will not be open for individual prayer on 
Wednesdays between 9am and 10am 
 

Bible Readings - September 2020 
 
Sunday 6th September                                              13th Sunday after Trinity 
                                                                                Psalm 119: 33 – 40 
                                                                                Romans 13: 8 – end 
                                                                                Ezekiel 33: 7 – 11 
                                                                                Matthew 18: 15 – 20 
 
Sunday 13th September                                            14th Sunday after Trinity 
                                                                                Psalm 103: 1 – 13 
                                                                                Genesis 50: 15 – 21 
                                                                                Romans 14: 1 – 12 
                                                                                Matthew 18: 21 – 35 
 
Sunday 20th September                                            15th Sunday after Trinity 
                                                                                Psalm 145: 1 – 8 
                                                                                Jonah 3: 10 – end of 4 
                                                                                Philippians 1: 21 – end 
                                                                                Matthew 20: 1 – 16 
 
Sunday 27th September                                            16th Sunday after Trinity 
                                                                                Psalm 25: 1 – 8 
                                                                                Ezekiel 18: 1 – 4; 25 – end 
                                                                                Philippians 2: 1 – 13 
                                                                                Matthew 21: 23 – 32 
 
Sunday 4th October                                                  17th Sunday after Trinity 
                                                                                Psalm 80: 9 – 17 
                                                                                Isaiah 5: 1 – 7 
                                                                                Philippians 3: 4B – 14 
                                                                                Matthew 21: 33 – end 
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Ride and Stride, Saturday 12th September 
 
Once again it is the time of year to walk around the churches of Corfe  Valley 
in aid of the Dorset Historic Churches Trust. At the moment a select group of 
two (myself and Helen Finch) will be walking from Corfe Castle to Kingston, 
Kimmeridge, Steeple and Church Knowle before staggering back to Corfe 
Castle. If anyone wishes to join us for all or part of the walk please contact 
Penelope Smith. 
If anyone would like to sponsor us this can be done online at 
justgiving.com/fundraising/corfecastlestedwardspas 
or we are happy to receive cash. All money raised will go to DHCT then half 
will come back to St Edward’s. Like many organisations we have not been 
able to fundraise this year so anything you can give will be much appreciated. 
 
Penelope Smith 01929 480109 
 

All aspects of Interior and Exterior Decoration
High Quality, Friendly, Reliable Service

For a Free Estimate - Please Call Russell
Tel: 01929 480045 

Mob: 07810 800622
Web: www.decorationdesign.co.uk

Decoration Design
1 Townsend Road, Corfe Castle, BH20 5ET
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THE ARTIST AND THE POLITICIAN AT ST EDWARDS 

The medieval church of St 
Edwards was reconstructed in 
1859. It was in the 1940s, 
however, that the collaboration 
between two rather different 
people - the pioneer woman 
Member of Parliament Marjorie 
Graves (1884-1961) and the 
ecclesiastical artist Martin 
Travers (1886-1948) – created 
much of the visual effect we see 
today. 

Travers’ work is now being 
reassessed as a significant church 
artist and designer of the first 
half of the 20th C, and it was 
during the incumbency of 
William York Batley, who became 
Rector in 1938, that major 
refurbishments were undertaken 
under Travers’ supervision.  The 
elegant wooden screen by the Chapel of the Holy Spirit in the north aisle was 
the first of his works in 1938. His involvement with St Edwards would last 
until his death in 1948. He went on to design and furnish the Chapel with an 
altar, altar cross and two silver gilded candlesticks. An existing drawing from 
1938 for the Chapel also displays a tester representing the Holy Spirit as a 
dove (it was never done), and hangings with medieval motifs and a curtain 
reredos.      

Travers ’ecclesiastical designs blend modernism with a medieval style popular 
with many Anglo-catholic Anglicans. It was a style which increasingly fell out 
of favour during the 20th century, and was even then considered retrograde 
by his more modernist contemporaries. There was much criticism of his work 
and some of his furnishings were removed from churches in subsequent 
decades, especially during the 1970s. Yet his aim had been to offer highly 
decorative design using affordable, even cheap, materials for use in Parish 
Churches whose budgets were dictated by financial constraints. At St 

Edwards, this marriage of affordable materials with decorative style is best 
exemplified by the gilded, ornate cover (1938) for the medieval baptismal 
font. Several other items are attributed to him including the oak seats around 
the font in the Tower. 

But it is Travers’ work as a stained- glass artist, and his collaboration with 
Marjorie Graves MP during the 1940s which had the most significant impact 
on St Edwards. Marjorie Graves held the seat of Hackney South between 
October 1931 and November 1935. As a Conservative MP, she both won the 
seat from, and lost it to, Labour’s Herbert Morrison. She became an MP 
following an early career in the Civil Service; in 1914 she was employed in the 
Foreign Office and attended the Paris Peace Conference after the First World 
War in 1919. She then moved to the Intelligence Department of the Home 
Office and became a Conservative Member of Holborn Borough Council. In 
1936 she was part of the British Delegation to the League of Nations. 

Marjorie Graves settled in Cocknowle and she became a member of the 
County Council. Her involvement with Martin Travers’ work at St Edwards is 
thought to date from sometime between 1943 and 1946 when Travers 

designed and began to work on a 
Memorial Window to her. The 
window is in the east wall of the 
Chapel Travers had refurbished, 
and displays the Holy Spirit as a 
dove looking down from above at 
a scene depicting The 
Annunciation. The Graves coat of 
arms features in the right- hand 
panel. The window was 
completed in 1948 by Travers’ 
pupil Laurence Lee who went on 
to work at Coventry Cathedral. 
Marjorie Graves’ support for St 
Edwards and Travers’ work 
continued into the late 1940s 
when in 1947 she sent the Rector 
a cheque for £500 to help with 
the church restoration being 
carried out by Travers. Her 

contribution was specifically  Memorial Window in the Chapel 
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VOYCE 
 

Builders Limited 
 

New Build 
Listed Buildings 

Extensions and Alterations 
 

01929 462167 
 

voycebuild@tiscali.co.uk 

  
BUSINESS ACCOUNTING 

PERSONAL TAX RETURNS 
 

BUSINESS ADVICE 
 

      I specialise in the following areas: 
           Maintenance of cash ledgers 
           Preparation of accounts 
           Preparation of VAT returns 
           General advice on book keeping 
           Helping with paperwork and filing 
           Friendly advice from a local professional 
 
     Preparation of personal tax returns 
 
     For a free discussion without obligation 
 
     Chris Watkins    BA Hons  (Corfe Castle) 
     Tel:                    01929 477284 
     Mobile:               07740630333       
     Email:                cwfinance@gmail.com Prices start from £10 per dog walk

Contact us for a chat and a quote

✓ Dog walking tailored to your needs

✓ Pet feeding services

✓ Doggy day care for locals and holidaymakers

✓ Puppy training and socialisation

✓ Dog-friendly walking tours

Fully insured!

All dogs welcome!

Friendly & reliable 
service!

DDoogg wwaallkkiinngg aanndd 
ootthheerr sseerrvviicceess 

Contact us on:
   07974 321128 
   katewhattam@live.co.uk
Or find us on Facebook

aimed at redesigning the East window ‘…according to the magnificent design 
by Mr Martin Travers’. Martin Travers died in 1948. The beautiful stained 
glass window we see today is what Martin Travers designed and completed in 
his workshop in 1947; he altered the tracery of the window so that it features 
four lights (glass panels) rather than the original three using experimental 
techniques to blend in the original glass with the new.  

Perhaps it seems contradictory that a very ‘modern’ independent 20th 
century woman should have so enjoyed an ecclesiastic artist often criticised 
for being backward looking. Yet Marjorie Graves’ reasons for commissioning 
Martin Travers’ work may resonate with us today. As she wrote in a letter to 
Dr Dru Drury: ‘…It will be a great honour to meet Mr. Travers – you will know 
how much I look forward to the opportunity because he represents stability 
in an unstable world.’   

We’d love to hear from anyone who has any memories of Marjorie Graves or 
Martin Travers. Please get in touch with St Edwards to Elizabeth on 07703 
387189. 

 

 

CORFE CASTLE COMMUNITY LIBRARY 
 

Telephone 480760 
OPENING HOURS 

 

        MONDAY............................................2.30 - 4.30 pm 
    TUESDAY ..........................................Closed        
 WEDNESDAY..............................11 – 12 am and 3 – 5 pm 
 THURSDAY........................................Closed 
 FRIDAY...............................................Closed 
 SATURDAY........................................10.00 - 12.00 am 

For more details: Contact 01929 480760 - During opening hours 
Renewals 01202 224311 
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Dear supporters and friends of PICMF

We had been hoping that our Beethoven Marathon could go ahead on 
the 4th & 5th September as planned. Unfortunately on the 31st July the 
government postponed the planned recommencement of indoor concerts 
and this has left us with no choice but to cancel the event.

We are hoping to find other ways to celebrate Beethoven's anniversary 
and we will write to you all again as soon as we can give more details.

Until then, take care and stay safe and positive.

Warm regards,

PICMF Team

CHIROPODY 
Home Visits & Clinic Appointments 
Comprehensive Foot Care &Diabetic Patients Care 

HPC registered 
Member of the Society of Chiropodists & Podiatrists  

  
Appointments Call 

07979 840542 

www.swanagechirpopdy.co.uk 
Bring this page along for a £5 off your FIRST  treatment 

• We offer domes+c and commercial services 
• We ensure every job is carried out professionally with precision, care and 

respect to your land and the environment.  
• We cover all aspects of tree services including: pruning, felling, hedge 

cu?ng, storm debris removal, emergency call outs, drone rescue etc. 
• Rempstone Tree Management operators are fully qualified and insured. 

Please contact us on (01929) 480272   Jack, mobile 07398 263490 

email info@rempstonetreemanagement.co.uk 

www.rempstonetreemanagement.co.uk
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Pioneer View September 2020 

Dear Friends, 

In this month’s Pioneer View, I would like to reflect on the phrase  

“Seize the day, and put extraordinarily little trust in tomorrow (the future)” 

or as it is sometimes referred to, “carpe diem”.  It is in these uncertain times 
that seizing the day is key to making the most of our time and gifts.  

If there is one single lesson that has emerged for me from this pandemic it is 
the value of living for the present moment, simply because we do not know 
what the future holds. This encourages us to be mindful of the moment and to 
live this present moment out fully and completely.  

How often have we heard family members and friends say: “Where has the 
time gone?”, “Life is too short”.   By seizing the day, we make the most of the 
moment, we live for the present as we can never know what the future holds, 
or what is around the corner.  

Maybe we need to begin to reflect on what we do with our time, how we 
prioritise things. Could this be our starting point? What is urgent? What is it 
important?  By simply pressing the pause button and scrutinising our priorities 
we can then begin to seize the day.  

Seizing the day may also require us to grasp opportunities that pass our way.  

It is important to live in this moment, so let me conclude with a quote from 
Edith Schaeffer: 

“You have started, whether you recognize that fact or not. We foolish mortals 
sometimes live through years of not realizing how short life is, and that 

TODAY is our life.”  

What will you do with your time? Life is indeed short. 

Go well  

Peter  

Chair: Growing Compassionate communities  

www.growingcompassion.org.uk 
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Church Knowle Village Hall 
Traditional Village Hall available for hire - £10 per hour * 

Large Car Park – Close to the Church – PRS Licence 
All enquires - Telephone 01929 480534 

*Regular & long term hires by negotiation 

www.churchknowle.doomby.com 

The Veterans Forge 
 
At the veterans' forge, we are all volunteers and all 
funds go to keeping the forge running. We work 
with BLSEMA SSAFA RBL UK BLIND 
VETERANS and others to provide 
Blacksmithing days as a therapy.  
We also so take on commissions and repairs and 
restorations.  
Contact us on 07565405103  
Email us at theveterans@theveteransforgecic.com 
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Corfe Castle Gardening Club 
 

Don’t forget to join us for our Zoom Gardening Club Meetings at 8pm on 
September 3rd and October 1st. 
Details will arrive from Gerry Stoker, our Secretary.   
 
A major topic of conversation in the UK is “the weather” and we’ve had, and 
have, plenty to chat about. Unsurprisingly, the new subject of choice is Covid 
19. 
 
Musing about yet another pundit telling us that we have to “embrace” and 
“adapt to” the ‘new normal’, (in hushed tones, like it meant we’re all going to 
grow two heads and five feet), I wanted to say ‘Stop fussing and dramatizing! 
We have been embracing and adapting as a race for millennia and as individuals 
almost from the hour of our birth.’  We start by having doting adults respond to 
our every bleat and squeak, move through socialisation among other kids, on to 
school then big school, further education or work.  Next we are the doting 
parent and, all too soon, face retirement. 
Every new step on life’s journey requires us to adapt and, unless we become a 
hermit, change, to cope with new conditions, new norms, new responsibilities.  
 
So it is with our gardening.  How many changes can you think of right off?  A 
couple to get you started.   
As I boy I wandered down the length of my granddad’s back garden; rows of 
spuds, cabbage, runner and broad beans, cauli’s and onions, to name a few. 
Then houses were built in towns without garden enough to swing the 
proverbial. Later came the allotment boom and later still the supermarkets 
where you could buy fresh carrots cheaper than a packet of seeds, so why fight 
the carrot fly?  Gardens became play space for the kids or, at best, more 
ornamental and filled with flowers.  
For those who continued to garden came a cornucopia of chemicals.  They 
would root it, grow it, green it, kill it, or kill every bug known to us - and a few 
that weren’t.  Slowly we seem to be edging back to valuing fresh food straight 
from the garden or the recently re-established allotment. A move towards 
“wilding” the spaces and less emphasis on flowers in serried ranks assembled, 
and less reliance on the chemicals, aiming for a more natural approach and 
outcome. 
 
“To live is to change” said a wise man many years ago.  (Biologists agree with 
him).  Some changes I could do without – like taking three times as long to do a 

simple task in house or garden or needing chemicals to control the aches rather 
than the aphids! 
So we adapt, and embrace what nature gives us, be it blooms or babies, backache 
or bacteria, variegated leaves or viruses, blackfly or butterflies, honey fungus or 
honey. 
Some we shall welcome with open arms, others not so much. It is all part of life’s 
rich tapestry and we garden lovers are in a wonderful position to understand that, 
for we cope with changing seasons, and changes to the seasons! Enjoy your 
garden and your closer walk with nature, worry less about tomorrow and enjoy the 
beauty, the challenges and the satisfactions of today. 

David 
Today is the Tomorrow you worried about Yesterday. 

 

Harman’s Cross Movie Night 
 
Owing to the coronavirus outbreak no films are being shown until further notice. 
Our website will be updated as and when we plan to resume. 
(https://www.harmanscrosshall.co.uk/Movie-Nights).  

 
 

Langton Arthouse Cinema 
 
Owing to the coronavirus outbreak no films will be shown until further notice. Our 
website will be updated as and when we plan to resume. 
(www.LangtonArthouseCinema.co.uk). 

 
 

Litter Free Purbeck 

After 4 years and with the wonderful team having collected over 70 bags of 
litter from the roads, paths and public areas of Corfe Castle, Liz Short will be 
stepping down as Litter Free Purbeck's Corfe Castle co-ordinator on 1st October 
2020.  The enforced break caused by coronavirus is a good time for a fresh pair 
of gloves to take over running the village litter picks.  If you'd like to pick up 
the (rubbish) bag and run with it please do get in touch!  (rupert.liz@gmail.com 
or 480447). 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Notices and Thanks 

55

 
 

 

 
 

Corfe Castle Gardening Club 
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For those who continued to garden came a cornucopia of chemicals.  They 
would root it, grow it, green it, kill it, or kill every bug known to us - and a few 
that weren’t.  Slowly we seem to be edging back to valuing fresh food straight 
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“wilding” the spaces and less emphasis on flowers in serried ranks assembled, 
and less reliance on the chemicals, aiming for a more natural approach and 
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“To live is to change” said a wise man many years ago.  (Biologists agree with 
him).  Some changes I could do without – like taking three times as long to do a 
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Dr William Ormerod 
 
Marion, Alison, James and Amanda would like to say thank you so much for 
the kind condolences we received on the very sad death of dear William, 
husband and father, who died on Friday 31 July peacefully at home aged eighty-
three. 

 

  
The Editor has received the following Letter and has an email address if 

anyone wants to Reply. 
 

Please may I introduce myself - my name is Derek Senneck from Castle Combe 
in Wiltshire and my Ancestry lies in Corfe and surrounding area. In the days of 
Corfe Carnival being held I attended many times and even took part on a float 
back in 1967!  

Even though the Carnival is no longer held I have tried to make a trip to Corfe 
most years on what would have been the traditional Carnival day ie. the second 
Saturday in August (8th this year). Unfortunately, due to the dreaded Corona 
virus, this year I will not have the enjoyment of visiting your wonderful village 
on what I think is a special day. However Corfe will certainly be in my thoughts 
and of course I can look at Corfe Station via the on-line web cam. 

The purpose of my e-mail is to wish all the inhabitants of Corfe Castle parish 
good health and a safe future and I look forward very much to when I can again 
make the journey from one castle to another. 

I said earlier that my heritage lies in Corfe. My Mother was a 'Vincent' and 
raised (along with her many siblings) at Rollington while my Father's family 
lived at varying times at Bushey, Little Woolgarston, Knitson etc. Hence the 
reason I have such an affinity to the area. Some of your Councillors may 
recognise the two family names? 

Not knowing who to direct my greetings to I thought that the Parish Council 
would be a good starting point especially with the 8th August being a few days 
away and I believe a PC Meeting is due soon? 

May I send very best wishes to yourself, the PC and all at Corfe Castle. 

Kind regards 

Derek Senneck 
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Are you scam aware?

The coronavirus crisis means more people are facing 
issues - from employment and debt, to housing and 
health - resulting in some being in vulnerable situations. 

Added to this, the overall heightened uncertainty and anxiety caused by the 
pandemic is making some people more vulnerable and more likely to fall victim 
to a scam.

If you think you’ve been scammed Citizens Advice is here to help. If you 
receive emails or texts about coronavirus from someone you don't know, or 
from an unusual email address, you are advised not to click on any links or buy 
anything.

Don't give money or personal details to anyone you don't know or trust - for 
example someone who knocks on the door and offers to help.
As the Covid-19 pandemic has developed, scammers are finding new ways to 
scam people. 
Here are four examples of recent coronavirus scams that you should be 
aware of:

1. Spoof texts and emails - Scammers are using spoof emails and text 
messages pretending to be government agencies, like HMRC. This might 
include offering payments if you click on a link or a request for bank details.

2. Voucher scams - Scammers have pretended to be supermarkets offering 
money-off vouchers. The aim is to steal credit card details when you click on 
the link. 

3. Fake medical kits - Scammers are preying on health worries around 
coronavirus to sell fake or substandard medical products, and home testing kits.

4. Online shopping scams - As we’re all at home more than normal, scammers 
are using increases in online shopping to scam victims, including asking for 
payment of goods by bank transfer.

You can find lots of help with spotting and reporting scams on the Citizens 
Advice website at https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk

If you suspect you have been scammed and need help with what to do next, 
contact Purbeck Citizens Advice on 01929 551913 or contact us via our 
webform on www.purbeckadvice.org.uk . During weekends you can speak to an 
adviser on Dorset Adviceline on 03444 111 444 between 10am and 1pm on 
Saturdays and Sundays.

The Etches Collection Museum of Jurassic Marine Life

We Are Good to Go!
The museum has the “Good to Go” kitemark. 

Social distancing and sanitisation measures are in 
place across the museum, designed to keep our 

visitors, staff and volunteers safe. Hand sanitiser 
stations are at key places throughout to enable 

visitors to sanitise hands before and after entering, 
please use these as you come into the museum, 

before entering the main gallery, halls, restrooms 
and as you leave the building.

We look forward to seeing you all.

NEW EXHIBITIONS
We have some new collections on display!

A new species of Plesiosaur – Kimmerosaurus
Pelvis of a giant Pliosaur whose bones indicate a giant predator over 10m in 

length
A Plesiosaur Colymbosaurus – the first specimen found with jaws and teeth!

JOBS
Morning Cleaner required for the Etches Collection Museum, in Kimmeridge.

1.5hrs a day, 4-5 days per week
£10 per hour

&
Front of House Assistant required at the Etches Collection Museum, in 

Kimmeridge
Varied hours mainly weekend & holiday working

Would suit student
Salary dependant on age and experience.

To apply for these please send your CV and covering letter to: 
info@theetchescollection.org

If you are interested in Volunteering here at The Etches Collection, visit our 
website on how to become a Volunteer at a ‘Jewel’ in the crown of the Jurassic 

Coast!
If you require any more information, please visit 

www.theetchescollection.org
Facebook
Twitter

01929 270000
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As the Covid-19 pandemic has developed, scammers are finding new ways to 
scam people. 
Here are four examples of recent coronavirus scams that you should be 
aware of:

1. Spoof texts and emails - Scammers are using spoof emails and text 
messages pretending to be government agencies, like HMRC. This might 
include offering payments if you click on a link or a request for bank details.

2. Voucher scams - Scammers have pretended to be supermarkets offering 
money-off vouchers. The aim is to steal credit card details when you click on 
the link. 

3. Fake medical kits - Scammers are preying on health worries around 
coronavirus to sell fake or substandard medical products, and home testing kits.

4. Online shopping scams - As we’re all at home more than normal, scammers 
are using increases in online shopping to scam victims, including asking for 
payment of goods by bank transfer.

You can find lots of help with spotting and reporting scams on the Citizens 
Advice website at https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk

If you suspect you have been scammed and need help with what to do next, 
contact Purbeck Citizens Advice on 01929 551913 or contact us via our 
webform on www.purbeckadvice.org.uk . During weekends you can speak to an 
adviser on Dorset Adviceline on 03444 111 444 between 10am and 1pm on 
Saturdays and Sundays.

The Etches Collection Museum of Jurassic Marine Life

We Are Good to Go!
The museum has the “Good to Go” kitemark. 

Social distancing and sanitisation measures are in 
place across the museum, designed to keep our 

visitors, staff and volunteers safe. Hand sanitiser 
stations are at key places throughout to enable 

visitors to sanitise hands before and after entering, 
please use these as you come into the museum, 

before entering the main gallery, halls, restrooms 
and as you leave the building.

We look forward to seeing you all.

NEW EXHIBITIONS
We have some new collections on display!

A new species of Plesiosaur – Kimmerosaurus
Pelvis of a giant Pliosaur whose bones indicate a giant predator over 10m in 

length
A Plesiosaur Colymbosaurus – the first specimen found with jaws and teeth!

JOBS
Morning Cleaner required for the Etches Collection Museum, in Kimmeridge.

1.5hrs a day, 4-5 days per week
£10 per hour

&
Front of House Assistant required at the Etches Collection Museum, in 

Kimmeridge
Varied hours mainly weekend & holiday working

Would suit student
Salary dependant on age and experience.

To apply for these please send your CV and covering letter to: 
info@theetchescollection.org

If you are interested in Volunteering here at The Etches Collection, visit our 
website on how to become a Volunteer at a ‘Jewel’ in the crown of the Jurassic 

Coast!
If you require any more information, please visit 

www.theetchescollection.org
Facebook
Twitter

01929 270000
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Response to the Article about Church Terrace in the August CVN 
 
I have enjoyed the article in the latest CVN about Church Terrace. Can I offer 
three related titbits. 
 
1 Church Terrace was occupied by Frank Berwick and his wife whose first 
name was I think Mary. They had two daughters, May and Cecily. Frank 
Berwick was not a local man. Mary’s maiden name was Ford and she was one 
of the large local family of Fords. She had been milkmaid at Blashenwell Farm 
as a young girl. Frank's background is long and interesting but not relevant here. 
I believe the family came to Corfe Castle sometime just before the First World 
War and initially lived in what is now the Pink Goat where Frank, who was a 
tailor, was to be seen sitting in the bay windows in order to get the maximum 
amount of light while working . In those days most clothes were tailor-made 
and hand stitched.  May married a soldier who was billeted on them during the 
First World War and went off to London with her man. The rest of the family 
moved into 1 Church Terrace in the 1920s, where Frank died in 1933. Mary 
continued there until she died in about 1950; and Cecily, by then known 
universally as Nan, lived there until she died in, I think, 1995. Nan Berwick 
never married.   
 
I remember Eddie Holland, whose knowledge of Corfe Castle matters was 
encyclopaedic, saying that just after the First World War the Bankes family put 
railings around the Castle and someone (whom he named) who had lost a leg in 
the First World War was given the job of collecting the entrance fees. I believe 
it was at this time that Corfe villagers decided that they were not prepared to 
pay to go into their Castle and ripped the railings down. That is the origin of the 
right of anyone who lives in Corfe Castle to go into the Castle without paying. 
The National Trust seems sometimes to forget this. Perhaps the time is coming 
when we should tear the railings down again. I guess Robert Baverstock at 3 
Church Terrace would have been the supervisor of he who collected the fees.   
 
The house in East St nearly opposite Mortons House, where Peter Tate lived 
until recently, is known as the Old Curatage. Particularly in the 19th century 
Corfe Castle must have been a well- endowed parish; the Bankes family 
particularly put a lot of money into the parish, and the incumbent Rector was 
often either a member of the Bankes family or a Bond. The Rector would have 
lived at the Glebe House on the road to Church Knowle and presumably rode 
over on his horse or in a carriage if he wanted to take a service. Otherwise the 
curate  had to manage. I speculate that the curate may even have received a note 
from the Rector at very short notice telling him that he was to take, for example, 
Evensong. The Curate's Walk would therefore have been very valuable to the 
curate to get into church quickly.    Michael (Bond). 

What is Purbeck Coast FM? 
We are a community radio station for Purbeck in Dorset, 

broadcasting on the frequency 101.2FM to Swanage and the 
surrounding area. Listen anywhere on purbeckcoast.com  

 

Requests to PC station manager-hello@purbeckcoast.com. 
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SWANAGE & PURBECK TAXI 

LOCAL/LONG DISTANCE 

COMPETATIVE RATES FOR, DOCKS 

HOSPITALS, LONDON DAY TRIPS, ETC 

CALL MARTIN ON:      07969 927424 

 

 

 DOORS WINDOWS & LOCKS 
 

Glass repairs & Misted Damaged double glazed units replaced PVC-U & 
Timber Windows & Doors supplied & installed Interior doors supplied & 
fitted 
Locks Opened – Replaced – Upgraded 
Handles-Hinges-Letter boxes-Seals & Gaskets Replaced. Snapped keys 
Extracted. Secondary glazing supplied and fitted  
 

Tel: 01929 481496 – Mobile: 07484186617 
 

Email: dwlocks@outlook.com   - FENSA-MTC-CRB checked 
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Salisbury Cathedral’s Spirit & Endeavour exhibition 
 
This year Salisbury Cathedral opened its largest art exhibition for 20 years as 
part of its 800th anniversary celebrations.  
Sadly, within a week, the lockdown due to coronavirus was imposed and 
although the public had access to the exhibits outside, nobody was able to see 
the artworks inside - until now.  
Celebrating 800 years of Spirit and Endeavour comprises 20 pieces of work 
by some of the most important contemporary artists of the 20th and 21st 
century, including Antony Gormley, Henry Moore and Grayson Perry. 
Visitors can see sculpture, tapestry, kinetic and digital installations on the 
lawns and inside the building. 
The cathedral has had to reduce the number of people it can welcome at one 
time for safety reasons, so visitors need to book in advance. 

Opening hours are Monday to Saturday 10am to 2.30pm. 
If you are unable to visit in person, you can take a virtual tour of the exhibition 
(there’s a family friendly version too) by visiting 
www.salisburycathedral.co.uk 

Large Reclining Figure by Henry Moore keeps watch in the rain on the 
cathedral’s 800th birthday in April. 

Curated by Jacquiline Creswell, the cathedral’s visual arts adviser, the 
exhibition runs until 2021.  
A catalogue is on sale with listings supplied by galleries, museums and 
foundations.  
• Sadly, Confluence, the much-anticipated flower festival has been postponed 
due to the coronavirus restrictions. 
More than 300 flower arrangers from across the Diocese of Salisbury were 
due to join festival designers Michael Bowyer, Pam Lewis and Angela Turner 
to put on the show in September. 
The Festival has been postponed until 2022. 
“The festival will run from Tuesday 10th to Sunday 15th May 2022,” said 
Michael. “The decision to go to 2022 is because in 2021 both Chichester and 
Winchester already have festivals planned.” 
 

When Soak Becomes Spill by 
Subodh Gupta on Choristers’ Green 
stands as a beacon of light and hope 
in troubled times. 

The tapestry Death of a Working Hero by 
Grayson Perry is on display in front of the 
cathedral’s west door. 

(Pictures copyright Katharine Shearing). 
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REGULAR EVENTS 

 
MONDAY  

 
 Ballet – Miranda Hindson - Tel 07919441836 

or Mjlballet@gmail.com 
 Short  Mat Bowls@ 14.00 

 
TUESDAY 

 
 Whist Drive – Eileen Cake 01929 552393 (alternate Tuesdays 

@ 7.30pm) 
 Short Mat Bowls @ 14.00  

 
WEDNESDAY 

 
 Say So Drama – 10.30 – 12.00 with Emma for adults with 

learning disabilities – 07725 942609 
 Yoga – Pam Steele - Tel 01929 556714 

or pamsteeleyoga@googlemail.com  
 Ballet – Miranda Hindson - Tel 07919441836 

or Mjlballet@gmail.com  
 

THURSDAY 
 

 Health Qigong– Penny Youssef - Tel 07969925502 
or pennyyoussef1@gmail.com  
 

FRIDAY 
 

 Short Mat Bowls –@ 14.00 
 Zhineng Qigong-  Penny Youssef - Tel 07969 925502 

or pennyyoussef1@gmail.com 
 

SUNDAY 
 

 Purbeck Antiques Collectors Fayre – (Last Sunday of each 
month) phone Lesley 01929 425402 

 

TO BOOK THE HALL  
TELEPHONE 07731 571496 

OR 
WWWFURZEBROOKHALL.ORG 

Email FurzebrookHall@outlook.com 
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Kimmeridge News 
 
No surprise that Kimmeridge has been busy during August with plenty of 
visitors. On the whole people have been good about social distancing and 
appear to be making good use of the beach area and the water in the hot spell 
that we had!  
 
As always it is only a minority who cause problems – the fire brigade were 
called to put out a fire in the car park caused by a thoughtless family having a 
BBQ on the tinder-dry grass – surprise, surprise, the grass caught fire! The 
Wareham Fire Service were quick to put it out and I am sure give appropriate 
“advice”! Another concern has been the car park in the army ranges at Creech 
Hill which appears to have become a free campsite for the summer with lots of 
campervans there most nights. 
 
On the good side Clavells, The Etches Collection and the Marine Centre are 
now open and being well-used by visitors. 
 
At the toll Gate we have a new face – Rose Ward who as well as taking the 
money also is a fount of local information for our visitors – welcome to Rose! 
 
Kimmeridge Coastguard Rescue Team have remained active locally with a 
number of rescues carried out jointly with neighbouring teams covering the 
area all the way from St Alban’s Head to Ringstead Bay. Fortunately, we have 
been nothing like as busy as during the first couple of weeks after the easing 
of Lockdown which included repeated incidents at Durdle Door. Let’s hope it 
stays that way for the rest of the holiday season. 
 
Steve & Helen Earwicker (earwicker@btinternet.com) 

We’re back! 
 
After 4 months of furlough for staff, we were delighted to re-open the Wild 
Seas Centre on the shoreline of Kimmeridge Bay, on Wednesday 5th August. 
We spent a week beforehand, re-arranging the Centre to comply with 
government COVID-19 guidelines, deep cleaning and making it safe for both 
staff and visitors to return. Our safety procedures include a one-way system 
around the centre, no-touch displays, wearing of face-coverings, hand 
sanitising and hand washing stations available for visitors, and card-only 
payments in the shop. We look forward to welcoming you back. 
 
Unfortunately we have had to keep our aquarium room closed as social 
distancing and ventilation would be very limited in there. However our 
artificial rock pool in the main part of the Centre is up and running and the 
inhabitants are waiting to see you.  
 
As always we have had lots of enquiries about our Snorkel Trail in 
Kimmeridge Bay. Regrettably we were unable to lay it out back in May so it is 
not in place this summer.  However the bay is a wonderful place for 
snorkelling when the weather is fine and the sea calm and clear. We are happy 
to advise on conditions and suitability if you want to ring the Centre before 
you visit. We also have adult and children masks and snorkels for sale. 
 

New opening times. 
Our reduced opening days and times are Wednesday to Sunday from 11am 
until 4pm. We will be closed on Mondays and Tuesdays. On occasion we may 
also need to close for lunch from 1 – 1.30pm. 
 
We hope to see you down at Kimmeridge again soon. 
 

Julie Hatcher 
Wild Seas Centre Officer 

Dorset Wildlife Trust 
Fine Foundation Wild Seas Centre,  
Kimmeridge Bay, Wareham, BH20 5PE  
01929 481044   
kimmeridge@dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk    

Experienced Gardener Required 
 

Our lovely gardener who has been with us for many years is retiring and we 
are looking for someone to take care of our gardens.  
 

We are looking for a reliable person who can help with the vegetable patch, 
maintain the herbaceous borders, help with planting and keep the lawns nicely 
mowed and hedges trimmed. Greenhouse experience would help too.  
 

Garden is two acres and we would like someone two or three days per week, 
excellent rates. We are based near Church Knowle. 
 

Please email secretgarden@me.com 
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 ‘SAVE OUR SERVICE’ 
APPEAL REACHES £261,809 
ON 25th ANNIVERSARY OF 

CORFE CASTLE & NORDEN 
STEAM TRAIN RETURN 

 
An urgent £360,000 ‘Save Our Service’ appeal to help the award-winning 
Swanage Railway survive in the wake of the economic effects of 
Coronavirus has reached £261,809 – on the 25th anniversary of steam trains 
returning to Corfe Castle and Norden for the first time since 1967. 
 
Swanage Railway Trust chairman Gavin Johns is appealing to the public to 
continue to donate to the S.O.S. fund because the appeal, launched in late 
March, 2020, needs to reach its target despite a restricted steam and diesel 
passenger train service returning to the preserved line. 
 
Gavin said: “We immensely grateful, and very humbled, by the response to the 
‘Save Our Service’ appeal so far and I am urging the public to still give 
generously as our restricted train service of less trains – due to the need for 
cleaning and longer boarding times with allocated seating – is less profitable 
with 60 per cent fewer seats available due to the need to maintain social 
distancing to keep our passengers safe. 
 
“The Swanage Railway is still fighting for its survival in these extraordinary 
and unprecedented times. Several generations of dedicated volunteers have 
rebuilt the Swanage Railway from nothing since 1976 and there is still so much 
more to achieve. 
 
“The ‘Save Our Service’ appeal reached £261,809 on the 25th anniversary of the 
Swanage Railway returning steam trains to Corfe Castle and Norden in August, 
1995, for the first time since the summer of 1967 and the days of British Rail. 
 
The Swanage Railway resumed a socially distanced, allocated seating passenger 
train service between Norden and Swanage – hauled by a 1960s ex-British 
Railways Southern Region Class 33 heritage diesel locomotive – on Saturday, 
11 July, 2020. 
 
Steam locomotives started hauling the passenger train service from Saturday, 
18 July, 2020, with Corfe Castle station reopening to passengers on Saturday, 1 
August, 2020. 
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A one-way system has been introduced at Corfe Castle station to keep 
passengers safe while 
Harman’s Cross station 
and Herston Halt, the 
latter on the outskirts of 
Swanage, remain closed 
to the public. 
 
Gavin explained: “We 
decided to re-introduce 
our passenger services in 
a restricted and staged 
way so that we could 
become confident at safe 
operation of each stage 

before proceeding to the 
next.  This has worked 

well with many customers saying how well they thought our planning and 
operations were. 
 
“We are pleased with the public response to our restricted train service – nine 
return trains a day during August, both steam and diesel – given the detailed 
work our staff have put in and the extremely unusual nature of post Covid-19 
business,” he added. 
 
Rebuilt since 1976, the Swanage Railway – in Dorset’s Isle of Purbeck – carried 
more than 200,000 passengers in 2019 and contributed more than £15 million a 
year to the Isle of Purbeck economy. 
 
The Swanage Railway’s fund-raising chairman, Randy Coldham, said: “The 
‘Save Our Service’ appeal can be found at www.saveourservice.co.uk  where 
donations can be made by PayPal, debit or credit card. Donations can also be 
made through our Facebook page. 
 
“The public can easily donate by phone to the ‘Save Our Service’ appeal by 
texting ‘SOS’ to 70470 to donate £10 which costs £10 plus a standard rate 
message or other amounts between £1 and £20,” added Randy who is a 
volunteer signalman on the Swanage Railway. 
 
Clearly marked ‘Save Our Service’ appeal, cheques can also be sent to the 
Swanage Railway Trust at Station House, Station Approach, Swanage, Dorset, 
BH19 1HB. 
 

257 Squadron at Corfe August 2020  
Courtesy Andrew Wright 
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HAPPY HOUNDS 
            HOME FROM HOME 
                            DOG BOARDING   

                             
                              One to one dog boarding 

                                  
                               LOCAL HOSTS  

                                    A SMALL REPUTABLE                                                                                                                                                          
                                 ESTABLISHED BUSINESS 

 
  YOU WILL MEET THE SELECTED HOST. 

YOUR DOG WILL BE LOOKED AFTER AND CARED FOR 
THEY WAY YOU DO. 

Whilst you are away you can be rest              assured. 
           For more details please contact HELEN 

01590 681790 – 07702 646909 
or visit my web site www.happy-hounds-dorset.co.uk 

      GIVE YOUR DOG A HOLIDAY...... 
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foleys
                       Valley Road, Swanage BH19 3DZ

                RECEPTION.
                Tel: 01929 480215. Email: info@foleysgarage.co.uk
                    SALES.
               Tel: 01929 503115. Email: sales@foleysgarage.co.uk
                     SPAR SHOP
                    Tel: 01929 480097. Email: shop@foleysgarage.co.uk

For all your Motoring needs, including: A Small Selection of our used cars
Service & Repairs 2012 (12) Nissan Micra 1.2 Acenta Puredrive
MOT Testing 5 Dr, White, Sat Nav, FSH, 31000 Mls £4995
Tyres, Batteries & Exausts 2012 (12) BMW 116 SE Step Auto in Silver, 5 
Courtesy Cars Available on Request Door 1 Owner and FSH, 57000 Mls     £8795
Collection & Delivery Service 2016 (16) Vauxhall Viva SE 5 Dr in Grey
Air Conditioning Servicing 1 Owner & only 19000 miles, Air Cond
Murco Fuels Only £20 Road Fund Licence              £6495
Parts for all Makes of Cars 2012 (12) Audi A5 3.0TDi S-Line Black

Edition, 2 Dr Coupe in Silver, Sat Nav
Xenon Lights, Bluetooth, 72000 Mls  £12995

Spar Logo 2015 (15) Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 T Ltd Edition
3 Dr in Grey with 17” Black Alloys, one 

We have a well stocked Spar shop owner, FSH and only 26000 Mls        £7995
    on site with ample parking 2017 (17) Skoda Octavia 1.4 TSi SE in Grey 
Fresh Produce sold daily 5 Dr, Only 9600 Mls, Sat Nav, DAB Radio
Food and Hot Drinks Parking Sensors, Bluetooth       £14495
Wines Beers and Spirits 2015 (65) Renault Twingo 1.0 SCE 5 Door
Logs and Coal Dynamique in Met Red, one owner, FSH
Newspapers only 13000 Mls, 7” Screen Sat Nav, 2 x USB
Vapes, Cigarettes and Tobacco Ports, Bluetooth, £0 Road Fund Licence
Confectionary Air Cond, Stop/Start 13000 Mls         £6295

Other cars in stock.
     

WE HAVE ACCESS TO 1000s OF USED CARS, SO IF YOU HAVE A SPECIFIC 
REQUIREMENT PLEASE GIVE CHRIS A CALL ON 01929503115 AND HE WILL      
BE PLEASED TO HELP.   

FOLEYS GARAGE LTD

Used Cars Sales  
Servicing
Repairs
MOT’s
Air Con Service

Valeting

SPAR@FOLEYS

News & Magazines
Food and Hot Drinks
Chilled Drinks
Confectionary
Off Licence
Fresh Food, Fruit and
Vegetables

Collection and
Delivery or Loan Cars
For all your motoring needs
telephone 01929 480215

Addresses
www.foleysgarage.co.uk

Foleys Garage Ltd

Valley Road

Harman’s Cross

Swanage

BH19 3DZ

Spar@Foleys
Telephone: 01929 480097

2017 (17) FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1.0 ECOBOOST 5 Dr in White
Bluetooth, Air Cond, Electric Windows, Electric Mirrors,
Sync 2, Alloys, 20000 miles, £0 Road Fund Licence.              £8995
2011 (61) AUDI A4 TECHNIK 2.0TDi 4 Dr in Silver, Sat Nav,
Black Leather, Alloys, Electric Windows, Electric Mirrors, Bluetooth, 
Start/Stop, Only £30 Year RFL         £6750
2015 (15) VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4T LTD EDITION 3 DR in Grey
Black Alloys, Air Cond, Apple Car Play, Bluetooth, 42000 miles, 
FSH                                                   £6795
2016 (16) AUDI A3 S-LINE 1.4TFSi S-TRONIC 5 Dr in Met Blue
Sat Nav, Cruise Control, Bluetooth, DAB Radio, Climate Control,
Alloys, Only 18750 miles with FSH and £30 Year Road Fund Licence.            
                 £16995
2014 (64) AUDI A1 SPORT 1.4TFSi 5 DR in Met Blue,
Satellite Navigation, Xenon Headlights, Bluetooth, Electric Windows, 
Electric Mirrors, Air Con, DAB Radio/CD 17” Design Bi-Colour Alloy 
Wheels, 6 Speed, 1 Owner from new, FSH and only £20 Year Road 
Fund Licence.             £9995
2008 (58) VAUXHALL AGILA DESIGN AUTO 1.2 in Met Blue,
Automatic, Air Cond, Electric Front Windows, Electric Mirrors,
Radio/CD Player, Alloys, Only 48200 miles, FSH.                    £2995
2008 (58) VAUXHALL AGILA CLUB 1.2 5 DR in Light Blue.
Air Cond, Electric Front Windows, Electric Mirrors, Radio/CD Player, 
Only 30650 miles with FSH.                                             £2695
2010 (60) VW GOLF GT 1.4 TSi 5 DR in Blue. 6 Speed, 18” Alloys, 
Electric Windows, Electric Mirrors, Front & Rear Parking Sensors, 
Radio/CD Player, Climate Control, FSH, 80900 miles.             £4995

FOLEYS ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF CORFE CASTLE FC

Visit our New Website
www.foleysgarage.co.uk

To make a ‘Save Our Service’ donation by PayPal, a Fast Payment through 
Internet banking or by a cheque in the post, visit 
www.saveourservice.co.uk while donations can also be made via the 
Swanage Railway’s Facebook page. 
 
SWANAGE RAILWAY COMPANY LTD Station House, Swanage, Dorset, BH19 1HB 
Telephone: 01929 425800       E-mail: info@swanagerailway.co.uk 
Registered in England and Wales No. 1412568 
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At Margaret Green Animal Rescue we take in pets that have become 
homeless due to a change in circumstances, or that have been 
neglected, mistreated or abandoned. We pride ourselves on the 
standard of care each animal receives and finding forever homes is at 
the very heart of what we do.
The animals at Church Knowle are waiting to meet you! Take part in 
the visitor trail and children’s quiz or simply wander at your leisure 
and meet the animals in our care. Enjoy and relax with a cup of tea or 
coffee, cake or ice-cream in our cafè.

Charity number: 1167990

Rescue   Care   Rehome   Support

Margaret Green Animal 
Rescue Rehoming & 
Visitor Centre
Church Knowle, Wareham, 
Dorset BH20 5NQ

Open 10:00 - 16:00
t: 01929 480474
e: comms@mgar.org.uk

margaretgreenanimalrescue.org.uk

 

 

Alexander Technique 
Exploring greater freedom and ease of movement in specialised sporting 

or musical performance, AND in all your everyday activities. 

For more information about ongoing small friendly and interactive 
classes, one day workshops or one to one tuition. 

Kate Brailsford 
ITM Alexander Technique Teacher 

Member of the Complementary and Natural Healthcare Council 

Mobile: 07798 791985                   e-mail: thebrailsfords@onetel.com 

https://www.itmalexandertechnique.org/ 
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             CORFE CASTLE CHARITY 
 

 
SICKNESS AND DISABILITY 

 
The Trustees of the Corfe Castle Charity will consider 
applications for assistance from people living within 
the Corfe Castle Parish (which includes Kingston) in 
cases of hardship as a result of temporary or 
permanent disability from sickness or injury, for 
example:- 
 
• Specialist medical equipment 
• Special furniture 
• Lifeline, including installation of a telephone line 
• Convalescence 

_________ 

The Trustees will also consider applications for 
assistance in connection with the following : 
 
• Education and Training 
• Domestic and Family expenses 
• Grants to organisations 

 
For further information please contact: 
The Clerk to the Trustees,  
Mrs. Mandy Meaker 

2 Battlemead 

Corfe Castle BH20 5ER     Tel: 01929 480873 
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ADVERT SIZES
Full Page - 128mm x 190mm
Half Page - 128mm x 93mm
Third Page - 128mm x 61mm
Quarter Page - 63mm x 93mm

ADVERTISING IN THE CORFE VALLEY NEWS
Please supply your advert as a PDF at the correct size for printing if possible, 

please see available sizes below.
 CREATING A PDF FILE OF YOUR ADVERT

When creating your advert in Microsoft Word you need to go to “Save as” and then 
under “Format” select PDF from the dropdown menu. In Apple Pages go to 

“Export to” and select PDF. Please remember to include the name of your company 
or organisation in the name of the document.

Then simply email your completed advert along with how long you would like to 
advertise for to corfevalleynews@tiscali.co.uk and send your payment as follows:

Payment should go to John Courtney at Stonewood, Calcraft Road at the same time 
as you submit copy or via BACS to the account shown at the bottom of the page.

All Addresses and Phone Numbers are on page 3.
If you are not submitting by email please leave a copy in the Post Office

(The Village Stores) or in the CVN box at 55 East Street.
Word documents can be submitted but it will be necessary to create a PDF file from 
these formats and they often DO NOT reproduce as expected when printing.

Advertising charges as from 1st December 2018

1 month 3 months 6 months 12 months

Full Page £30.00 £77.00 £149.00 £286.00

Half Page £18.00 £44.00 £83.00 £154.00

Third Page £12.00 £33.00 £61.00 £105.00

Quarter Page £10.00 £25.00 £45.00 £80.00

Payment by BACS: Sort Code 30-99-12  Account No. 00864273
Postal Address:
John Courtney, Corfe Valley News
Stonewood
Calcraft Road
Corfe Castle
Wareham  BH20 5EL

Fees due on acceptance of the advert

Regular events in Corfe Castle & environs 
 TIME EVENT LOCATION 

MONDAY    
Each 8.50am - 2.50pm Community Pre school The Pre School 
Each 10.00-11.00am Coffee Morning Springwell Close 
Each 2.30 - 4.30 Whist and tea Springwell Close 
Each 10am – 1pm Pottery Class Furzebrook Studios 
Each 
 
 

7 - 11pm Chess Club (Sep - Apr) Morton’s House 
1st 7pm Double Act C C Village Hall 
2nd 
 

7pm CC Parish Council C C Town Hall 

TUESDAY    
Each 8.50am - 2.50pm Community Pre school The Pre School 
Each 9.15 – 10.45am  & 11am – 12     Yoga Langton Scout Hut 
Each 9.30 - 11.30 Intermediate yoga Swanage - 477169 
Each 10.30-noon Parent & Child Group C C Village Hall 
Each 6.15-7.45pm Brownies (term-time) C C Village Hall 
Each 6.30 – 7.30pm Adult Latin American/ C C Village Hall 
  Ballroom Dance Donna 01202 243803 
Each 7.45 – 9.15pm Badminton C C Village Hall 
1st 2 pm Aquarius C C Village Hall 
2nd 7.30pm CK parish Council Odd months Furzebrook 

VH; even CK  
WEDNESDAY   
Each 8.50am - 2.50pm Community Pre school The Pre School 
Each 9.30am- noon Intermediate yoga Kimmeridge 477169 
Each 9.45am-12.45 Wool Workshop C.C. Village Hall 
Each 7-9pm Youth Club C C Village Hall 
Each 8.30 Poker Corfe Castle Club 
THURSDAY    
Each 8.50am - 2.50pm Community Pre school The Pre School 

    Each 10.00 - 11.30am Busy Bees CC Primary School 
    3rd 11.30am Probus Club Mortons House 

Each 6.00 - 8.00 pm Intermediate yoga Swanage - 477169 
Each 6.30 – 8.00 pm Yoga  (439041) Harmans Cross VH 
Each 10.00 – 1.0 pm     Pottery Class  

WarWareham 
Furzebrook Studios 

Alternate 7.30pm     Bingo C C Village Hall 
FRIDAY    
Each 8.50am - 2.50pm    Community Pre school    The Pre School 
Each 10am – 1pm Pottery Classes 

Swanage 
Furzebrook Studios 

Each 8.30pm Bingo Corfe Castle Club 
SATURDAY    
1st 10.30am Village Coffee Morning C C Village Hall 
SUNDAY    
Each 1.00pm Bingo Corfe Castle Club 

Please send any alterations to this list to the Editor, at the address in the front.  Whilst care 
is taken to establish our advertisers are bona fide, readers are advised to take their own 
precautions before entering into any agreement 
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