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Editorial 
 

The weather continues to be very unseasonal, being cold and wet. Happily 
however there have been sunny periods and it has not stopped people starting 
to go back to something like a normal life. The pubs have got people in their 
gardens and are now also starting to go inside. The forthcoming bank holiday 
and then half term will probably see lots of people coming to Purbeck for their 
holidays rather than going overseas. 
 

This month the correspondence about military convoys, North Castle cottages, 
and who built the castle continues. Please send in your thoughts. 
 

We are circulating the usual annual envelopes with this edition of the Corfe 
Valley News. The magazine costs roughly £1 an issue (or £12 per year) to 
print. Most of you will know that we raise this money by advertising, by 
donations from organisations and societies, and by donations from you the 
readers. Please send what you can in the envelope to one of the addresses on 
the front. Your generous donations help us to continue to produce the 
magazine. No one involved with CVN is paid and our only costs are for the 
printing and a small amount of miscellaneous expenses. Thank you very much 
for your support and contributions. 

Stephen 

 
Some useful Telephone Numbers  

(there are more just after the middle of the magazine) 
 

Police non-emergency call line    101 
National Electricity Number     105 
NHS Emergency Medical Care Service   111 
In the event of Gas Leak  0800 111999 
Electricity Failure  0800 0727282 
Swanage Police Station - out of hours calls rerouted      422004 
Swanage Hospital  422282 
National Trust outside office hours   07970-595963 
Wareham Hospital  552433 
Poole Hospital   01202 665511 
Bournemouth Hospital  01202 303626 
Dorset County Hospital  01305 251150 
Corfe Castle Community Library  480760 
Dorset CAB Advice Line: Mon – Fri 10am – 4pm 0800 144 8848 
The Samaritans  01202 551999 
Street Light Defect - SEC Contracting    0800 068 4145 
Childline  0800 1111 
Dorset Councilor – Cherry Brooks  07512897908 
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MAY IN CORFE CASTLE PARISH 
 
Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman - Cllr Clarke and Cllr Dru Drury were 
re-elected as Chairman and Vice-Chairman for 2021 – 2022.  
 
Working Groups, Representatives & Liaison. Who’s Who. – Please see the Corfe 
Castle Parish Council website for a list of which Councillor sits on which Working 
Group or is a Representative or Liaison with Community groups. If you run a 
Community group and would like a Councillor Liaison, please contact the Clerk on 
01202 670105. Please note this list will be updated in July when our new Councillor 
starts in post.    
 
Community Speed Watch Programme - As you 
may remember back in 2020, we set up a Speed 
Indcator Device (SID) within Corfe Castle. Now 
we are looking to run along side a Community 
Speed Watch programme. We aim to have a visual 
presence on people driving through our Parish, and 
gather data. To run this scheme we need as many 
volunteers as possible, so if you can offer anything 
from a couple of hours a month to a couple of 
hours a year, please contact the Clerk on 01202 
670105 or email corfecastlepc@aol.com. 
 
Caretaker Report – Since 1st April 2021 Corfe Castle Parish Coucnil have a 
Caretaker in post, looking after the whole Parish.  Our Caretaker this month has kept 
the main square in Corfe Castle plus West Street in Kingston litter free and clean, 
trimmed the grass around the toilet block, creating holes in the hedges for the new 
resident’s car park “permit holder” signs, and fixed a dog bin lid. 
 
20’s Plenty – Corfe Castle Parish Council were asked if they would like to support 
the National Champaign “20’s Plenty|” which is a “Campaign for a speed limit of 
20mph to be normal on residential streets and in town and village centres, unless full 
consideration of the needs of vulnerable road users allows a higher limit on 
particular streets.” It was agreed Corfe Castle Parish Council would support a 20mph 
restriction in limited places where there are high issues of road safety such as by the 
school but recognise enforcement of the 30mph is the greater issue. 
 
Playground Refurbishment– We want your feedback. The adult fitness equipment 
is coming to the end of its life span and after an initial consultation back in 2019 you 
told us you wanted to see play equipment for the slightly older child aged 8+.  
Corfe Castle Parish Counil is pleased  to be able to uneill the proposed design plus a 
outline of a possible phasing strategy. 

Phase 1 -To repair / maintain the current main swing, (replace chains and seats on 
the main swing unit, (only 2 swings as a new Nest swing will replace the other 2 
units)), repair the roundabout and other equipment as stated in the playground 
inspection report.  The Council has set aside £3,755 for this. 
 

Phase 2 - To remove the adult fitness equipment and replace with an item of 
playground equipment for the older age range group 8+ years.  The Council has set 
aside £26000 for this new structure and subject to any comments received will place 
an order in July. 
 

Phase 3 (To be confirmed) -To look into replacing the adult fitness equipment on 
the Sports field. 
 

Phase 4 (To be confirmed) - To consider a suitable location for a Zip wire, but also 
to look at new surfaces for around the basketball court area.  
Please contact the Clerk via email on corfecastlepc@aol.com or phone 01202 
670105 with your feedback. 
 

Proposed new Playground Equipment. 
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  Octopress
Printers

Do you need printing,
advert creation or
artwork design?
Please call Tim Lacey on

01202 622220
or email print@octopress.co.uk

Last year Octopress Printers created 65.70m2
of new native woodland in the UK

Unit  B10 ·  46 Holton Road ·  Holton Heath ·  BH16 6LT

Supporting
the Woodland Trust

Carbon Capture Scheme
Planting woodlands throughout the UK

1000s of products
in stock

Thank You: We’d like to thank all of our customers for their loyal support,
especially since last March. Having remained open throughout the last 16
months we’ve enjoyed making lots of new friends. Dozens of you have now
discovered our marvellous well-stocked farm shop and are saving valuable time
and money by avoiding a trip to Wareham, Swanage or beyond!

Delivery: We’ve made recent changes to our weekly delivery service: Order by
10am on a Monday to receive your delivery on Tuesday. Deliveries include our
entire range from chocolates to compost and bananas to bamboo canes… Check
our website or give us a call to find out more.

Have you tried our organic milk yet?
We’re delighted to host two of Hollis Mead Dairy’s
vending machines. Their milk tastes like milk is
supposed to taste…! Plus we stock their yoghurt,
butter & kefir too. We’re proudly continuing to stock
Swanage Dairy products as well.

Help us support Dorset farming

Mini Garden Centre: We’re growing from strength-to-strength with a great
range of quality seeds, vegetables, shrubs, flowers, trees, compost, pots of all
shapes and sizes, plus all manner of products, potions and accessories.

The Farm Shop: Having evolved from a small shed selling eggs over 40 years
we’re now a large, airy and impressively stocked Farm Shop at the heart of local
community, as well as a vital stop for our campers. We offer a wide range of
everyday essentials alongside an abundance of sensibly priced local produce
including bread, fresh veg, honey, beer, cider, ice cream, eggs, meat - and
everything in between!

We hope you’ll find an excuse to call in when you’re next passing - even if it is
just for a pint of delicious milk. The team look forward to welcoming you.

1000s of Products
in Stock

Open Seven
Days a Week

E: shop@nordenfarm.com
T: 01929 480098

www.CORFECASTLE.co.uk 
Introducing the new community website helping to  

promote Corfe Castle and the surrounding area. 


With over 8,000 followers on social media it’s the perfect  
place to promote local Events, Groups and Businesses.


For more information, please visit the website,  
email: contact@corfecastle.co.uk or call 07932 014218


Join Corfe Castle online — search @CorfeCastleUK  
on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter


We also have a Community Facebook Group where you can chat and 
share news and thoughts — search Facebook for CorfeCastleCommunity
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Corfe Castle Electrician
Peter Mack

E.MAIL 
peter@pmackservices.com

07876350393
All domestic electrical work undertaken, installation and 
repairs. Free estimates. Landlord certificates and pat 
testing.

News from the Library 
 
The library is open for ‘conventional’ use. You 
can enter the building and browse the books. 
However, there are some new rules to ensure it is 
covid secure: 

 Browsing in the library – numbers of customers will be limited and 
you will have 15 minutes to choose your books. We ask customers 
and volunteers to follow face covering, social distancing and 
ventilation guidance. 

 Order and collect – reserve books via the library catalogue (at 
www.librarieswest.org.uk) or use our ‘order and collect’ service using 
forms available at the library.  

 Use of the public PC – must be pre-booked and time limited to 30 
minutes. 

 Printing/photocopying – ask a volunteer for help with this. 

 If you don't yet have a library card, we can help you get one. 
 We are open Wednesday (11.00 – 12.00) and Saturday (10.00 – 

12.00) 

Future Talks in the Library 
 
The ‘Talks in the Library’ series will resume in the Autumn (we never run 
them through the summer and October seems a ‘safe’ date to resume. 
 
October 15th 2021 – Martyn Jessop: An Afternoon of Local Films. 

An opportunity to watch some archive films of Purbeck (screened using the 
projection equipment in the village hall). There are films of people and places 
from the 1930’s and 1940’s in Corfe and Purbeck as well as more recent 
material from ‘the late 20th century’ which is surprisingly vintage already! The 
films should spark reminiscences and there will be opportunity for people to 
share their memories and comments. 

This event was originally scheduled for January this year but was cancelled 
due to the sudden lockdown. 

News from the Library 
 
The library is open for ‘conventional’ use. You 
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due to the sudden lockdown.  

 

November 26th 2021 - Deb Fullbrook and Elmo: An Afternoon of 
Photography. 

You may have seen Deb’s photography when she exhibits in the Purbeck Arts 
Weeks (PAW). Deb delights in taking images on her wanderings around 
Purbeck and further afield with her dog Elmo. She aims to capture the 
immediacy of memory-invoking pictures of landscapes, flora and fauna. Few, 
if any of her photos are planned, rather they are the happy result of her 
spontaneous, sometimes quirky and humorous, occasionally wistful, reactions 
to her surroundings. 

Come along for an afternoon of wonderful photography in the presence of a 
most jovial presenter (and, of course, Elmo). 

The illustrated talk will be followed by a collection for the charity Hearing 
Dogs and an opportunity to buy prints or cards (maybe Christmas cards!) of 
some of Deb’s images.  

Obviously at this stage we have no idea what Covid restrictions will be in 
force by October but we’ll deal with that nearer the time. It’s quite advanced 
notice but we thought you’d like to know what we are planning for the 
Autumn.  
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   Corfe Castle
Village Stores
Open Mon-Sat: 8am- 6pm

Sun: 9am- 6pm

25 East Street, Corfe Castle
01929 481292

and many more fresh and frozen groceries
Home Deliveries available

• Milk
• Bread
• Fruit and Veg
• Wine
• Beer
• Cider

• GWR Hole Meat
• Purbeck Ice Cream
• The National Lottery
• Large Gin Selection
• Local Gin
• Rum, Whiskey and Vodka

Open shop hours,
7 days a week,

including Bank Holidays!

S teepleManor

Gardens

Is open again!

Saturday 26th June 2021

2:30 ~ 5:00pm

£6 Entry to Garden
All proceeds to St. Michael’s Church, Steeple

~ Cream Teas ~

S

Saturday 26th June 2021
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Update from the 

Environmental Group 
 

Date for your diary 
 Thur 10th June Environmental Group meeting – 7:00pm (2nd Thur) 

We expect to meet in person but also hope to continue with Zoom for 
those who prefer that – Those on the mailing list will receive the invite 
instructions in due course. Not on the list?  Email corfecastlepc@aol.com 

 

Hope you’ve all benefitting from the much-needed rain in May!  
 

Giki Zero – Free Carbon Footprint Tool 
We’re hopeful that many of you are enjoying using Giki to learn and try new 
ways of reducing your carbon footprint, most of which will be saving you £££. 
 

As we write, our aim is to send out a £100 discount code (see – we told you 
that you’d save £££!) at the end of June to all those that have signed up to Giki 
and connected to the community version.  The voucher will reduce your 
energy bills when switching to a particular supplier. 
 

If you’re using Giki already, but haven’t added your ever-growing score to the 
collaborative community score, simply email the Parish Clerk (Michelle) so that 
your efforts can be linked to others. Nothing changes at your end; your efforts 
just slot in amongst others within the community – helping everyone who’s 
joined to keep reducing their carbon footprint. 
 

Thanks to our efforts, the Sustainable Swanage group are getting involved with 
Giki as well – come on, we’ve got to show them how it’s done! 

 

TRY IT…  www.zero.giki.earth/faqs 
 

Biodiversity Projects 
 Churchyards: Continuing on from the initial success of the no mowing area 

/ wildflower planting / bug friendly wood pile / composting etc at St 
Edward’s Church we’ve started a similar project at St. James’s in Kingston.   

 Tree Nursery – PART 1:  Exciting times ahead – We’re forming our own tree 
nursery within the parish, there’s the Secret field - which will surely involve 
more trees, there’s a larger scale tree nursery is being created close by and 
there’s Planet Purbeck’s Hedgerow & Woodlands project, Holme Garden’s 
are also creating a tree nursery as well.  We’ll be joining forces with all of 
these to share success.  Interested?  Get in touch to join us… 

 Tree Nursery – PART 2: Do you have any self-seeded native tree seedlings 
that you do not want?  Please pop them in a pot for us to grow on ready for 
our Nursery in the autumn. We’ll take them now if you like.  

 

 
Litter Free Purbeck 
We’re delighted to announce that Kevin 
Culbert of East Street, Corfe Castle, has 
stepped forward to become Corfe Castle’s representative at Litter Free 
Purbeck.   
Can you help in any way?  Find out more at www.litter-freepurbeck.org.uk/ 
 

The Secret Field 
After a heart-warming evening of close to 50 members of the community 
taking a socially-distanced walk to the field at the end of April we’re now busy 
getting the T&Cs ready with the National Trust.  We’ve had some wonderful 
suggestions of how the space can be used.  If you want any of those to become 
a reality, we’ll need your help.  Year 1 & 2 will be about taking it steady, finding 
our feet, not over committing etc. all whilst brimming with positive ideas and 
energy.  We grasped the inspiring scale of enthusiasm from the community 
when we met just a few of you – could this project ‘headline’ the community’s 
Platinum Jubilee celebrations?  Could this project still be thriving at its own 
Platinum Jubilee???  
 

TOP TIPS 
Avoid single use plastic (or single use anything for that matter!) 
Did you know that a plastic bag can take over 500 years to decay in a landfill 
site?  As of the 21st May 2021 ALL shops must now charge 10p for each one 
you buy – so a bag for-life is officially better for your pocket and for the 
environment! 
 

- Recycle your old plastic bags at your preferred supermarket so they can 
make more bags for life.   

- Use a ‘Zero Waste Shop’ such as Bare Necessities in Wareham for the bulk 
of your dried goods and your toiletry and cleaning refills – again you’ll be 
staggered at how much £££ you can save.  

- Recycle all your ‘scrunchy’ plastic at The Co-Op in Swanage – biscuits 
wrappers / pasta packets etc. etc. 

- Try a nude-food lunch box – Challenge yourself to make a packed lunch for 
yourself or someone in your family without any single use plastic involved 

- Try recycled loo-roll – some very quirky company’s out there doing brilliant 
things. Just search ‘plastic free toilet roll’.  

 

Join us or get in touch via the Parish Clerk (Michelle) 
corfecastlepc@aol.com 

Follow us on Facebook: “Corfe Castle Environmental Group”  
 

CCPCEG Core Group members: Josey, Helen, Tom, Luke, David & Richard. 
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Corfe Castle Surgery 

As we are still in the Covid pandemic, the NHS recommends that we carry on 
with telephone triage and phone back every patient who wants advice from a 
Doctor. We ask many of the patients we have telephoned, to then come to the 
surgery for a face-to-face appointment, but due to infection control measures 
and social distancing, we can only let patients into the surgery if they have a 
planned appointment. 
Please could I ask that you stay within close proximity to your phone whilst 
waiting on a call back as the Doctors have set clinic times and when a call 
goes unanswered it can delay things for other patients and create more calls 
for the GP. 
We are keen, as we are sure you are too, to avoid transmission of infection and 
so to ensure social distancing we are closely monitoring how many patients 
are in our building including sitting in the waiting room. We need to take more 
precautions than shops etc due to the vulnerability of some of our patients. 
The Nurses have continued to see most of their patients face to face for blood 
tests, dressings, vaccinations and ECG’s but continue to call patients for 
routine reviews. We have however noticed an increase in the number of 
patients that do not attend these prebooked appointments, resulting in lost 
clinic times and longer waits for others. If you have an appointment that you 
cannot attend please let the reception team know as soon as you can, as we 
may be able to offer the appointment to another patient. 
We all look forward to lockdown measures continuing to ease but in the 
meantime, many thanks for your patience and understanding and please know 
that you can contact the Surgery for all of your medical needs as before, but 
until we receive further guidance from the NHS we will be continuing with 
this way of working. 
 
It is Carers week 7th-13th June and if you require any information on 
registering as a carer or require help or support, or know anyone who might, 
please contact Georgia our carers lead on 01929 480441. Please also make 
sure that all contact details including mobile numbers and email addresses are 
up to date as this is a good way for Georgia to share relevant information with 
you. 
 
Kerry Norman 
Practice Manager 
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Patient Participation Group 

By the time you read this it will be June. Let’s hope the weather has 
remembered this and finally decided to cheer us up with a dose of the sunshine 
and warmth we have been craving. For much of the past year we have often 
felt we were in an endless dark tunnel of winter and Covid restrictions. Now at 
last not only is there the prospect of the summer ahead but also, largely thanks 
to all those involved in the vaccination programme, the increasing freedom to 
live our lives as we choose. We can (cautiously!) hug loved ones again, share 
indoor meals with friends, go to the cinema, concerts, take the children to soft 
play areas, play sport, re-connect with work colleagues in the workplace again 
and so on. 

 That said, coming out of that tunnel will not be straightforward for everyone. 
There’s uncertainty about what the ‘new normal’ will be like or how the rest 
of this year will turn out. A year of isolation, loneliness, fear, financial and 
practical difficulties and personal loss will have taken an understandable toll. 
Some people here, young and old, may struggle to pick up their lives again 
and will need ongoing support from us all. 

If you yourself would like advice or help there are various places to turn. Just 
talking to a friend or family member can make a difference. Alternatively, 
Corfe Castle Surgery and the five other Purbeck GP practices now have four 
‘social prescribers’. Their role is to give practical and emotional support to 
local residents facing a wide range of difficulties including long term health 
conditions, mental health issues, isolation, housing problems or social needs. 
If you would like their help you can contact them direct at Help and Care 
Dorset. Their phone number is 0300 111 3303 and email address 
helpandcare.org.uk/services/self-management. They will give you time to 
identify what matters most to you and help make a plan to support you. It 
might include linking you up to any of a wide range of activities or 
community groups; for example, volunteering, group learning, sport, healthy 
eating. They will sign-post you to whatever would help you most.  

Carers have faced particular challenges during Lockdown. Carers UK has a 
helpline and also a useful guide covering topics like taking a break, disability 
benefits, help with Council Tax and other financial matters. Contact the Carers 
UK Helpline at advice@carersuk.org or phone 0808 808 7777. 

Our valiant surgery staff continue to look after us, combining their triple tasks 
of delivering a near-normal level of everyday healthcare at the Surgery, 
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catching up with review appointments and spending many hours each week 
sorting out and delivering our covid jabs. Two very polite requests about how 
we can help them please. One is not to phone to ask to change the date of your 
vaccination unless it is for a medical reason. It’s very difficult and time-
consuming for them to make changes. The other is to make sure that you let 
them know if you can’t for any reason attend your booked appointment with a 
doctor or nurse at the Surgery.  The total of missed appointment time each 
week adds up to a considerable amount of wasted time for the staff and 
someone else missing out on being seen. Thank you. I just hope I don’t now 
immediately forget one myself!  

It’s not yet clear what the details of the national  GP services will look like 
after the epidemic. We’re all looking forward to more normal times here in 
Corfe Castle Surgery and seeing more of the team’s friendly faces again in due 
course. There will inevitably be some changes, especially as the number of 
patients has continued to grow, but nothing is clear yet except that we shall 
continue to be looked after outstandingly well. All we can do for now is hope 
the team will all be able to have much-deserved holidays this summer.   

 

    
WALX is a Purbeck based company taking the UK by storm 
Come and join us for pole walking, rehabilitation, mindfulness
or simply a
friendly way to
exercise safely
outdoors 
All levels welcome

 T. 0333 1234 540

www.walx.co.uk/groups/walx-dorset/

WOODLANDS BUILDING AND LANDSCAPING
SOLE TRADER ESTABLISHED 1982

AARON PANKHURST
TELEPHONE: 01929 481014

MOBILE:07866679137
EMAIL: aaronpankhurst@hotmail.co.uk

ALL WORKS CARRIED OUT BY MYSELF TO A HIGH STANDARD
TO INCLUDE:

GROUNDWORKS
HARD & SOFT LANDSCAPING 

FENCING 
STONELAYING AND BRICKWORK

PLASTERING, RENDERING AND TILING
CARPENTRY

SPECIALISING IN ALL ASPECTS OF NEW BUILD, EXTENSION,
RENOVATION, REFURBISHMENT AND GRADE II LISTED WORKS

HOURLY RATE FROM £15 PER HOUR

BESPOKE TIMBER SHEDS AND BUILDINGS DESIGNED AND
BUILT TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS.

HARD STANDING, SHED BASES, DRIVEWAYS EXCAVATED AND
LAYED

SMALL HAULAGE LOADS OF AGGREGATE DELIVERED.

MAN AND MACHINE HIRE AVALIABLE 
EXCAVATOR

SKIP LOADING DUMPER
COMPACT TRACTOR LOADER

SKID STEER WITH PALLET FORKS AND BUCKET
THE ABOVE MACHINES ARE CAPABLE OF ACCESSING SMALL

ENTANCES FOR GARDEN CLEARANCE AND HOUSE FLOOR
EXCAVATION.
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Battle for the Keep – Corfe Castle’s birding ‘Game of Thrones’ 
 
Prologue 
 
27th December 2020 - A group of five strange geese appear from the east, fly 
over the castle then veer away to the south and out of sight.  A generally greyish 
brown colour overall but with a distinctive head pattern and conspicuous white 
wing patches identify them as Egyptian geese. 
 
Egyptian geese are not a native species and the UK population is derived from 
birds that have escaped from wildfowl collections.  It is unusual to see them in 
Dorset though sightings of them are increasing, particularly in the Wareham 
area. 
 
The Residents 
 
Ravens have been regular nesters at Corfe Castle for many years and an easily 
recognised and well respected feature of the place.  In December a pair 
frequented the castle, going through the courtship routines leading up to another 
nesting season.  The birds refurbished the nest from the previous year in the 
fireplace high up in the wall of the keep.  By the beginning of March the nest 
had become a huge mass of small branches half hanging over the side of the 
ledge, the head of one of the pair just distantly visible through a telescope from 
the Castle View car park, presumably incubating a clutch of eggs. 
 
The New Neighbours 
 
2020 was an exciting summer for birdwatchers at the castle.  It has been a long 
time since peregrine falcons nested there and they entertained visitors with 
tremendous aerial displays, eventually fledging three young.  It’s not unusual 
for peregrines and ravens to nest near to each other on cliffs and they generally 
seem to co-exist successfully, so hopes were high that 2021 would be a repeat.  
All seemed well throughout March with the peregrines being seen regularly and 
the ravens settled on their nest. 
 
The Invaders 
 
The morning of 4th April was a day of changing fortunes.  Two large birds 
perched on the remains of the gloriette in the early morning sunshine turned out 
to be a pair of Egyptian geese, perhaps two of the birds that made that flypast 
back in December.  They were bold and noisy, repeatedly taking off and flying 
a circuit of the castle before landing again on a different part of the walls.  The 

ravens were clearly unhappy, leaving their nest and keeping watch from the air 
some distance away.  The peregrines flew away out of sight. 
 
The geese had departed by 9.30am.  The ravens settled back down and the 
peregrines reappeared later in the day.  Though unrecorded, it seems likely that 
this scenario was repeated over the next few days because on the morning of the 
8th, the female goose was perched on the raven’s nest.  The ravens had been 
evicted. 
 
April 
 
The peregrines appeared most days though the presence of the geese seemed to 
deter them from nesting.  The female was seen at last year’s nest site several 
times, on one occasion plucking and eating a large bird which, when the fallen 
remains were examined, turned out to be a kestrel.  As the month progressed 
sightings of the female dwindled though the male was often perched on the high 
points of the keep. 
 
Surprisingly, the female goose started to occupy the raven’s nest.  It seems that 
it is not unusual for Egyptian geese to use abandoned nests in trees or cliff ledges 
in their natural range.  
 
Sadly, the ravens had completely abandoned the castle. 
 
May 
 
The fortunes of the peregrines have taken a turn for the better and they seem 
rejuvenated.  Perhaps as the geese have become less boisterous, the peregrines 
have reached a point of co-existence with them. 
 
This week has seen much peregrine activity and they are now occupying the 
same nest site as they used in 2020.  Earlier today (13th May) I witnessed the 
most spectacular food pass between the pair as they circled over the outer bailey, 
screaming at each other. 
 
The goose is still occupying the raven’s nest and the gander makes sporadic 
visits to view the situation from the high walls of the keep.  I have a suspicion 
that we may see some goslings in the next few days.  This will be quite an event 
to witness as it is a sheer drop of 60 feet from the nest to the ground below. 
 
I can’t wait to see how this ‘Game of Thrones’ saga plays out over the coming 
weeks. 



22 23

 

COMMERCIAL & DOMESTIC CLEANING SERVICE 

With over 30 years’ experience - you are guaranteed 
professionalism and expertise 

 

 Windows & Conservatories  
 Carpets & Upholstery  
 Gutters, Fascia’s & Soffits  
 Ovens 
 Patio’s  

 

Full cleaning packages suitable for ex-rental, holiday homes, 
vacant properties and post build cleans 

Services also offered individually 

 Free, no obligation quotation  
 References available on request 
 No VAT charges or hidden costs  
 Full Public Liability Insurance  

 

Phone: 07958 224239 |Email: 
completecleandorset@outlook.com 

Facebook & Instagram @completecleandorset 

PAW  2021 
 

7 - 21 August Festival Concerts 
11 - 26 September Open Studios, Talks, and 

Exhibitions 
 
Get ready to enjoy Purbeck Art Weeks Festival 2021 – 

starting in August!  For this year only PAW will take place in two parts, with 
five Festival concerts in the second week of August, followed in September by 
our celebration of the visual arts with Open Studios, talks, and exhibitions. 
 
First off the blocks are our concerts – and tickets for these can be booked from 
21 June.   We are delighted to be able to offer a rich and varied programme of 
music, with something for everyone, so do come along.   We look forward to 
welcoming you back to live music and some star performers!  
 

PAW FESTIVAL CONCERTS 
Saturday 7 August  6.30pm                
Lady St Mary, Wareham                                                                           

I Fagiolini, The Changing Seasons 

Tuesday 10  August  6.30pm                   
St James’, Kingston                                                                                             

Fieri Consort/Chelys Consort of 
Viols 
Part songs and fantasias 

Wednesday 11 August 6.30pm         
Lady St Mary, Wareham 

Michael Collins (clarinet) and 
London Winds                                                                                                                     
Wind Quintets  

Thursday 12 August 6.30pm                
Lady St Mary, Wareham                                                                             

Rachel Podger (violin) and Sestina 
(male vocal group) 
Music by Bach, Tallis, Byrd and 
others. 

Saturday 21 August 6.30pm                   
St Mary’s, Swanage,                                                                                     

Trombone Quartets 

 
To find out more and book concert tickets please go to 
www.purbeckartweeksfestival.co.uk/events   
 
Our visual artists opted to exhibit in September - in the meantime you can 
enjoy browsing through their work at www.purbeckartweeksfestival.co.uk   
 
Our printable online Open Studios and Rollington Brochure will be available 
on our website from early August. To keep up to date with all our news and 
views please follow us on Facebook. 
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Address: 70 East Street.           Telephone: 01929 480591 
 
We are still home to the Corfe Castle Branch of the Royal British Legion 

At last we are returning to a near normal Club 
environment. Members along with friends and 
families have been permitted to meet indoors 
since May 17th. Hopefully on June 21st we  
will not need masks and social distancing, 
Music, food and sporting events can 
recommence Please watch the social media, 
notice boards and the C.V.N. for details 

Regional Club of The Year 2019   
Wessex & Channel Islands        
Club of the Year 2018 
East Dorset 

Club Facilities 
 Large function room with overhead projector 
 Free Wi-Fi.   Pool Table, Darts Board and table games 
 Garden with seating and 2 Boules Pitches 
 Large screen TV for showing major sporting and other 

key events. 
 Families always welcome. Dogs welcome: 

 Mon. to Thurs. all day, Fri. & Sat. opening until 7.30 
and Sun 3.00 to 7.00pm  

Purbeck Chiropractic 
McTimoney Chiropracti c is a gentle and 
eff ecti ve treatment for the whole body

It is proven to be eff ecti ve in treati ng the following conditi ons:
• Back, neck and shoulder pain
• Muscular aches
• Arthriti c pain   
• Pain, discomfort & sti ff ness in joints
• Sports injuries
• Migraine

Eff ecti ve treatment by an experienced
Registered Chiropractor for a wide range
of musculoskeletal conditi ons.  
Also qualifi ed and equipped to treat with ultrasound,
photo-biomodulati on (Light Therapy), Kinesio tape
and sports therapy.

Paul Hind BSc (Hons) Chiro, MSc, MMCA, LRCC                                                                                                  

For an informal discussion or to book an appointment For an informal discussion or to book an appointment 
in in THE CORFE CASTLE CLINICTHE CORFE CASTLE CLINIC
call Paul on call Paul on 07973 30882907973 308829
For further informati on visitFor further informati on visit

www.purbeckchiropracti c.comwww.purbeckchiropracti c.com

Paul Hind BSc (Hons) Chiro, MSc, MMCA, LRCC                                                                                                  
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Village Hall Coffee Mornings:

general news:

   The Village Hall is a COVID-19 Secure building, so on re-opening we can host more 
than 6 people so long as users can limit their social interactions with anyone they do not 
live with, do not visit or socialise in a group of more than six and continue to wear their 
face coverings at all times (except when eating or drinking).  More than six people can 

take part in activities together – so long as social distancing is possible between 
households – 2m or 1m+ with extra precautions (face coverings & good hand hygiene).    

Full details of all the extra conditions that have been necessary (including a Risk 
Assessment template) are published on our website 

www.corfecastlevillagehall.co.uk

These resume on Saturday 5th June.  It will be great to see familiar faces again.  For 
the June meeting we will have to be socially distanced and masks wearing, as in 
Autumn last year.  We hope soon to be able to run the usual full variety of stalls.  

Watch out for this - we will probably be shifting out some old stock at bargain basement 
prices!  At the June meeting prizes for the five 100 Club draws we have missed this 

year will be available for collection - the winning members are 3 , 9 , 12  (twice), 19 , 26 , 
34 , 52 , 59 , 62 , 69 , 75 , 81 , 82  and 86 .

CCoorrffee  CCaassttllee  VViillllaaggee  HHaallll

The May draw first prize of £20 was won by member 59 , with member 9  getting second 
prize £10 and member 19  winning the third prize £4.50.  Prizes for the draws so far this 

year will be available for collection at the June Coffee Morning.

Profit from the 100 Club plays a significant part in supporting the everyday running 
costs of the Village Hall.  With limited income from bookings currently, this support is 
even more valuable.  If you would like to discuss becoming a 100 Club subscriber, 

please contact Penny Barker on 01929 481477.

100 club:

Bookings can be made by contacting Carole Speed on 01929 480810, or by email to 
carolepspeed@gmail.com.

The Village Hall is now re-open more fully, with dance and pilates classes having 
restarted in May, and other regular users also considering when they should re-start.  

AGM:
Would you like to find out more about what we do? You won't be put under any 

pressure (!), but we are always looking for more people to become involved in running 
our wonderful facility for the village. The Village Hall AGM is on Friday 4th June at 7pm.  
All local residents are welcome to attend and anyone aged 18+ is entitled to vote on the 

election of next year's Trustees.  Due to Covid, numbers are limited – so please get 
there early to avoid disappointment!

 

The Castle Inn  
 

63 East Street,  
Corfe Castle BH20 5EE 

 
Call 01929 480208  

 
www.castleinncorfe.co.uk 

 
 

 
 

News from the Castle 
 

Wow what a year! A massive thank you, for all your support, sadly the 
hospitality and travel industry have been hit extremely hard. But things 
are on the up.  However, your safety is still our number one concern. 
 
THE FUTURE 
 Fingers crossed, we are looking forward to a lovely summer and some 
form of normality.  
 

On that note: 
 

Friday fish nights are back, Pete and the rest of the crew are looking 
forward to serving some lovely fish dishes and fantastic hospitality. 
 

Thursday Steak nights, have returned, and we look forward to seeing 
you all again. 
 

We love this time of year. The Castle Inn is blooming, with hanging 
baskets and we have all been working hard behind the scenes, to make 
it look, even more fantastic.  
Our aim is to make this summer special, as we feel everyone deserves 
it. 
 

So, whether you fancy a nice glass of wine in our pretty garden, a 
special night out or just to pop in, to a say hi, we cannot wait to see you. 
Thank you all again for your wonderful and continuous support. 
From the little pub with a big heart……………. 
 



28 29

Listening to the sand dunes 

By Julia Galbenu (Dynamic Dunescapes Engagement Officer) 

Studland Bay has stories to tell. Within the sand and under the heather are 
hidden noises and untold tales. And they ask you… Do you know what sound 
a pine tree makes? Or the calls that happen at night? How about the stories 
from the war or perhaps the wonders of our dune dynamics? Well now you 
can put your headphones in, go for a walk and experience an exploratory 
soundscape at Studland Bay.  

The sound journey can be 
discovered by installing the 
free Echoes app and 
downloading the ‘listening 
to the sand dunes’ walk at 
Studland. A map will show 
you where you are and the 
location of ten echoes 
(sound clips) for you to 
find. Some echoes are in 
popular spots, while others 
are hidden in the 

wilderness. As such, on your 
exploration, please be mindful of tough vegetation, cattle grazing and the 
wildlife that lives at Studland. The dunes are home to some wonderful species, 
like nightjars that make their nest on the ground or adders that live in the 
heather. To keep yourself and the wildlife safe please walk carefully, wear 
appropriate clothing, keep dogs on a lead and take any litter home. 

Each echo has a different theme, species or story to tell and has been 
developed by two sound artists, Laura Reid and Adrian Newton (both 
members of EAP, Environmental Art Practitioners). Laura blends music with 
conversation to further deepen our understanding of history, culture and 
ecology at Studland Bay. Adrian, who worked with Lynn Davy and Arthur 
Newton, uses specialist equipment to record hidden nature sounds and gives 
us a window into a noisy world we rarely hear. Adrian comments on his work 
for the ‘listening to the sand dunes’ project: 

“One of the things that makes a place distinctive is its soundscape. At 
Studland there are many sound marks, which people find evocative, such as 
the sound of the wind whispering in the marram grass, or of waves breaking 
on the shore. There is even a local tradition that in some parts of Studland, the 
sand sings when you walk on it. Using special microphones, this walk explores 

Alex King – Starlings at Studland 

such sound marks, with a focus on those that you might not encounter on a 
typical visit”. 

The development of this sound 
walk is all due to Dynamic 
Dunescapes, a nationwide project 
to restore sand dunes across 
England and Wales. So far at 
Studland Bay, we have re-created 
patches of bare sand and 
reintroduced cattle grazing, but 
everyone can play a part in 
restoring this special place. The 
sand dunes have become over-
vegetated, and as a result are declining in biodiversity. By exploring the 
‘listening to the sand dunes’ soundscape, you will be taken off-path to trample 
on overgrown vegetation and create space for rare life. If we leave no trace, 
and are mindful of the local wildlife, we can help the dunes simply by 
exploring them. 

So, take an immersive trip to 
Studland Bay. The soundscape 
works best with headphones, 
and by downloading the walk 
before you go. There is also an 
instruction sheet to collect at 
Knoll Beach if you wish. You 
can start at either Shell Bay or 
Northern Boundary, and the 
experience will take you 
approximately 2-hours. Get lost 
in sound, discover untold 
stories and know that by doing 
so, you are also helping restore 

our sand dunes. 

Download the Echoes app: https://explore.echoes.xyz/ 

Read about the Dynamic Dunescapes project: 
https://dynamicdunescapes.co.uk/project/dorset/  

Sound walk instructions: https://dynamicdunescapes.co.uk/dune-soundwalks-
at-studland-bay/  

Changing Landscapes by Caroline Pearce 

Memories of Life and Death -  Andrew Hawkes 
Poole Photo Archive 
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Dates of forthcoming meetings 
 

 June 1st:  A talk about ‘Footprints’ – a charity which aims to bring a 
sense of community, hope and increased self-worth to socially 
excluded people, thereby reducing reoffending and building stronger 
communities.  This meeting will be in the Village Hall. We will 
welcome you back with scones, cream and jam.  A risk assessment 
will be carried out prior to this meeting and the venue will be Covid 
secure. 
 

 July 6th:  A talk from Citizens Advice. 
 

 August 3rd:   Summer Barbeque – 12.30 – 3.30pm - Save the Date!  
 

At our last meeting Reggie Wright from Godlingston Manor gave us a 
very interesting and informative talk about organic gardening.  
Reggie’s passion for the subject was very evident and she gave us lots 
of tips and advice in a question and answer session.  She emphasised 
the importance of producing healthy plants to help stop them 
becoming stressed and then victims to attack from pests.  She 
suggested the use of seaweed as a mulch which is full of trace 
elements and will break down well over the winter.  She also talked 
about the use of companion plants to draw pests away, such as 
planting onions and garlic near carrots and basil and tomatoes 
together.  Often what works on the plate will work on the ground.  We 
are hoping that in the autumn as a follow up to this talk some of our 
members might visit Reggie and her garden. 

 

Aquarius 50/50 Club 

So far we have nearly 50 members signed up for this, which is amazing.  
Thanks to everyone for their support.  Our first draw will be at our June 
meeting which will be back in the Village Hall. 

International sand dune day! 
 

On the 25th June it is International 
Sand Dune Day, so join us at Studland 

Bay for a day of celebration and 
adventure. At Knoll Beach you will 

find our dune den, where you can chat 
to us and pick up activity sheets on 

geocaching, sound trail, mindful 
movement, wildlife spotting + many 

more!  

We will also be running exclusively local events from the Discovery Centre: 

Nature Tots, 10-11:30am 

Bring your little ones for a morning of family fun on the dunes. 

Wildlife and Ecology Guided Walk, 2-4pm 

Explore the dunes on a guided walk, learning about the ecology, biodiversity 
and conservation. 

Save the Dunes, 5:30-7:30pm 

Join our family friendly evening to save the 
dunes. We will be taking part in 
conservation work to learn and look after 
the dunes. Activities include pulling pines 
and making a sand lizard habitat! 

To book a FREE space, please email Julia 
Galbenu, Dynamic Dunescapes 
Engagement Officer: 
julia.galbenu@nationaltrust.org.uk 

 

Curtains by Clare
Curtains made for you.

Quality work. Affordable prices.

Phone 01929 550714 or mobile 07969 695338 and leave a message

Also curtain repairs and alterations.
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Hopefully - We’re Back! 
As restrictions ease we are cautiously returning. 

With a bit of luck we should have started casting and  
rehearsing our new spectacular version of  

 
Corfe Castle Village Hall 

East St, Corfe Castle, BH20 5EE. 
18th, 19th & 20th Nov at 7:30pm with 

a matinee on Sat 20th at 2:30pm. 
You probably know the MGM film 
version. You may know the books. 

This is the DDoouubbllee  AAcctt interpretation!  
 
 

If you want to join us, just come along on any Monday evening 
in June at Corfe Castle Village Hall at 7pm. (till 9pm) 

 

All ages and abilities are welcome! 
 

MMuurrddeerr  MMyysstteerryy  iinn  tthhee  ccaassttllee  
We are also hoping to run our Murder Mysteries inside the castle this summer. 

On July 21st, 28th, August 3rd, 11th & 17th. 
Again, if you would like to join in or just help please contact us for details. 

 

All our meetings will of be socially distanced & conform to relevant restrictions. 
 

If you are looking for a new hobby after lockdown and 
would be interested in joining our friendly safe group for 

either event, please contact the director, Peter Smith 
01929 480109, or Cherry (secretary - 07972799300) or 

email info@double-act.org.uk, for more details. 

 

We've also  launched our Loyalty Scheme,
Seasons Green  'Bloom' – be sure to sign
up when you visit our shop, or check our
website for details.

It's lovely to see so many regular customers and friends
again; and we look forward to welcoming you if you're
visiting Corfe for the first time.

Delivery 
options      

Click & 
Collect   
                         

www.seasonsgreen.co.uk    01929 477228

Gift Shop
& Gallery

Shop 
Online 

Open Daily
10:30 - 5:00
14 West St.
Corfe Castle

Don't forget, Father's Day on the 20th June 
- we've plenty of cards and gifts online and in store.

We're pleased to say that we are now online, so if you
like what we do, you can shop with us when you return
home too!
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Why May & June do have an “rrrr” 
in them 

  
The swifts that I mentioned last month 
have been making themselves heard with 
their screaming parties for several weeks 
now. Other Summer visitors which are 
much rarer and more retiring are also 
back but you may not have noticed them. 
These too are long-distance, migratory, 
aerial insect-feeders with the requisite 
long wings and stumpy legs. However, 
unlike swifts they sit on the ground all 
day clothed in cryptic camouflage and fly 
almost entirely at night. This does make 

them rather harder to see. These are nightjars.  
 
The best clue that nightjars are around is when the males “sing” or rather 
“churr”. This is a very distinctive and far-carrying sound on a Summer evening 
– a continuous rolling “rrrrrrrrrrrrrrr” oscillating between two pitches reminiscent 
of a small motorized toy which is not running properly and then coming to a 
stuttering halt as the motor conks out. If you are close by you may then hear the 
sound of clapping – as the bird takes off and claps his wings together as part of 
the display. Nightjars also make calls in flight but those sound rather like the 
“kee-wick” call of the tawny owl – which can be a bit confusing – especially if 
the owls are calling too.  Other than that nightjars are completely silent in flight 
because they rely on catching moths, flies and flying beetles and like owls, 
stealth must be part of their hunting strategy.  Like swifts they also have only a 
tiny bill but one that opens to reveal a huge funnel-like mouth – perfectly 
adapted for trawling the air for insects. 
 
Nightjars breed in various habitats but seem to prefer heathlands, moorlands, 
open woodland with clearings and newly planted or recently felled conifer 
plantations. In Britain, they are most numerous in southern England and Dorset 
is one of their strongholds. In Dorset, they are especially abundant on the 
heathlands and forested areas around the Poole Basin including Purbeck. 
However, records of breeding birds seem to be almost entirely absent south of 
the Purbeck Ridge. They are known to fly several kilometres from their nests to 
feed at night so birds that breed on the heaths towards Wareham could fly as far 
as the Corfe Valley to feed. Over the last twenty odd years in Corfe Castle I 
have heard or seen nightjars from my garden on over twenty occasions in ten 
different years (and that without being very diligent). On some occasions, I have 

seen birds flying over East Street and my garden and foraging over the 
meadows. On at least eight occasions I have heard the churring call. That sound 
always comes from the direction of Corfe Common, which must be at least 
500m from my home. Whether I hear them churring or not probably depends 
on which way the wind is blowing. I once walked up to the end of West Street 
to investigate and heard at least three birds – one of which was sitting on the 
road (to Blashenwell), something they often do.  I suspect people who live on 
West Street must hear them more clearly and regularly than I do. Now is the 
time to listen and look out for them – just after dusk on a still dry evening is the 
best time.   
 
The males have three very conspicuous white spots on each wing and two even 
larger ones on each side of their tail, which they use as signals in their display 
flights. I have heard that if you get out your clean handkerchiefs and engage in 
some Morris Dancing antics at dusk you can sometimes attract males 
(nightjars!) to come close to investigate you. Even if that fails it will almost 
certainly succeed in getting the neighbour’s curtains twitching.   
 
Richard Caldow 
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North Castle Cottages 
 
To the north of the castle, lies a large field with a couple of old barns in it. Not 
unsurprisingly, it is called ‘North Castle’ and belonged to the castle (part of 
the Castle Leaze).  
 

                
 

      
             William Woodward’s 1775 map 
 
The separate plot isn’t shown on Woodward’s map because it wasn’t part of 
the Bankes Estate although a previous map of 1585 (Ralph Treswell’s) did 
depict the plot lying between the enclosed grounds to Norden on the north, 
North Castle on the west and the road to Wareham on the east. 
 

The field, in times past, had 
been divided into three - the 
field called North Castle 
Close of just over 6a. at 
no.11, North Castle Green 
and a separate plot of land 
on the NE side (shown as a 
‘U’ shape on the map). Not 
all of it belonged to the 
castle as the plot was 
privately owned. 
 
Note: St Edward’s Bridge is 
called ‘New Bridge’. 

An old bound stone, made in 
1783, can be found halfway 
up West Hill by the Norden 
boundary fence with the 
inscription:  

CASTLE LEAZE 
FARM 

 
 
‘Haward of Newton’ is written on the map which should have been ‘Hayward’ 
as John Hayward owned the plot at this time. He paid annual dues to the castle 
of 2 iron horseshoes with nails or their equivalent which amounted to 2d. 
Because this Lord’s payment was so specific, it is likely that in the 1326 
survey one Thomas Chepe (assuming that has been transcribed correctly) lived 
there and although no cottage is shown on the Treswell map, a dwelling is 
mentioned in the survey along with an acre of land. It is possible that the 
cottage fell into disrepair and was rebuilt but records are a bit lean on the 
ground for this period. A survey in 1572 calls it a burgage so a dwelling 
certainly stood then. 
 
In 1735, Henry Bankes purchased the property and by 1758, it was leased to 
Corfe’s schoolmaster, Samuel Burt, despite it being ‘ruinous and 
uninhabited’! The Overseers of the parish took it over in 1781 and it was 
divided into two cottages to provide more accommodation for the needy of the 
parish. Looking at the watercolour below, it looks like an extension had been 
built on one side. See the picture on the next page. 
 

 
The OS 1926 revised map published 1929 showing where the cottages 

stood. 
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A painting of the cottages – date unknown and artist probably M Wright 
 

 
 

A Geological expedition to Swanage in 1910 photographed the plot. The clay 
pits are shown and in the distance the Arne Road can be seen crossing the 
railway. Vegetation is sparse! 

 
The cottage was still inhabited in August 1947. It had been reconditioned back 
to one cottage after 1937 but, about 1948/9, the cottage had burnt down and all 
that is shown on an aerial photo of 1952 is rubble. 
 

 
 

If anyone has any memories of the cottage/cottages, The Corfe Castle Town 
Trust would love to hear from them. Contact mlouisehaywood@gmail.com 

Louise Haywood 
 

Comments received about North Castle Farm and the military convoy   

Peter Smith raises a question in CVN about North Castle Farm to the north of 
the village.  It seems to have been a very small farm – there were some as late 
as the early post-war years – located in the field we still call North 
Castle.  Access to North Castle Farm was through the gate on your left as you 
drive towards the Norden roundabout.  Buildings with a corrugated iron roof 
are the farm buildings of the old farm.  The farmhouse was thatched and 
almost uniquely in the village at that time seems to have been built of cob 
rather than stone.  It burned down in about 1949.  I remember being told that 
the chimney caught fire (puzzling for a small boy until someone explained that 
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it was actually the soot in the chimney which caught fire) and sparks from the 
chimney then set fire to the thatched roof.  No one repaired it promptly and 
once the weather penetrated the cob the walls fell down.  I am fairly sure there 
is an identifiable flat area on your right as you walk towards the existing 
buildings which marks the site of the farmhouse.  Michael Bond 
 
In answer to Mr Peter Smith’s letter in May’s CVN. 
I can't seem to find anything about Mr Croft at Vineyard Farm, but it has 
always been known that he once farmed there when talking to a few oldies, it 
seems that Mr Bill Nineham lived in the cottage at North Castle, which in 
those days I find was "Castlelease farm; Bill was a carter, perhaps for Mr 
Croft, and the cart house was below the cottage, near the entrance to the field. 
This present day the national trust has put up a store shed, or workshop on the 
old footings of the cart house. 
Another thing that points to Bill Nineham working for Mr Croft, was at some 

time he moved down to the thatch 
cottage at Vineyard, where Mr Croft 
was farming. Later in life Bill moved 
to "Ninehams” in East Street. The 
cottage now has been re-named "China 
cottage. 
As far as my wife can remember, her 
brother Mr Fred Simpson was living at 
North Castle with his wife Irene. 
While at North Castle their son Jim 
was born, and it is possible that he was 
the last child born there. Fred’s 

neighbour at this time was Mr Bert Mellish and his wife, I presume he perhaps 
worked on the farm, as in those day's there were many tied cottages. 
We always understood from Fred that they were the last two tenants at North 
Castle, when the cottage was condemned. Fred moved to take up Claywell 
farm on the Rempstone estate, Bert Mellish and his wife were allocated a 
house at Halves cottages, which had been recently built. 
The first four houses were built to house farm workers. The cottage stood 
empty for a number of years. 
Eventually the thatch was struck by lightning and that was the end of 
Castlelease farm. The buttress on the end of the cottage can still be seen from 
the road at north castle. 
I have also been told that Miss Brinton lived there but I have no idea of the 
date. She later moved to Kingston (Clara Brinton). 
 

An early photograph of the cottages 

In answer to Peter’s letter, in World War 2 there was a great build-up of forces 
in the south, so I would doubt there would be too much posing. It would 
appear that the build-up was for D-Day as many troops went from our coast. 
In answer to the lack of scrubby bushes and vegetation around the rivers. In 
our younger days the Dorset County Council always kept wild growth at bay, 
and road verges free to drain- if anyone can enlighten on my findings I would 
be very grateful, bearing in mind "there’s only a few of us old ones left”. 

Ken Williams 
 

The Royal Artillery Convoy. 
 

May I join in the discussion about the Royal Artillery convoy which has 
appeared in recent issues of the CVN. 
 

The 94th (Dorset and Somerset Yeomanry) Brigade are a likely identity for 
this convoy. As has been pointed out the transport looks obsolete if the scene 
occurred during World War II. 
 

During World War I there were cavalry regiments called the Dorset Yeomanry 
and the Somerset Yeomanry. These were part of the Territorial Army, the 
army’s part-time reserve. Yeomanry regiments had a history going back to the 
early 19th century. Yeomanry soldiers were expected to provide their own 
horses and equipment. I don’t know whether they were compensated if, for 
example, the horse was killed by enemy action. Both regiments distinguished 
themselves in the Middle East during World War I. The Dorset Yeomanry 
charged and overran a force of Senusi tribesman reinforced by regular Turkish 
Army soldiers with barbed wire and machine guns in the desert somewhere 
near what is now the border between Egypt and Libya. The Somerset 
Yeomanry played a part in the capture of Beersheba by the British army under 
General Allenby. I have seen their graves there.  Horse cavalry played an 
important part in the campaign in, broadly, what is now Israel, the West Bank 
and Jordan, which culminated in the collapse of the Ottoman Empire in the 
Middle East. The simple fact was that in World War l almost the only way to 
move soldiers across country faster than they could walk was to put them on 
horses. Tanks at that time moved at walking speed; and the armoured cars, 
although relatively fast, had limited off-road performance. 
 

In the 1930s it was decided that the army needed a higher proportion of 
artillery to infantry and cavalry then had been the case; and Territorial Army 
units, both infantry and cavalry, were converted to artillery. Hence the 94th 
(Dorset and Somerset Yeomanry) Brigade Royal Artillery. In those days a 
“Brigade” Royal Artillery was what we now call a Regiment, that is a 
Lieutenant-Colonel’s command, equivalent to an infantry battalion or 
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For all your gardening needs...
 

Holiday Home Garden Maintenance
Domestic and Commercial   

Lawn Mowing and Strimming
Hedge Cutting

Weeding and Planting
Fully Insured 

Call Dan on 07585 838578
or email dan@seagerandson.co.uk

SE

AGER & SON

G A R D E N I N G  S E RV I C E S

SE

AGER & SON

G A R D E N I N G  S E RV I C E S

Corfe-News-Advert-2019.indd   1 23/04/2019   13:09

 
SWANAGE & PURBECK TAXI 

LOCAL/LONG DISTANCE 

COMPETATIVE RATES FOR, DOCKS 

HOSPITALS, LONDON DAY TRIPS, ETC 

CALL MARTIN ON:      07969 927424 

 

 

 

armoured regiment. (If this seems confusing to us think what it must have 
been, and still is, to our enemies).  By 1939 the army was re-equipping its 
field artillery with the 25-pounder, and excellent gun which remained in 
service into the 1960s. In 1940 the regular army in France would have had 
most of the 25-pounders which were lost following the evacuation at Dunkirk. 
A Territorial Army regiment would still be using the 18-pounder which was 
the standard field artillery gun during the World War l and these are what the 
photo appears to show.  A Territorial Regiment might be expected to be 
equipped with obsolescent lorries. Incidentally it is worth remembering that 
much of the German army’s artillery was pulled by horses throughout the war 
and up to their surrender in 1945.  The officer is wearing Service Dress, with 
Sam Browne belt, the standard “combat dress” for officers during the First 
World War and remaining in use as such between the wars.  In 1939/40 a 
Territorial Army unit might well not yet have been issued with battledress, the 
World War ll “combat dress” which also lasted well into the 1960s. 
 

Might the photo be a carefully posed PR picture to show artillery being moved 
to Studland to defend the coast against possible invasion during the tense 
summer of 1940 when as one military operation order put it: “the enemy are 
far too near”?     Michael Bond. 

Littlebirds
home and holiday help

We clean.  We garden.  We cook.  We help

 Gardening
 Cleaning

 Shopping
 Eco friendly products and ethos

 Laundry

. py an sa sp ionm ao tc eg ani bn oa ue tlc oun re per lag nee tht

For further information and quotes, give us a call
01929 424700
info@purbeckcleanandgarden
www.purbeckcleanandgarden.co.uk
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CORFE VALLEY NEWS           CALENDAR for JUNE 2021 
 

Please note that these events are mostly still tentative so please check timing and that it is actually taking place with the organisers. 

If you know about any forthcoming events please let us know.  

1 June   Tuesday Afternoon     Aquarius talk about the charity Footprints 
4 June   Friday  7.00 pm     Village Hall AGM in the Hall 
5 June   Saturday - Details to be published    Gardening Club open gardens 
5 June   Saturday      10.00 or 10.30     Village Hall Coffee Morning  
12 June   Saturday Depends on tides    Beach clean – Meet at Gaulter Gap 
25  June   Friday        International Sand Dune Day 
26  June   Saturday 11.30am     Ivan Orchard Football Shield at Corfe Castle Football Club 
26 June   Saturday 2.30pm – 5.00pm    Steeple Manor Gardens Open     

 
All details are correct as at publishing date, but please check with the organization involved before attending any events. 

 

1 July   Thursday - Details to be published    Self-drive Gardening Club outing to Iford Manor 
6 July     Tuesday Afternoon     Aquarius talk about Citizens Advice 
21 & 28 July   Wednesday – times to be announced    Double Act Murder Mystery in the Castle 
3 August   Tuesday       Aquarius Barbeque 
7 – 21 August   Various dates; see item under notices and thanks pages  Purbeck Art Weeks Music events 
30 August   Monday Times to be announced    Harmans Cross Annual Fete and Field Day 
2 – 5 September  Details to be published      Purbeck International Chamber Music Festival 
11 – 26  September  Details to be published      Purbeck Art Weeks visual events 
15 October   Friday  Time to be announced, but probably 2.00pm An afternoon of local films in the Community Library 
18 – 20 November  Thursday, - Saturday 7.30 pm     Double Act Wizard of Oz in the Village Hall 
20  November  Saturday 2.30 pm     Double Act Wizard of Oz in the Village Hall Matinee 
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More Useful Phone Numbers 
 

Power and electrical - Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks:  
0800 0727282 (free phone land line) or 0345 072 1905 (free phone mobile 
contracts or local rate for pay as you go) 
Western Power Distribution: 
0800 365900 (free phone land line and mobiles) 
 

Water - Wessex Water:  
03456004600 (free from most land lines or local charges apply dependant on 
the land line or mobile provider) 
 

Gas - Transco - Gas Emergency: 
0800 111999 (free phone, mobile phone charged as per the local provider rate) 
 

Roads and highways - Highways England (including incidents A35, A37 and 
A31):  
0300 1235000 (local call rate or 3p - 40p per minute from a mobile dependant 
on the provider) 
Dorset Council (including incidents on the Dorset Council highway):  
01305 221000 (10p per minute from a land line or 3p - 40p per minute from a 
mobile dependent upon the provider) 
 

Flooding - Environment Agency - Flood Line:  
0345 9881188 (calls are charged depending on the callers service provider and 
where there call is made). 
 

Dorset Council out of hours Emergency Contact Number – 01929 556561 
 

DORSET  EMERGENCY CARE SERVICE  
 

If you become ill after your surgery has closed (between 6.30pm and 8 am 
Monday to Friday, over the weekend and Bank Holidays) 

 

THE NEW NUMBER TO RING IS NOW  
 

111 
 

If you need IMMEDIATE MEDICAL HELP You should dial 999 and ask for 
an Ambulance 

 

This applies to ALL patients, not just those registered with the Corfe Castle Practice 
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Contact Details for St Aldhelm’s Benefice

Rector Ian Jackson 01929 480257     rectorsabpurbeck@gmail.com

Associate Minister James Mercer 01929 422454

  james_staldhelm@icloud.com

Hon Assistant Priest Anne Bond 01929 480249   rev.anne@outlook.com

Curate Nick Webb 07866 546162 fulloflifegardens@googlemail.com

Benefice Office: Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 9.00am - 1.00pm

Benefice Administrator: Katie Curtis St George’s Church, Langton
Matravers BH19 3HZ  01929 427822 office@purbeckbenefice.plus.com

(NB Katie is currently working from home, but is contactable by email
above during office hours)

Enquiries for Baptisms / Weddings / Funerals / Banns - contact Benefice
Office and for the Corfe Valley parishes contact Ian Jackson

www.purbeckhillsbenefice.wordpress.com

St Aldhelm Benefice
@StAldhelm

Church Wardens in the Valley Churches

Corfe Castle:  Penelope Smith 480109 John Lindsay 481498

Church Knowle, Kimmeridge, & Steeple Contact Ian Jackson

Visit St Edwards Website - http://stedwardscorfecastle.co.uk/

The Reverend Ian Jackson writes

At present, we have all become very familiar with words and phrases such as 
‘flexible’, ‘cautious’ and ’more settled’; and although much is going well in 
terms of dealing with the virus we continue to be in uncertain times.

St Aldhelm’s Benefice
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Really, this is always the case for some people at some places in the world; 
and it can seem that some have more than a fair share of uncertainty. 
 
At the same time we cope with such uncertainty in a variety of ways, and 
some do so more easily than others. All the more reason to be understanding 
and supportive of each other and especially as a more familiar pattern of life 
gradually emerges. 
 
Christian faith and life helps us here. At the start of the Bible, in the 1st chapter 
of Genesis, we read in the first account (there are 2) of creation that God 
creates order out of ‘waste and void’ - Genesis 1:2, Revised Version. In Paul’s 
letter to the Romans in the New Testament, chapter 8, Paul speaks of the 
creation continuing and uses the image of childbirth to express this. 
 
There is much debate about the biblical understanding of creation. A key point 
from the 2 passages I mention is that creation is ongoing and does involve 
pain, uncertainty and some continuing chaos. And yet through this comes 
about all that is good, true and full of God’s glory. We do not always see and 
know this easily or immediately. Encouraging each other in faith and hope is 
another way we can encourage each other.  
 
As with all aspects of life at present church life is re-emerging. Some things 
will be the same, others will be different. We hope and pray all will be for 
good.  
 
It is very good that we have been able to continue working on some of the 
changes needed since we became a benefice of 7 parishes. The final stage of 
consultation ends at the beginning of June as the PCCs and parishes of the 
Purbeck Hills (Kingston, Langton and Worth) become one parish with one 
PCC. The Corfe valley parishes continue to consider what changes might be 
appropriate and helpful. We will be finding our feet with some of this and 
obviously learning and adapting, where necessary, as we go along. 
 
I would like to thank all who have been particularly involved in working out 
these developments for the benefice – a lot of time and effort has been given 
most generously; thank you! I would also like to ask for everyone’s continuing 
help, support and prayer. We cannot always embrace all suggestions but we 
try very hard to listen to all thoughts and comments and to seek God’s way for 
us all in our life together as his people in these parishes. 
 
Ian 
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Bible Readings - June 2021 
 
Sunday 6th June    1st Sunday after Trinity 

Psalm 130 
Genesis 3: 8 – 15 
2 Corinthians 4: 13 – 5:1 
Mark 3: 20 – end 

 
Sunday 13th June   2nd Sunday after Trinity 

Psalm 92: 1 – 8 
Ezekiel 17: 22 – end 

         2 Corinthians 5: 6 – 10; 14 – 17 
Mark 4: 26 – 34 

 
Sunday 20th June   3rd Sunday after Trinity 

Psalm 107: 1 – 3; 23 – 32 
Job 38: 1 – 11 
2 Corinthians 6: 1 – 13 
Mark 4: 35 – 41 

 
Sunday 27th June   4th Sunday after Trinity 

Psalm 30 
Lamentations: 3: 23 – 33 
2 Corinthians 8: 7 – end 
Mark 5: 21 – end 

 
Sunday 4th July    5th Sunday after Trinity 

Psalm 123 
Ezekiel 2: 1 – 5 
2 Corinthians 12: 2 – 20 
Mark 6: 1 - 13 
 

Church Services during June 2021 
 
Each Sunday of the month 
9am In St Edward’s Corfe Castle Holy Communion 
 
8 am in St Nicholas Worth – Holy Communion (BCP) 
 
10am In St George’s Langton AND on line (zoom) Holy Communion 
 
10am Zoom link - https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83570811911  
 

On the 2nd Sunday of the month  
9.30am in the churchyard of St Michaels’ Steeple Morning Worship  
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June 13th and June 27th 11.15 am in St James Kingston Holy Communion. 
 

Just a reminder – if you have a computer (PC or Apple) with internet access, 
you do not need to install any Zoom software to “attend” Zoom services.  If 
you use a smartphone or tablet, you will need the Zoom application installed. 
 
The present arrangements will continue for the time being and will be 
reviewed during the coming months. We have consulted with the 
churchwardens and others about this and it seems the most appropriate 
arrangement for the moment.  
We have also been considering the pattern of services for when we move to a 
more settled time; more about this in due course.    Ian 

 

Online coffee mornings. 
 
We are now holding a regular Thursday online Coffee Morning each week 
11am – everyone is welcome. The link to join is below: 
 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84655538059?pwd=dzJESHN2M3B1RzIrSVVpZ
mphaUxiUT09 
 

Harmans Cross Village Hall - Church Services 
 
 

There are 6 pm Evening Services on the 3rd Sunday of each month at HXVH: 
June 20th, July 18th, and August 15th 2021, informal and friendly.   
 

3 Parishes Fete 
 
After further careful consideration the small group who plan and organise the 
3 Parishes Fete have decided not to hold it this year (2021). We know this is 
disappointing but we all think it is a wise and safe decision and we wanted to 
let you know about this. 
 
We really do hope the Fete will be held in 2022 and we look forward to 
preparing for that. 
 
We are very grateful to Neil and Angie Harbury, who have offered to make a 
donation to cover the funds usually raised for the 3 parish churches and the 
local charities, which are decided upon each year. This is a considerable help 
and encouragement for the life of our local churches and communities and 
helps us all as we cope with all the changes in our lives over recent times. 
 
We look forward to seeing one another more easily over the coming months as 
we  gather safely and to future community events and in particular a 3 parishes 
fete in August 2022.  
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the Gallery at 41

41 East Street, Corfe Castle,BH20 5EE

T.01929 480095 www.galleryat41.com contact@gallery@41.com

DORSET ART WEEKS EXHIBITION

painting, sculpture and ceramics by contemporary

Dorset artists

22 May to 6 June Every day except Tues 10.30 to 5

Judy Tate
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Corfe Castle Congregational Church 

Building Work In Progress 

By the time this goes to press, many of you will have seen the scaffolding on 
the church building.  We are having work done on the building to seal it from 
leaks. We have already replaced the guttering.  Once this is done, we will be 
decorating the inside of the chapel and fitting new flooring.  One of the main 
things that has to be done, is to staple and point the crack that has been caused 
by subsidence and to put a monitor across it to see what is happening now.  
Until this is completed, we will eventually be meeting in the Cabin/Fellowship 
Room.   

It is important to meet together, but as you know this has not been possible 
physically during this pandemic, but it has been possible on line or via zoom 
etc. 

 Not where they gather but as they gather, this is the heart of the church. When 
the word “Church” comes up in conversation, we think of a building.  Church 
is never about bricks and mortar, it was always greater than that.  In the Bible, 
‘Church’ is always referred to as people, not a place and the building is where 
the church can meet. 

Jesus never promises that with size or organisation that there would be more 
of His presence.  Jesus was not obsessed by large numbers or grand gestures, 
what He longed for was FAITH. 

“Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not 
seen.”   Hebrews 11:1 

We don’t know what the month of June holds for us, but currently our services 
are on hold, until further notice. 

Celia Taylor (Church Secretary) 
Fr_ee2talk@yahoo.co.uk - Mob. 07908807115 
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Computer Problems? 
 

 

Call A.J.V. Computing for all your 
computer needs  

 

  Experienced & qualified engineer 
Prompt & friendly service 

 No callout charge 
 

Mobile: 07710 835905 
Tel: 01929 480529 

 

www.ajvcomputing.co.uk 
 

email: alan@ajvcomputing.co.uk 
 
 

IT Services for the Home and Small Business 

Pioneer View  

Dear Friends, 

We are slowly but surely approaching the time when all the lockdown 
restrictions will be lifted, and a sense of normality restored. 

I guess we are all wondering what this new normal will look like. What will 
this new post pandemic landscape look like? 

I guess my first observation of this new way of being is, it will never be the 
same as the pre pandemic. We will be living in a quite different culture with a 
manifold number of challenges to face.  

Perhaps the overarching emotions in this brave new world could be anxiety, 
fear as well a certain amount relief. My sense is that it will take some time to 
adjust to our newfound freedoms. It will require us to tread gently and 
cautiously. 

It will take some time to sink in as to what we have all passed through. It has 
been both traumatic and painful for many people in our communities as for the 
communities themselves. Perhaps we need to take stock and reflect our own 
grief and the loss of loved ones during this time.  

The Growing Compassionate Communities charity will be responding to this 
new normal in several ways.  One important GCC project is that we are 
planting a single tree in every community we serve, so that communities can 
recognise and remember people that have passed during this pandemic.  The 
following words will be on a memorial plaque: 

"This memorial is a tribute to all of those we have lost, and those who are left 
behind during the Covid 19 Pandemic.” 

This will not only provide an opportunity to say goodbye for many people 
who have lost loved ones, as well as their neighbours to visit, but it will also 
be a place of healing. 

I will end with a quote from somebody who is familiar with grief and loss: 

“Grief is the price we pay for love “Queen Elizabeth 11 

Go well. 

Peter  

Dorset Council fund a not-for-profit loan 
scheme for homeowners and landlords*.

We understand the expense of maintaining 
your home and we work with you to take the 
stress out of funding repairs, improvements 

or adaptations.

We see you as an individual, not a credit 
score. Our knowledgeable team of advisers 

will guide you through the process of 
applying for a home improvement loan.

For a no-obligation assessment 
or more information visit 

www.lendology.org.uk or call 01823 461099

Heatherton Park Studios, Bradford on Tone, Taunton, TA4 1EU

*subject to eligibility

Advertise in the 
Corfe Valley 

News from as 
little as £10

(see page 86 for details)
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DOORS WINDOWS & LOCKS 
 

Glass repairs & Misted Damaged double glazed units replaced PVC-U & 
Timber Windows & Doors supplied & installed Interior doors supplied & fitted  
Locks Opened – Replaced – Upgraded 
Handles-Hinges-Letter boxes-Seals & Gaskets Replaced. Snapped keys 
Extracted. Secondary glazing supplied and fitted  
 

Tel: 01929 481496 – Mobile: 07484186617 
 

Email: dwlocks@outlook.com   - FENSA-MTC-CRB checked 
 

 

 

  

 

Mike Harriott Ltd 
 

Plumber  
Bathroom Suite/Showers etc. 

 

Immersion Heaters Replaced 
 

No Job too Small. Small Painting/Decorating Jobs 
 

01929 480546 / 07773914297 
 

 

74 

 

VOYCE 
 

Builders Limited 
 

New Build 
Listed Buildings 

Extensions and Alterations 
 

01929 462167 
 

voycebuild@tiscali.co.uk 
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Church Knowle Village Hall 
Traditional Village Hall available for hire - £10 per hour * 

Large Car Park – Close to the Church – PRS Licence 
All enquires - Telephone 01929 480534 

*Regular & long term hires by negotiation 

www.churchknowle.doomby.com 

CHIROPODY 
Home Visits & Clinic Appointments 
Comprehensive Foot Care &Diabetic Patients Care 

HPC registered 
Member of the Society of Chiropodists & Podiatrists  

  
Appointments Call 

07979 840542 

www.swanagechirpopdy.co.uk 
Bring this page along for a £5 off your FIRST  treatment 

• We offer domes+c and commercial services 
• We ensure every job is carried out professionally with precision, care and 

respect to your land and the environment.  
• We cover all aspects of tree services including: pruning, felling, hedge 

cu?ng, storm debris removal, emergency call outs, drone rescue etc. 
• Rempstone Tree Management operators are fully qualified and insured. 

Please contact us on (01929) 480272   Jack, mobile 07398 263490 

email info@rempstonetreemanagement.co.uk 

www.rempstonetreemanagement.co.uk
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Corfe Castle Gardening Club
Welcome to the Jolly month of June!

I’m sure we all hope there will be causes for us to be jolly and to make merry.  
Greater social contact – with sensible precautions still - let’s not throw out the 
baby with the bath water. Better and more settled weather, longer days to enjoy 
gardens and gardening, as well as the uplifting effect of plants in bloom and 
fruit forming on the trees. Ain’t Nature wonnerful? It’s remarkable what is 
achieved with, or sometimes despite, our efforts to help Nature on its course.
Club members will have received the programme for the year and will, I hope, 
be looking forward to the Open Gardens early this month and the self-drive trip 
to Iford Manor in July.  If you are not yet a member you can join at GREAT
expense anytime. (The only expense is a phone call to Gerry Stoker, our 
secretary – details on the back page) Membership, is free this year.
We had a very successful Plant Sale last month.  Thanks to those who donated 
plants so generously and those who bought so enthusiastically.
Sat having a well earned “cuppa” in the garden we noted the number of bees 
and other winged insects that were visiting the blossom on our old apple tree. 
The hum and their industry brought pleasure during our brief idleness.  It also 
brought nostalgia for the days of youth when the hum from such activity would 
have been heard in the next door garden, not just by we two sat virtually under 
the tree.
We really have not been kind to our essential pollinators in recent years; loss of 
habitat and food sources, excessive use of chemical insect killers and climate 
change have all contributed.  Several years ago at the Chelsea Flower Show 
there was a stand proclaiming “No Bee – No Me”, and saying that if we 
destroyed all the bees humans would quickly follow them into extinction.  So 
important are bees to our food chain.  Sobering thought!
If you want to do your bit in encouraging bees, butterflies and other pollinators 
but don’t know how, get in touch with the Parish Council Environmental 
Group.  They are encouraging us to help with the greening and flowering of 
Corfe.  Your patch or pots can help.
Right, enough of sitting reading for now, off you go and plan your Autumn 
crops and flowers and get those seedlings going – oh yes – and plant some 
wildflowers while you’re at it - please.

Enjoy your spaces, large, small or miniscule, David

The Ivan Orchard Shield
On the 26th June Corfe Castle FC will host a charity football match featuring 
current players and Corfe Castle FC Legends in memory of former player and 
avid supporter Ivan Orchard in aid of Corfe Castle Surgery and The Swanage 
Stroke Club.
Kick off will be at 11.30am at Corfe Castle Football Club. Free entry but 
donations welcome.
BBQ and refreshments are available at the ground and there will be a football 
quiz and raffle at the Corfe Castle Club from 3pm.

Kind Regards, Steve Norman, Corfe Castle FC

Citizens Advice Seeks Volunteer Telephone Advisers

Your local Citizens Advice is looking to recruit additional volunteer telephone 
Advisers for our East Dorset and Purbeck service.
Telephone advisers are invaluable to us for delivering our service to local 
residents. Since the first lockdown, the demand for our service is ever 
increasing and we need to be able to provide a level of service which can match 
this demand.

No experience is necessary, just enthusiasm and a willingness to learn as full 
training will be given. Once training is complete, we do ask that people can 
commit to a minimum of 8 hours a week. Advisers can be based either working 
remotely from home or when restrictions allow, working from the office in 
Wimborne or Wareham to provide advice on a range of different subject areas. 

Citizens Advice in East Dorset and Purbeck is an independent charity that relies 
entirely on volunteer advisers to assist people with free, confidential and 
impartial advice, enabling them to move forward with their lives. 

For more information about this and other volunteering opportunities visit 
www.edpcitizensadvice.org.uk or email mandid@eastdorsetcab.org.uk.

For free, confidential advice and support call the Dorset Adviceline on 0800 
144 8848 or visit www.edpcitizensadvice.org.uk

Notices and Thanks
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I’m sure we all hope there will be causes for us to be jolly and to make merry.  
Greater social contact – with sensible precautions still - let’s not throw out the 
baby with the bath water. Better and more settled weather, longer days to enjoy 
gardens and gardening, as well as the uplifting effect of plants in bloom and 
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to Iford Manor in July.  If you are not yet a member you can join at GREAT
expense anytime. (The only expense is a phone call to Gerry Stoker, our 
secretary – details on the back page) Membership, is free this year.
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change have all contributed.  Several years ago at the Chelsea Flower Show 
there was a stand proclaiming “No Bee – No Me”, and saying that if we 
destroyed all the bees humans would quickly follow them into extinction.  So 
important are bees to our food chain.  Sobering thought!
If you want to do your bit in encouraging bees, butterflies and other pollinators 
but don’t know how, get in touch with the Parish Council Environmental 
Group.  They are encouraging us to help with the greening and flowering of 
Corfe.  Your patch or pots can help.
Right, enough of sitting reading for now, off you go and plan your Autumn 
crops and flowers and get those seedlings going – oh yes – and plant some 
wildflowers while you’re at it - please.

Enjoy your spaces, large, small or miniscule, David

The Ivan Orchard Shield
On the 26th June Corfe Castle FC will host a charity football match featuring 
current players and Corfe Castle FC Legends in memory of former player and 
avid supporter Ivan Orchard in aid of Corfe Castle Surgery and The Swanage 
Stroke Club.
Kick off will be at 11.30am at Corfe Castle Football Club. Free entry but 
donations welcome.
BBQ and refreshments are available at the ground and there will be a football 
quiz and raffle at the Corfe Castle Club from 3pm.

Kind Regards, Steve Norman, Corfe Castle FC

Citizens Advice Seeks Volunteer Telephone Advisers

Your local Citizens Advice is looking to recruit additional volunteer telephone 
Advisers for our East Dorset and Purbeck service.
Telephone advisers are invaluable to us for delivering our service to local 
residents. Since the first lockdown, the demand for our service is ever 
increasing and we need to be able to provide a level of service which can match 
this demand.

No experience is necessary, just enthusiasm and a willingness to learn as full 
training will be given. Once training is complete, we do ask that people can 
commit to a minimum of 8 hours a week. Advisers can be based either working 
remotely from home or when restrictions allow, working from the office in 
Wimborne or Wareham to provide advice on a range of different subject areas. 

Citizens Advice in East Dorset and Purbeck is an independent charity that relies 
entirely on volunteer advisers to assist people with free, confidential and 
impartial advice, enabling them to move forward with their lives. 

For more information about this and other volunteering opportunities visit 
www.edpcitizensadvice.org.uk or email mandid@eastdorsetcab.org.uk.

For free, confidential advice and support call the Dorset Adviceline on 0800 
144 8848 or visit www.edpcitizensadvice.org.uk
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Need Advice? Purbeck Citizens Advice is Here to 
Help!

We provide free, independent and confidential advice 
and information whatever your question.

Advisers are available 5 days a week to give advice on the phone or by email.

We offer a full range of up to date advice, including help with:

 Benefits entitlement and claims
 Debt management, budgeting and income maximisation
 Employment advice including furlough, Statutory Sick Pay, redundancy 

and unfair dismissal
 Advice for the self-employed including the Income Support Scheme
 Energy and water advice, support and schemes 
 Housing and advice if at risk of homelessness
 Referrals for charitable support or to food banks

Purbeck residents needing advice can phone Dorset Adviceline on freephone 
0800 144 8848 (Textphone: 0800 144 8884), 10am-4pm weekdays to talk to an 
adviser. Alternatively, you can use our webform at www.purbeckadvice.org.uk
for email or telephone call-back, and access a wealth of self-help advice online 
at www.citizensadvice.org.uk

New drop-in has started at Mill Lane, Wareham Office - from Tuesday 
October 20th, 12-2pm on a first come, first served basis.

Corfe Castle Youth Club

Good news!! Youth Club has re-opened. It meets each Wednesday outside on 
the field behind the Village Hall (Weather Permitting).
We‘ll be having 2 sessions each Wednesday,
The first from 5.30p.m -6.45 FOR YEAR 6’S
The second from 7 p.m -8.30 FOR YEARS 7 & above.

We’ll be offering our usual mix of sports, games, music, quizzes
and topical chats with Youth Workers Donna & Ro, along with
sweets and drinks to buy.

NEW ATTRACTION: Ro will be bringing the Clubmobile - a
customised van with music and entertainment on board.

Jigsaw Exchange/Library.

The JIGSAW LIBRARY will 
be closing from 1 June to 

October 2021

The Jigsaw Library has been a 
great success over lockdown and we are very grateful for all your jigsaw 
donations and support. 

As the weather improves we have seen a drop in the use of the library so we 
will be closing it down from 1 June.  We will, however, be back in October as 
the nights draw in.

Please return your jigsaws to the collection box at 146 East Street, when they 
are finished, so that we can reissue them when we reopen. 

Jigsaws will no longer be available from the telephone kiosk from 1 June.

We will be Back!

Addendum: The 1769 map & the 1790 Census

Last month’s CVN mentioned the 1769 map. Readers might like to know that 
this can still be viewed at Dorset History Centre and the reference number for it 
is D-BKL/N/A/1/34. It has recently been cleaned so is much clearer to read so,
for example, ‘The Wheatstone’ should have read ‘The Whetstone’. Meadows, 
gardens, houses & outhouses are all mentioned - also tofts (where a cottage 
once stood in the past). ‘The Ragged Cat’ is shown as ‘Haskell’s house, garden 
& haws’ owned by John Calcraft. In fact it too was a pub – ‘The Silent 
Woman’. ‘The Fox’ isn’t shown by its name either as both would have been 
‘bush houses’ who brewed their own ale and didn’t require an alehouse licence. 
The name was derived from the fact that when a new brew was ready, branches 
or bits of bush were tied to a pole outside the house indicating that fresh ale was 
available.

The 1790 Census constantly gets confused with the later censuses of 1811, 
1821, 1831, 1841 etc completed for Corfe which all had a one on the end! A 
detailed transcript of the 1790 census can be found at the History Centre in 
Dorchester ref: D-2454.

Louise Haywood
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Jigsaws will no longer be available from the telephone kiosk from 1 June.
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this can still be viewed at Dorset History Centre and the reference number for it 
is D-BKL/N/A/1/34. It has recently been cleaned so is much clearer to read so,
for example, ‘The Wheatstone’ should have read ‘The Whetstone’. Meadows, 
gardens, houses & outhouses are all mentioned - also tofts (where a cottage 
once stood in the past). ‘The Ragged Cat’ is shown as ‘Haskell’s house, garden 
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Woman’. ‘The Fox’ isn’t shown by its name either as both would have been 
‘bush houses’ who brewed their own ale and didn’t require an alehouse licence. 
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or bits of bush were tied to a pole outside the house indicating that fresh ale was 
available.

The 1790 Census constantly gets confused with the later censuses of 1811, 
1821, 1831, 1841 etc completed for Corfe which all had a one on the end! A 
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Save the date 2-5th September
Come and join us from the 2-5th September 2021 for 

a festival inspired by “Light”. 
Featuring Natalie Clein, the Carducci Quartet, Cédric 

Pescia and more. 

Works to include Haydn, Shostakovitch, Debussy, Bach….
The full programme and tickets will be announced in April.

In the meanwhile follow our PICMF Video channel 
Stay safe and reserve the date!

Copyright (C) 2021 Purbeck International Chamber Music Festival, charity no. 
1172743. All rights reserved.

Purbeck International Chamber Music Festival, charity no. 1172743
Harbour St Bride, Durlston Rd SWANAGE Dorset, BH19 2HZ 

Tom’s Field Campsite launches a guidebook of local walks for charity

Tom’s Field Campsite in Langton Matravers is launching a booklet of local 
walks – ranging from short strolls to more adventurous hikes – all starting and 
ending from the campsite. The guide includes some of the most spectacular 
coastal walks in the south of England, with the campsite being situated just a 
short distance from the South West Coastal Path and the Jurassic Coast.  But it 
also includes some less well-known routes which head in all directions from the 
site including one which cuts right across the valley and up onto Nine Barrow 
Down, offering panoramic views of the whole of Poole Harbour.  

Every year, Tom’s Field Campsite is used by many young people on field trips 
and as part of their Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards.  All proceeds from the sale of 
this guide, which costs £5 per copy, will be donated to the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award charity which supports thousands of young people every year to 
undertake DoE awards nationally, many from disadvantaged backgrounds.

The guidebook is available from the campsite shop, open every day 8am to 
11am and 4pm to 6pm.

Badminton In Corfe Castle

The badminton group that runs in the Covid secure Corfe Castle Village Hall on 
Tuesday evenings from 8.15 pm has resumed with all relevant Covid 

precautions in place.

We are a very friendly, mixed group of light hearted players who would 
welcome others to join us. 

It only costs £1.50 a session to play. 

Please bring your own racquet and wear a face covering while not playing and 
check into the QR code for the hall on arrival.

We look forward to meeting some new players.

For more information ring Chris Kemp on 01929 480007

Please Don’t Feed Grazing Horses
Feeding grazing horses carrots and/or apples may seem like a kind, 
inconsequential and pleasant thing to do, however, it can actually be very 
harmful and possibly fatal. Some horses have special dietary needs - carrots and 
apples are high in sugar being dangerous for ponies with Laminitis or Cushings. 
Even healthy horses can choke on fruit and veg if it’s not cut and handled 
correctly or it could cause colic which can be fatal. Also, if horses think a 
passer-by is going to feed them, they start to expect food from all passers-by 
and the horse may come and look for food in your pocket, sometimes 
aggressively which can be frightening, especially for children. If you’re 
concerned that a horse isn’t being fed properly, then you should report it to the 
RSPCA 0300 1234 999, but under no circumstances should you feed it yourself. 
So please, DO NOT feed ANY grazing horses in a field or on the common, 
many thanks.
Also, please shut all gates and make sure they are properly latched.

Northern Ireland
As you probably know Johnny Mercer MP recently resigned/was sacked as the 
Minister responsible for Veterans’ Affairs. This was on the issue of the 
continued prosecution in law courts of former soldiers who served in Northern 
Ireland during the “Troubles” between 1969 and 1997. This continues.
I was lucky enough the other day to attend a Zoom meeting with Johnny Mercer 
at which he asked those present to write to their MPs about this; and to 
encourage as many others as possible to do the same. Legislation currently 
before Parliament will provide protection for soldiers who have served in, for 
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Purbeck Paw Prints

romps to gentle park ambles

Dog walking 

Exhilarating beach
and more…

+  Pet pop-ins and feeding.
+  Puppy training and socialisation.
+  Doggy day care.
+  Walking tours discovering Purbeck.
+  Horse exercising and stable duties.
+  All affordable services.
+  Fully insured.

Call Kate Doolittle: 07974321128

At Margaret Green Animal Rescue we take in pets that have become 
homeless due to a change in circumstances, or that have been 
neglected, mistreated or abandoned. We pride ourselves on the 
standard of care each animal receives and finding forever homes is at 
the very heart of what we do.
The animals at Church Knowle are waiting to meet you! Take part in 
the visitor trail and children’s quiz or simply wander at your leisure 
and meet the animals in our care. Enjoy and relax with a cup of tea or 
coffee, cake or ice-cream in our cafè.

Charity number: 1167990

Rescue   Care   Rehome   Support

Margaret Green Animal 
Rescue Rehoming & 
Visitor Centre
Church Knowle, Wareham, 
Dorset BH20 5NQ

Open 10:00 - 16:00
t: 01929 480474
e: comms@mgar.org.uk

margaretgreenanimalrescue.org.uk

example, Iraq and Afghanistan. It does not provide protection to those who 
served in Northern Ireland. 
 

Please consider sending a letter to your MP (Richard Drax for anyone who lives 
in the parish of Corfe or other southern parts of the Isle of Purbeck). 
 

Please contact Michael Bond michaeljabond@outlook.com for a specimen letter 
and instructions on where to send it.   Michael Bond 
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All aspects of Interior and Exterior Decoration
High Quality, Friendly, Reliable Service

For a Free Estimate - Please Call Russell
Tel: 01929 480045 

Mob: 07810 800622
Web: www.decorationdesign.co.uk

Decoration Design
1 Townsend Road, Corfe Castle, BH20 5ET

For a free consultation meeting call  
01202 622223  

Apex CB Financial Planning Ltd, 2 Jellicoe House,  
Admiralty Park, Station Road, Holton Heath, Poole BH16 6HX    

Apex CB Financial Planning Ltd is authorised and regulated by the  
Financial Conduct Authority registration no 507964.  

Registered in England company no. 0508293.  

Trusted independent financial  
advice in Dorset for 16 years 
We have a friendly and experienced team 

providing holistic financial planning and  
Wealth Management services in Purbeck.  

 
 

www.apexcb.com 

Wealth management  
Tax-free savings  

Pensions & retirement planning 
Pension Transfer consultations  

Inheritance tax planning 
Life & illness cover  

Mortgage & Equity release 

WWOORRCCEESSTTEERR AACCCCRREEDDIITTEEDD 
IINNSSTTAALLLLEERRSS ((WWAAII)) 

UUPP TTOO 88 YYEEAARR WWAARRRRAANNTTIIEESS 
OONN OOIILL BBOOIILLEERRSS AANNDD 1100 
YYEEAARRSS OONN GGAASS BBOOIILLEERRSS 

 

 
OOIILL TTAANNKK RREEPPLLAACCEEMMEENNTTSS 
AANNDD NNEEWW IINNSSTTAALLLLAATTIIOONNSS 

 

 
HHIIGGHH QQUUAALLIITTYY 

WWOORRKKMMAANNSSHHIIPP 
 
c

 
CCOOVVEERRIINNGG AALLLL DDTT 

PPOOSSTTCCOODDEESS AALLOONNGG WWIITTHH 
BBHH1166,, BBHH1199 AANNDD BBHH2200  

 

 
CCAALLLL UUSS OONN 0011330055 885533997700 

OORR 0077555577 999900771155 

Full range of rural services

Heatcare (UK) Ltd is a local family run, OFTEC and Gas 
Safe registered, plumbing and heating company.

Heatcare are able to cater to your needs be it services, repairs or 
installations and we are able to carry out these services in both 

domestic and commercial sectors. Along with offering these 
services in Oil, we can also offer the same in LPG and mains Gas, 

again, in both domestic and commercial fields.

Heatcare (UK) LTD

Upton Farm, Upton, Dorchester, 
Dorset, DT2 8NE

heatcareukltd@aol.com
www.heatcareukltd.com

10% off!
When you have your boiler 

and Aga serviced at the same 
time
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The Builder Of Corfe Castle 
 

Paul Randall was a knowledgeable historian and a formidable personality and I 
would hesitate to challenge him on a historical matter if he were still in the 
village. But he is no longer with us and I therefore feel safe to do so. 
 

I don’t dispute his suggested identity of the builder of Corfe Castle. I do question 
the reasons he gives for it being built. In passing there was a castle at Wareham 
too, apparently of Norman origin. It was on the mound which you can see with 
a large house on its top on your left as you drive across the causeway from 
Stoborough to Wareham. It was destroyed after the English Civil War. 
Wareham was an important town in the 9th and 10th centuries. It was one of 
Alfred the Great’s burghs; it was a major port until the Frome began to silt up 
and ships became too big and could no longer get up the river to the quay; and 
it has some case to argue that it was the original birthplace of the Royal Navy. 
 

Apparently work on building Corfe Castle started in 1086. I find it unconvincing 
that it was built as one of a chain of castles along the south coast to prevent a 
seaborne invasion of England. Contemporary military commanders would have 
had no difficulty in finding a suitable undefended beach on which to land a 
significant military force, and major armies seem to have moved back and forth 
quite freely during the reign of King Stephen about 20 years later during the 
period known as the Anarchy when people said “God and his angels slept”; and 
one side, I cannot remember which, build a temporary motte and bailey castle 
on the site we now call the Rings while besieging the other in Corfe Castle.  
When I was a child the story of the French knights starving the death in the 
dungeon of our Castle was a feature of local oral history and I knew about it. I 
wonder if any child in the village aged about 8 now knows this story, no matter 
how long his family have lived here.  Local oral history seems to have been lost. 
 

Corfe Castle blocks the only route through the Purbeck Hills. The Normans may 
have regarded the Isle of Purbeck as a possible last redoubt to which they could 
retreat in event of a successful rebellion by their English subjects until 
reinforcements could join them. I suggest that a more likely reason for building 
Corfe Castle when and where they did was a fear of an upsurge of Viking 
invasions. King William apparently called a conference just before Christmas 
1085 to discuss the threat of Viking raids. This was considered very great. In 
recent history there had been major raids at Weymouth, Wareham and 
especially Swanage. A Viking forced landing at Swanage would be bottled up 
if there was a strong fortress at Corfe Castle. We know that after the Norman 
conquest there were to be no more significant Viking raids on Britain.  They did 
not know this in 1085.      MJAB. 
 

Based in Swanage, Martin Patterson at Purbeck Tech Support 
provides I.T. support to homes and businesses. With 14 years' 
experience working locally in this area with individuals and 
companies, he delivers professional, friendly and supportive 
advice and a reliable service. 

Purbeck Tech Support can offer a wide range of services, 
including but not limited to: 
 

 PC repair and servicing 
 Clean up after scam calls 
 General troubleshooting 
 Software and operating system updates and 

upgrades 
 Broadband and WiFi set up 
 Email set up and configuration 
 Tablet and phone support 
 Smart device set up 
 Data-back up 
 Hardware and printer supplies and sales 

 

Purbeck Tech Support can work with your devices either at 
your property or we can collect and return to you. Remote 
support is also available. 
Please contact Martin to discuss your needs on: 
 

Tel 01929 421706 / 07791 770142 
 
Email: martin@purbecktechsupport.co.uk 



 
REGULAR EVENTS 

 
MONDAY  

 
 Ballet – Miranda Hindson - Tel 07919441836 

or Mjlballet@gmail.com 
 Short  Mat Bowls@ 14.00 

 
TUESDAY 

 
 Whist Drive – Eileen Cake 01929 552393 (alternate Tuesdays 

@ 7.30pm) 
 Short Mat Bowls @ 14.00  

 
WEDNESDAY 

 
 Say So Drama – 10.30 – 12.00 with Emma for adults with 

learning disabilities – 07725 942609 
 Yoga – Pam Steele - Tel 01929 556714 

or pamsteeleyoga@googlemail.com  
 Ballet – Miranda Hindson - Tel 07919441836 

or Mjlballet@gmail.com  
 

THURSDAY 
 

 Health Qigong– Penny Youssef - Tel 07969925502 
or pennyyoussef1@gmail.com  
 

FRIDAY 
 

 Short Mat Bowls –@ 14.00 
 Zhineng Qigong-  Penny Youssef - Tel 07969 925502 

or pennyyoussef1@gmail.com 
 

SUNDAY 
 

 Purbeck Antiques Collectors Fayre – (Last Sunday of each 
month) phone Lesley 01929 425402 

 

TO BOOK THE HALL  
TELEPHONE 07731 571496 

OR 
WWWFURZEBROOKHALL.ORG 

Email FurzebrookHall@outlook.com 

7372

 
May 17th was the date of the long-awaited re-opening of the Fine Foundation 
Wild Seas Centre at Kimmeridge. Visitors to Dorset Wildlife Trust’s centre 
can expect fresh new displays and a stunning art exhibition by Weymouth 
artist Sandra Dawe. As a scuba-diver and an underwater photographer, 
Sandra’s eye-catching woodcut prints and colourful polymer clay marine 
creatures aim to showcase the incredible, fascinating and often overlooked 
marine wildlife that she encounters here in Dorset. Find out more about her 
work at www.seaslugillustration.com  

Alongside the exhibition, a group of local divers and underwater 
photographers are also displaying a selection of their work taken during the 
pandemic, when diving was allowed. Their breath-taking underwater images 
make normally unseen sea creatures accessible to all. Surprises are certainly in 
store for anyone who thinks British seas are dull and boring! 

In this display you can learn about Stalked Jellyfish, Nudibranchs and why 
Kimmeridge Bay became a Marine Conservation Zone in 2019. Entry to the 
centre and exhibition is free and Covid measures are in place to keep everyone 
safe as we take the next step in easing lockdown. Face masks must be worn 
inside the centre. 

The Wild Seas Centre will be open everyday from 11am until 4pm from 17th 
May and the art exhibition will run for one month. Find us by the slipway on 
the eastern side of the bay. 

For more information about Dorset Wildlife Trust and the Centre visit 
www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk/wild-seas-centre  
 
Julie Hatcher 
Wild Seas Centre Officer 

Dorset Wildlife Trust 
Fine Foundation Wild Seas Centre,  
Kimmeridge Bay, Wareham, BH20 5PE  
01929 481044   kimmeridge@dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk    
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Corf e' s  Crooked  M.P  
 
Lately, we have read about quite a few 'dodgy customers' among our Members 
of Parliament, but for sheer bare-faced villainy it would be hard to beat Francis 
Hawley, who was the second representative for our Borough in the 16th century. 
He comes to our notice first in 1576 when Queen Elizabeth the first sold Corfe 
Castle and much of Purbeck to her favourite, Sir Christopher Hatton for £4761. 
This powerful magnate was her Vice Chamberlain and in due course without 
much legal training became Lord Chancellor. As her minion, he was expected 
to be at her beck and call and hence delegated his duties in Dorset to Francis 
Hawley. T h i s  flash and irresponsible man therefore found himself carrying out 
the duties of Deputy Governor of Corfe and Vice Admiral of Purbeck.  He soon 
struck up a friendship with the pirates, who were infesting the south coast at that 
time and became, in effect, a receiver of stolen goods operating for the most 
part through his deputies, Uvedale and Ayres. He had contacts with Howard of 
Bindon who encouraged the pirates to land at Lulworth, and with the Pitts, 
Bonds and Randalls who as substantial Weymouth merchants did very well 
from this nefarious trade. 
 
Eventually the Privy Council set up a Commission to suppress Piracy and it was 
found expedient to find another landing place. Hawley virtually controlled 
Purbeck and as Deputy to the Vice Admiral could do what he liked. With the 
help of the Mayor of Corfe, the Island became the crime capital of Wessex.  
 
The pirates concentrated on Studland, and wines, spirits, costly velvets and even 
jewels were laid out for open purchase. Three disreputable pubs controlled by 
the Munday family did a roaring trade day and night, and drunkenness and 
violence were the order of the day. Hawley drew his commission and was on 
the best of terms with these lawbreakers. This state of affairs came to the ears 
of the Privy Council and Hawley was asked to explain his complete lack of 
control. He managed to convey the impression that he was an honest man trying 
to compete with an impossible situation.  He wrote that he had suffered physical 
injury and without adequate troops could not drive these violent men away. 
Hatton backed him up and he escaped censure although he was now a marked 
man. 
 
The best-known and most violent pirate was one Clinton Atkinson. He was an 
anomaly in being well educated and the god-son of the Earl of Lincoln. In 
1581, he was captured at sea with other pirates, put on trial and condemned to 
death. Desperate to save his life he gave substantial bribes to Hawley who 

Smedmore Joinery 
  

CCoottttaaggee  DDoooorrss  
SSttaabbllee  DDoooorrss  

SSaasshh  WWiinnddoowwss  
FFlluusshh  CCaasseemmeenntt  WWiinnddoowwss  

YYoorrkk  SSlliiddiinngg  WWiinnddoowwss  
WWiinnddooww  &&  DDoooorr  RReeppaaiirrss  

  
AAllll  nneeww  jjooiinneerryy  ccaann  bbee  ppaaiinntteedd,,  ggllaazzeedd  &&  ffiitttteedd  bbyy  uuss  

JJooiinneerryy  ppllaannnniinngg  ddrraawwiinnggss  aanndd  mmeetthhoodd  ssttaatteemmeennttss  aarree  aallssoo  aavvaaiillaabbllee..  
TTeell::    0011992299  448811666666  ––  MMoobbiillee  0077772211001144776600  

EEmmaaiill::    ssmmeeddmmoorreejjooiinneerryy@@aaooll..ccoomm  

promised assistance. Such an action was far too dangerous for a suspected 
collaborator and Hawley backed down. Atkinson was hung in chains at 
Wapping Stairs with the other malefactors. There was great indignation in 
Purbeck at the loss of one of the main suppliers of loot and about Hawley's 
treachery.  In his absence Uvedale and Ayres led an attack on the Castle which 
was ill defended. Windows were smashed, lead r i p ped  off roofs and stones 
from the North Wall rolled down into the village. It is said Uvedale rebuilt his 
house from these. Once again Hawley kept out of trouble. The threat of - the 
Spanish Armada in 1587 and 1588 put an end to Dorset piracy as such. Letters 
of marque to attack the Spanish legalised their operations as long as the Queen 
drew her share.  Studland's reign of terror ceased and with the creation of the 
Borough, Hawley succeeded Uvedale as the town's second M.P. 

Paul Randall. 
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Kimmeridge News 
 

The Kimmeridgians 
 

This fascinating book about the history of Kimmeridge from its geologic 
origins, through early settlers, right up to the present day was written by David 
& Joan Brachi and first published in 2008. It has been out of print for a number 
of years; but thanks to the generosity of local people, who funded the printing 
costs, a new edition has just arrived! This keeps all the original work of David 
& Joan, but with a new forward by their son, Peter Brachi and an extra chapter 
bringing us up to 2021. The new edition is available at The Etches Collection 
and will also be on sale at other local places. It costs just £14.95 and all the 
profits from this print run will go to the Kimmeridge Village Hall. 

 
Steve & Helen Earwicker (earwicker@btinternet.com) 
 

Smiling Seas 
Our next beach clean: The next group beach clean 
will be held on Saturday 12th June. Meeting at 
Gaulter Gap (Car Park Steps). The time is yet to be 
confirmed due to the tides, but we will keep you 
updated. 
If you would like to join in it would be lovely to 
have you with us.  
Either email smilingseas@outlook.com or send 

a message on Instagram 
@kimmeridgesmilingseas /@smilingseas. 

It is important we know numbers to allow us to 
follow government guidelines. We will also send 

you updates, confirmations and the time of the clean.  

My “Have to watch” recommendations. All of these films are very thought 
provoking and eye opening and I highly recommend watching them.  
On Netflix 

 A plastic Ocean 
 Seaspiracy  
 Project Blue/Mission 

Blue  
 Chasing Coral 
 My Octopus teacher 

Looking forward to seeing you 
on 12th June. 
Thank you again for reading,  
Emily House.  

                                                                                                                                                    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOT JUST ELECTRICIANS THAT CARE.. 

WE CAN OFFER A ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL YOUR KITCHEN & BATHROOM 
INSTALLATIONS OR PROJECT MANAGE FULL REFURBISHMENTS OF ALL SIZES. 

GIVE US A RING AND LET US SHOW YOU HOW GOOD IT CAN BE BY 

THINKING PINKS. 

TEL: 01929 423024 OR 077 4803 4849 

Unit 9D, Anvil Centre          
Prospect Business Park      
Swanage,BH19 1EJ              
Tel:01929 423024 
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ADULT MODERN LINE DANCE
        7p.m.-8p.m. Tuesday Evenings

                   (Starting 18th May)

            11.30a.m-12.30 Thursdays

                 (starting 20th May)

ALL CLASSES ARE NOW RUN IN

                    SMALL GROUPS

All our classes are run in Covid-19 safe halls, with lots of fresh air coming in, 
so you can feel very safe when attending the class

 AADDUULLTT LLAATTIINN AAMMEERRIICCAANN && BBAALLLLRROOOOMM 
DDAANNCCEE CCLLAASSSS 

                  Every Thursday for beginners

             1p.m-2p.m – in the main hall

                STARTING THURSDAY 20TH MAY

Other Classes and private lessons are available       
for Absolute Beginners to Advanced dancers.  

Please contact Donna for details

       Come and join the fun, CALL DONNA TO BOOK YOUR PLACE IN A CLASS!

Expert tuition from Donna Diebelius who is a fellow of the imperial 
society of teachers of dancing and previous world dance finalist

Donna Diebelius F.I.S.T.D 

E: donnadiebelius@googlemail.com  

T: 01202 243803      www.purbeckdancestudio.co.uk

Harmans Cross Village Hall News 
 
Whilst we have been shut during the Covid lockdowns we have used the time 
to do jobs in the hall and on the field and playground. Thanks go to all the 
volunteers who have helped. We have a newly sanded dance floor in the main 
hall, and an upgraded sound system ready for Movie Nights to resume from 
October. The playground has been repainted and the equipment inspected and, 
where needed, serviced. The patio has been tidied up and cleaned, and the 
garden beds cleared of weeds. 
 
All of this has been in readiness for the hall starting to come back into use, and 
it has been lovely to see the community starting to return and use the fantastic 
facilities we have available.  As well as the return of Movie Nights already 
mentioned, live music will be returning with the long-delayed return of Abba’s 
Angels in September. 
 
Before then, we are delighted to be running the HXVH Annual Fete & Field 
Day on Bank Holiday Monday 30th August.  The Flower and Produce Show will 
be returning, and next month we will have available all the details of the Show 
and how to enter.  There will be live entertainment, and an array of activities, 
stalls and refreshments – and plenty of free car parking as well. 
 
The day cannot run without the incredibly generous support of local businesses 
and volunteers.  Our charity partner for this year is the amazing local charity 
Will Does, and we will be sharing the proceeds from the raffle with them.  So 
when the time comes, please buy those raffle tickets – we are working hard to 
secure some amazing prizes. 
 
A couple of key contacts for you all – if anyone would like to be involved in 
what we aim to make a very special day for helpers, locals and visitors alike, 
please contact Richard Purchase at richard.purchase@btinternet.com.   
 
For any local businesses or individuals wishing to book a stall at the Fete, or get 
involved in sponsoring the Fete by way of a raffle prize or any other 
involvement, please contact David Hollister at hxvh@btconnect.com. 
 
Finally, we welcome any donations of books, handbags, scarves, jewellery and 
bric-a-brac for the Fete.  Please leave them with Richard & Alison at 6 Flower 
Meadow Lane in Harmans Cross – thank you. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you all at the Hall in the very near future. 
 
Alison Clough, Chair of Harmans Cross Village Hall 
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Wareham’s historic Rex Cinema 
reopened on Friday 28 May 

The Rex Cinema is one of the longest running 
independent cinemas in the country. The treasured 
venue opened in 1921 with silent movies, brought 

talkies to the roaring ‘20s, held fast throughout the ‘30s depression, the second 
World War and, more recently, two national lockdowns, but it is still standing 
strong and is delighted to be reopening its doors once again.  

The May programme launches with the multi-Oscar, BAFTA and Golden Globe 
winning Nomadland (cert 12A), and our favourite bunny returns in Peter 
Rabbit 2: The Runaway, (cert U) for the half-term family morning and 
afternoon film. 

The Rex Cinema sprang back to life briefly last December and received fantastic 
coverage across press and television to showcase the stunning, newly 
refurbished interior which has been completed throughout 2020, using grants 
and generous donations raised to improve accessibility, including a new stairlift. 
The cinema is proud to now welcome audiences back and present the lovingly 
remodelled Art Deco bar with increased access through to the elegant new 
unisex washroom facilities, all in accordance with social distancing guidelines. 

The auditorium, which was also refurbished in 2016 with new carpets and 
reupholstered seating, boasts a state-of-the-art screen and cinema projection 
system with Dolby 7.1 surround sound, to ensure that all films are presented as 
they were meant to be. Coupled with the exciting bottled wine collection now 
being served in the new bar, this is a cinema experience that you won’t forget. 

The Rex, which has been sorely missed during the last year, is celebrating its 
centenary as a continuously running cinema this year and is a cornerstone of 
film history in the South West. To celebrate this momentous occasion a series 
of special events will run later this year and into 2022, including landmarks of 
silent cinema with a live piano accompaniment. 

As we re-emerge from last year’s absence of culture, this cherished cinema 
welcomes the return of satellite screenings of live opera and ballet from the 
Royal Opera House, National Theatre and other performances.  

This autumn, the Rex will once again be at the heart of the Purbeck Film Festival 
which will present its 24th film programme from 22 to 31 October, showcasing 
an incredible and diverse range of films. 
The Rex Cinema would like to acknowledge the kindness and generosity of all 
those who have made this refurbishment possible, including the BFI, The Talbot 
Village Trust, The Coop, Original Style Tiles, Sainsbury’s, Rotary Club of 
Wareham, Wareham Lions and many other groups and individuals. 

The community cinema is run by a registered charity and has 47 unpaid, 
enthusiastic volunteers who undertake roles to keep the cinema running. Chair 
of the Rex Cinema Committee, David Evans, commented:  

“As we commence our countdown to the return of the Rex, we would like to 
give heartfelt thanks to all of our dedicated and enthusiastic volunteers who help 
to keep the cinema running. As guardians, we will make sure that it remains at 
the heart of the community into its next century.” 

The Rex Cinema team looks forward to welcoming you back on Friday, 28 
May! 

 

257 Squadron Battle of Britain Class in Corfe station back in April. 
Photo courtesy of Andrew P M Wright 
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NEW VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT 
AND RETENTION OFFICER FOR 
SWANAGE RAILWAY AND MAIN 

LINE STATION SUPPORT GROUPS 
 

A new recruitment and retention officer has been appointed to attract 
volunteers to the Swanage Railway – as well as the Wareham and Wool 
main line station support groups – thanks to a grant from South Western 
Railway’s Customer and Communities Improvement Fund. 
 

Based on the award-winning heritage line at 
Swanage station, the two-year full-time paid 
appointment will see Jonathan Evans working with 
the Purbeck Community Rail Partnership and South 
Western Railway in setting up a new support group 
for Moreton station. 
 
Rebuilt over more than 30 years since 1976 the 
Swanage Railway currently has more than 400 
regular volunteers. 
 
The Swanage Railway’s director for volunteers 
Trevor Parsons said: “We are delighted to welcome 
Jonathan to this new and important volunteer 

recruitment and retention role which has been made possible thanks to the 
support of the South Western Railway’s Customer and Communities Fund for 
which we are very grateful. 
 
“We look forward to Jonathan working with the Purbeck Community 
Partnership and South Western Railway for the benefit of not just the Swanage 
Railway but also the main line stations at Holton Heath, Wareham, Wool and 
Moreton on the main London to Weymouth line,” added Trevor who is a 
volunteer guard and signalman on the heritage line as well as a trustee with the 
Swanage Railway Trust charity. 
 
South Western Railway’s Customer and Communities Improvement Fund 
manager Veronika Krcalova said: "Here at SWR, we’re passionate about 
volunteering. Not only does volunteering enable people to gain valuable new 
skills and experiences, it also helps to connect people with similar values and 
interests. That’s why we’re delighted to support the Swanage Railway and the 
PCRP with the funding required for this important role." 
Jonathan Evans, Purbeck’s new volunteer recruitment and retention officer, 
said: “The Swanage Railway relies heavily on volunteers so their recruitment 

and retention is vital to the continued success and development of the heritage 
line which has been rebuilt from nothing since 1976. Made possible thanks to 
the support of South Western Railway’s Customer and Communities 
Improvement Fund, this new volunteer recruitment and retention role is an 
exciting and challenging one that allows me to work with the Swanage Railway 
as a whole and understand the structure and responsibilities of each department 
and group”. 
 
“I look forward to working with the Purbeck Community Rail Partnership, its 
community rail officer Josephine Foley and the support groups at the main line 
stations for Wareham and Wool as well as setting up a new support group for 
Moreton station. 
 
Born in Dorchester, Jonathan has returned to live in Dorset’s county town after 
travelling and working in France, Switzerland and South America for several 
years. While in Argentina, Jonathan was a volunteer who helped to run an after-
hours school club. The 49-year old also set up and ran a free city walking tour 
in Buenos Aires for four years that was ranked the best tour on Trip Advisor. 
 
The Swanage Railway and South Western Railway are both members of the 
Purbeck Community Rail Partnership which aims to develop rail travel in the 
Purbeck area and has been in existence for more than 20 years. 
 
To find out more about South Western Railway’s Customer and Communities 
Improvement Fund, visit www.southwesternrailway.com/other/about-
us/community-and-rail-station-adoption/customer-and-communities-
improvement-fund. 
To find out more about the work of the Purbeck Community Rail Partnership, 
visit purbeckcrp.org.uk. 
The Swanage Railway welcomes new volunteers and anyone interested in 
finding out more should contact Swanage Railway volunteer recruitment 
and retention officer Jonathan Evans on 01929 408466 or email 
iwanttovolunteer@swanagerailway.co.uk. 
 

SWANAGE RAILWAY COMPANY LTD Station House, Swanage, Dorset, 
BH19 1HB 
Telephone: 01929 425800        E-mail: 
info@swanagerailway.co.uk 
 
Registered in England and Wales No. 1412568 
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CORFE CASTLE CHARITY 

__________________________________ 
 

ALMSHOUSE RESIDENTS 
The Trustees of the Corfe Castle Charity maintain a 
register of potential residents in the Charity’s 
sheltered almshouses.  Applicants should either live 
in the Parish of Corfe Castle (which includes 
Kingston) or have a strong family or other local 
connection. 
 
The Trustees will also consider applications for 
assistance in connection with the following: 
 
! Sickness and disability 
! Domestic and Family expenses 
! Education and Training 
! Grants to organisations 
 
For further information please contact: 
The Clerk to the Trustees,  
Mrs. Mandy Meaker 

 2 Battlemead 

Corfe Castle BH20 5ER     "  01929 480873 
 
 

 
 
 
 

foleys
                       Valley Road, Swanage BH19 3DZ

                RECEPTION.
                Tel: 01929 480215. Email: info@foleysgarage.co.uk
                    SALES.
               Tel: 01929 503115. Email: sales@foleysgarage.co.uk
                     SPAR SHOP
                    Tel: 01929 480097. Email: shop@foleysgarage.co.uk

For all your Motoring needs, including: A Small Selection of our used cars
Service & Repairs 2012 (12) Nissan Micra 1.2 Acenta Puredrive
MOT Testing 5 Dr, White, Sat Nav, FSH, 31000 Mls £4995
Tyres, Batteries & Exausts 2012 (12) BMW 116 SE Step Auto in Silver, 5 
Courtesy Cars Available on Request Door 1 Owner and FSH, 57000 Mls     £8795
Collection & Delivery Service 2016 (16) Vauxhall Viva SE 5 Dr in Grey
Air Conditioning Servicing 1 Owner & only 19000 miles, Air Cond
Murco Fuels Only £20 Road Fund Licence              £6495
Parts for all Makes of Cars 2012 (12) Audi A5 3.0TDi S-Line Black

Edition, 2 Dr Coupe in Silver, Sat Nav
Xenon Lights, Bluetooth, 72000 Mls  £12995

Spar Logo 2015 (15) Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 T Ltd Edition
3 Dr in Grey with 17” Black Alloys, one 

We have a well stocked Spar shop owner, FSH and only 26000 Mls        £7995
    on site with ample parking 2017 (17) Skoda Octavia 1.4 TSi SE in Grey 
Fresh Produce sold daily 5 Dr, Only 9600 Mls, Sat Nav, DAB Radio
Food and Hot Drinks Parking Sensors, Bluetooth       £14495
Wines Beers and Spirits 2015 (65) Renault Twingo 1.0 SCE 5 Door
Logs and Coal Dynamique in Met Red, one owner, FSH
Newspapers only 13000 Mls, 7” Screen Sat Nav, 2 x USB
Vapes, Cigarettes and Tobacco Ports, Bluetooth, £0 Road Fund Licence
Confectionary Air Cond, Stop/Start 13000 Mls         £6295

Other cars in stock.
     

WE HAVE ACCESS TO 1000s OF USED CARS, SO IF YOU HAVE A SPECIFIC 
REQUIREMENT PLEASE GIVE CHRIS A CALL ON 01929503115 AND HE WILL      
BE PLEASED TO HELP.   

FOLEYS GARAGE LTD

Used Cars Sales  
Servicing
Repairs
MOT’s
Air Con Service

Valeting

SPAR@FOLEYS

News & Magazines
Food and Hot Drinks
Chilled Drinks
Confectionary
Off Licence
Fresh Food, Fruit and
Vegetables

Cars
needs

www.foleysgarage.co.uk

2016 (16) VAUXHALL VIVA SL 1.0 5 Dr in Light Blue,
Leather Interior, Cruise Control, Climate Control,
Electric Front Windows, Electric Mirrors, FSH,
15000 miles and only £20 year Tax               £6595

2015 (15) NISSAN NOTE 1.2 DiG-S TEKNA 5 DR in Met Blue
Sat Nav, Climate Control, Bluetooth, Cruise Control,
Reverse Parking Aid, DAB Radio, Alloys, USB Connect,
1 owner, FSH and £0 Road Fund Licence.                                £7895

2017 (17) NISSAN NOTE BLACK EDITION 1.2 in White/Black
Black Alloys, Cruise Control, Bluetooth, Air Cond, Electric Windows, 
Electric Mirrors, FSH, 21900 miles, Only £20 a year Road Fund Licence.
            £6995
2015 (15) Nissan Note1.2 DiG-S Tekna 5 Dr in Blue
Sat Nav, Climate Control, Bluetooth, Cruise Control,
Reverse Parking Aid, DAB Radio, Alloys, USB Connect,
1 Owner, FSH, £0 Road Fund Licence, 36000 miles.                £7595

2017 (66) Vauxhall Corsa Energy 1.4 5Dr in White,
Apple Car Play, Electric Windows, Alloys, Cruise Control,
Electric Mirrors, Bluetooth, DAB Radio,USB Port, Heated Screen,
1 Owner with FSH and only £30 Road Fund Licence, 24800 Miles.   
            £7595
2012 (12) Nissan Micra 1.2 Acenta 5 Dr in White,
Sat Nav, Bluetooth, Radio/CD Player, Electric Mirrors,
Electric Windows, Air Cond, Alloy Wheels,
Only £30 Road Fund Licence, 50100 miles.                     £3995

  

FOLEYS ARE PROUD SPONSORS OF CORFE CASTLE FC

Visit our Website
www.foleysgarage.co.uk

If we don’t have what you are looking for, give us a call or contact 
us on our Car Finder page on our website.

We have access to 100s of used cars of all makes and models.
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ADVERT SIZES
Full Page - 128mm x 190mm
Half Page - 128mm x 93mm
Third Page - 128mm x 61mm
Quarter Page - 63mm x 93mm

ADVERTISING IN THE CORFE VALLEY NEWS
Please supply your advert as a PDF at the correct size for printing if possible, 

please see available sizes below.
 CREATING A PDF FILE OF YOUR ADVERT

When creating your advert in Microsoft Word you need to go to “Save as” and then 
under “Format” select PDF from the dropdown menu. In Apple Pages go to 

“Export to” and select PDF. Please remember to include the name of your company 
or organisation in the name of the document.

Then simply email your completed advert along with how long you would like to 
advertise for to corfevalleynews@tiscali.co.uk and send your payment as follows:

Payment should go to John Courtney at Stonewood, Calcraft Road at the same time 
as you submit copy or via BACS to the account shown at the bottom of the page.

All Addresses and Phone Numbers are on page 3.
If you are not submitting by email please leave a copy in the Post Office

(The Village Stores) or in the CVN box at 55 East Street.
Word documents can be submitted but it will be necessary to create a PDF file from 
these formats and they often DO NOT reproduce as expected when printing.

Advertising charges as from 1st December 2018

1 month 3 months 6 months 12 months

Full Page £30.00 £77.00 £149.00 £286.00

Half Page £18.00 £44.00 £83.00 £154.00

Third Page £12.00 £33.00 £61.00 £105.00

Quarter Page £10.00 £25.00 £45.00 £80.00

Payment by BACS: Sort Code 30-99-12  Account No. 00864273
Postal Address:
John Courtney, Corfe Valley News
Stonewood
Calcraft Road
Corfe Castle
Wareham  BH20 5EL

Fees due on acceptance of the advert

Regular events in Corfe Castle & environs 
 TIME EVENT LOCATION 

MONDAY    
Each 8.50am - 2.50pm Community Pre school The Pre School 
Each 10.00-11.00am Coffee Morning Springwell Close 
Each 2.30 - 4.30 Whist and tea Springwell Close 
Each 10am – 1pm Pottery Class Furzebrook Studios 
Each 
 
 

7 - 11pm Chess Club (Sep - Apr) Morton’s House 
1st 7pm Double Act C C Village Hall 
2nd 
 

7pm CC Parish Council C C Town Hall 

TUESDAY    
Each 8.50am - 2.50pm Community Pre school The Pre School 
Each 9.15 – 10.45am  & 11am – 12     Yoga Langton Scout Hut 
Each 9.30 - 11.30 Intermediate yoga Swanage - 477169 
Each 10.30-noon Parent & Child Group C C Village Hall 
Each 6.15-7.45pm Brownies (term-time) C C Village Hall 
Each 6.30 – 7.30pm Adult  C C Village Hall 
  Ballroom Dance Donna 01202 243803 
Each 7.45 – 9.15pm Badminton C C Village Hall 
1st 2 pm Aquarius C C Village Hall 
2nd 7.30pm CK parish Council Odd months Furzebrook 

VH; even CK  
WEDNESDAY   
Each 8.50am - 2.50pm Community Pre school The Pre School 
Each 9.30am- noon Intermediate yoga Kimmeridge 477169 
Each 9.45am-12.45 Wool Workshop C.C. Village Hall 
Each 7-9pm Youth Club C C Village Hall 
Each 8.30 Poker Corfe Castle Club 
THURSDAY    
Each 8.50am - 2.50pm Community Pre school The Pre School 

    Each 10.00 - 11.30am Busy Bees CC Primary School 
    3rd 11.30am Probus Club Mortons House 

2nd 7 pm CC Environment Gp By Zoom 
Each 6.30 – 8.00 pm Yoga  (439041) Harmans Cross VH 
Each 10.00 – 1.0 pm     Pottery Class  

WarWareham 
Furzebrook Studios 

Alternate 7.30pm     Bingo C C Village Hall 
FRIDAY    
Each 8.50am - 2.50pm    Community Pre school    The Pre School 
Each 10am – 1pm Pottery Classes 

Swanage 
Furzebrook Studios 

Each 8.30pm Bingo Corfe Castle Club 
SATURDAY    
1st 10.30am Village Coffee Morning C C Village Hall 
SUNDAY    
Each 1.00pm Bingo Corfe Castle Club 

Please send any alterations to this list to the Editor, at the address in the front.  Whilst care 
is taken to establish our advertisers are bona fide, readers are advised to take their own 
precautions before entering into any agreement 
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